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In Western Australia paying any more
than export prices? I think these are ques-
tions which should be answered because
that is what this Bill is endeavouring to
do. Perhaps the proposals in the Bill
might be better than statutory marketing.
The Bill certainly has a better Philosophy,
anyway.

I must congratulate the State Govern-
ment on its announcement that it Will
look into freight relief for producers In
Esperance. I have produced maps for the
Government-although I cannot show
them to the House-showing the position
of export abattoirs throughout Western
Australia, It is interesting to note the
relationship of the abattoirs to the points
of Production, and we see that most cattle
are produced within 120 miles of an export
abattoir. Unfortunately, the only centre of
cattle production which does not fit Into
this category Is Esperance, and this Is
mostly because we were unable to com-
plete our own abattoir.

The Government will look into the posi-
tion of giving some support to the pro-
ducers in Esperance, and I would like t~o
.illustrate to the House the need for It,
I1 will take the example of an average ex-
port type cow which, at the moment, Is
worth $40. If it is produced in the normal
beef area, the average freight will be $4.
The return after paying freight will be
$36. If this animal is produced In lisper-
ance, the freight will be $14. and the pro-
ducer will receive $24 only. The selling
cost of the animal will be much the same
wherever it was produced, and this means
that the person who produces his cattle
near an abattoir will lose 20 per cent of
the total value of the animal for selling
and freighting, but the person who pro-
duces in Esperanee will lose 50 per cent
of the gross to sell and freight the animal.
So In Esperance we lose 50 per cent of the
sale price, as against other beef producers
who lose 20 per cent. One can Imagine how
this Is affecting the farmers in the new
land areas.

The situation was not quite so bad when
an animal could be sold for $100. Let us
nay again that the freight on such an
animal was $4 and the selling cost was $6.
the average producer then received 90 per
cent of the sale price of the animal. The
beef producer In Esperance would pay $20
to sell and freight his animal.-or 20 per
cent-so we were only about 10 per cent
behind other cattle producers In the days
that a. cow sold for $100.

The Hon. G. E, Masters: You probably
brought your land a lot cheaper than those
nearer the abattoirs.

The I-on. D. J. WORDSWORTH: That
is right, the price of the land was, based
on the economics of $100 per animal. We
are now 30 per cent behind other beef
producers. We appreciate the fact that
the State Government will endeavour to
grant some relief to the producers In
Fisperance.

I would like to repeat my remarks that
the only real solution to our problem is to
reduce output. I was staggered to see the
sort of cattle on the market at the opening
of the cattle yards in Denmark. Very few
animals were killable, and I understand
the main reason for this was that the
cattle had been kept on beyond the time
they should have been killed. The feed was
poor because the farmers had not had the
cash to outlay on superphosphate, and the
stock had gone down the drain. The pro-
ducers in that area are in great difficulty,
and I am frightened that this pattern will
be reproduced throughout Western Aus-
tralia.

When one looks at the figures obtained
from research farms, one sees that one
cannot stay in business whilst hand feed-
iug cattle to any great degree. Beef pro-
ducers must cut down on their stock, and
as the price of sUperphosphate has in-
creased from $14 per tonne to $60 per
tonne. the animals will not be able to be
carried. The only course to take is to kill
the females as calves. If there Is any hold-
back of stock for the market, the females
will become cows and they will be put to
the bull again. In the old days of unlimited
export to the United States at profitable
prices, it did not matter when one's stock
was very thin as, it could still be sold.
However, nowadays stock must be good,
and one cannot achieve this result if one
is overstocked. The only alternative we can
see in Esperance today is for beef pro-
ducers to go into cropping, and to do this
one must reduce cattle numbers.

Whilst the sentiments behind the intro-
duction of this measure are very good-
the desire is to lift the price of cattle on
the local market.-I am frightened that It
will hold back the sale of livestock. I
would like to point out to producers again
that if this solution is the ultimate, why
has not the Lamb Marketing Board taken
the same course? Why do we not have a
two-price system for the sale of lambs?

Debate adjourned, on motion by the
Hon. C. U. Abbey,

Rouse adjourned at 12.57 a.m.

i~rtuhdatint A00embtl
Wednesday, the 5th November, 1975

The SPEAKER (Mr Hutchinson) took
the Chair at 2.15 p.m., and read prayers.

ALSATIAN DOG ACT
Amendment: Petition

MR CLARKO (Karrinyup) [2.17 pm.):
I have a petition for presentation to the
House. It reads,-

To the Honourable the Speaker and
members of the Legislative Assembly
of the Parliament of Western Aus-
tralia in Parliament assembled.
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We, the undersigned residents In
the State of Western Australia do
herewith pray that Her Majesty's
Government of Western Australia
will support that the Alsatian Dog Act
of 1952 be amended to allow control-
led breeding of German Shepherd
dogs (Alsatian dogs) in the State of
Western Australia.

Your petitioners therefore humbly
pray that Your Honourable House will
give this matter earnest consideration
and your petitioners as in duty bound
will ever pray.

The petition contains 2 500 signatures, and
I certify it conforms with the Standing
Orders of this H-ouse.

The SPEAKER: I direct that the peti-
tion be brought to the Table of the House.

Thre petition was tabled (see paper No.
525).

BILLS (2): INTRODUCTION AND1
FIRST READING

1. Employment Agents Bill.
2. Industrial Arbitration Act Amend-

ment Bill (No. 3).
Bills introduced, on motions by Mr

Grayden (Minister for Labour and
Industry), and read a first time.

QUJESTIONS (20): ON NOTICE

1.DRYSDALE RIVER NATIONAL
PARK

Classification
Mr A. R. TONKIN, to the Minister
for Lands:
(1) Further to question on notice 29

asked on 3rd September, since
the EPA recommended to the
Under-Secretary for Lands that
the Drysdale River area be made
a Class "A" reserve for national
park, and bearing in mind that it
was recommended as a class "A"l
conservation reserve in 1962, and
again later by the Government's
reserves advisory council, why
was the national park only de-
clared class "B" when at last It
was established?

(2) (a) Since previous recommenda-
tions were that it be declared
as a class "A" reserve, Includ-
ing by the EPA, who recom-
mended that the national
park only be made class "1B"
and what were the reasons
given for this;

(b) what are the advantages arnd
significance of the national
park being declared class
diBtt?

Mr O'Neil (for Mr RIDGE) replied:
(1) and (2) (a) Mines Department

representations of 8th Dec-
ember, 1972, stated that this

2.

substantial area (424 344 hec-
tares) was. believed "to be Pro-
spective for metals such as
copper, uranium and thorium.
minerals" and desired that re-
servation should not deter any
possible mining development.
An EPA advice dated 17th
April, 1973, recommending
creation of a national park re-
ferred to a number of possible
alternative usages for the
area and was concerned that
it might be "left vulnerable
to other claims for land use
by denying it protection under
the Land Act" if the reserve
classification were inadequate.
After consultation between
the Conservation Through Re-
serves Committee, the EPA,
the National Parks Board,
the Mines Department and
the Lands Department, class
"B" classification was unani-
mously acceptable.

(b) These are as defined in section
31 of the Land Act and de-
pend upon one's point of
view.

LANlD
Reserve 23207: Purpose and Vesting
Mr A. R. TONKIN, to the Minister
for Lands:
(1) Further to question on notice 28

asked on 8th October, what is the
area, purpose and vesting of re-
serve 23207, and on what date
was it gazetted?

(2) (a) What are the basic differences
between reserves set aside
for the purposes of public
utility, Government require-
ments and exempted from
sale;

(b) what criteria determine the
designation of such purposes
to reserves?

Mr O'Neil (for Mr RIDGE) replied:
(1) Reserve No. 23207 was set apart

as a reserve for the purpose of
"Public utility" by notice In the
Government Gazette of 23rd Feb-
rmary, 1951. The area is about
9.712 5 hectares. The reserve is
not vested.

(2) (a) The department does not use
the Purpose "exempted from
sale". The term "excepted
from sale" was used to set
aside land for other possible
future usages. "Public utility"
and "Government require-
ments" have virtually the
same meaning in the depart-
ment's Practice, the latter
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term replacing the former
upon the Crown Solicitor's
advice.

(b) Such reserves are set apart
as a result of a considered op-
inion that the lands could be
required In the future for a
public Purpose.

3. NATIONAL PARKS Alit WfLDLIFE
SANCTrUARI1ES
Classification

Mr A. R. TONKIN, to the Minister
for Lands:
(1) What is the rationale for the

Stirling Range National Park be-
ing declared a class "A" reserve,
rather than class "B" or "C"?9

(2) What is the rationale for the
Fitzgerald River National Park
being declared class "A" reserve
rather than class "B" or "C"?

(3) What is the rationale for the
Lake Magenta Wildlife Sanctuary
being declared a class "A" re-
serve rather than class "B" or
".C"?

(4) What Is the rationale for the
Tutanning Wildlife Sanctuary be-
ing declared a class "A" reserve
rather than class "B" or "C"?

Mr O'Neil (for Mr RIDGE) replied:
(1) to (4) These were considered to

be of such prime importance for
the purposes of the reserves that
Parliamentary control was war-
ranted.

4. SOUTH TERRACE SCHOOL
Pre-Primary Centre

Mr FLETCHER, to the Minister rep-
resenting the Minister for Education:
(1) Is the Minister aware of corres-pondence 27th October, 1975

from Fremantle South Terrace
school to the Director-General of
Education stressing the need for
a pre-primary centre adjacent to
that school?

(2) If not, will the Minister please
make himself so aware and inter-
ested?

(3) Will he take note In particular
of the facts--
(a) that children of several eth-

nic groups attend the school
and are disadvantaged from
the outset by language dliffi-
culty at home and at school:

(b) that the children have not
had any prior kindergarten
or other elementary expeil-
ence to prepare them psycho-
logically and otherwise for
admission to school?

(4) Is the Minister further aware-
(a) that the Education Depart-

ment owns approximately 3
of an acre of vacant land
facing Alma Street directly
opposite the school;

(b) that subject to fencing there
is ample area for a pre-
primary school and play-
ground on this site?

(5) Will the Minister give priority
to the building of this pre-prim-
ary centre so that future Pupils
at Fremantle South Terrace
school can have the advantage of
pre-primary education, so that
the transition to the school op-
posite, and other schools will be
of advantage to the child, the
teacher, the parents and the com-
munity?

Mr
(1)
(2)
(3)

GRAYDEN replied:
Yes.
Not applicable.
and (4) (a) and (b) Yes.

(5) The finances available for the cur-
rent financial year have been fully
committed. The special needs of
South Terrace Primary School are
recognised and they will be given
the closest consideration in subse-
quent planning. The feasibility of
establishing a temporary centre
for the purpose of conducting a
Pre-school Programme for children
with language difficulties is being
presently considered and the Ed-
ucation Department would be
pleased to be informed of com-
munity reaction to such an In-
terim measure.

5. SOUTH TERRACE SCHOOL
Dental Therapy Unit

Mr FVETCHER, to the Minister rep-
resenting the Minister for Health:
(1) Who establishes the Priorities of

localities at which school dental
therapy units are sited?

(2) Is a unit to be based in the near
future on or near any school or
schools in the Frernantle area?

(3) In view of the questions to fol-
low and also in view of the re-
cent increase in allocation of Fed-
eral finance for the establishment
of school dental service, will the
Minister if necessary change
priorities in areas to be serviced
to ensure that a dental therapy
unit Is established at or near the
Fremantle South Terrace school?

(4) Is the Minister aware of 27th
October, 1975 correspondence
from F'remantle South Terrace
school parents and citizens' as-
sociation to the Director-General
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of Education requesting the estab-
lishment of a dental therapy unit
at or near that school?

(5) If not, will he make himself so
aware and in doing so take note
in particular-
(a) that visiting school nurse

Sister Jones has assessed that
two-thirds of that school's
pupils had dental caries of
varying degrees;

(b) that 40% of all the pupils
had never visited a dentist;
and

(c) that one child is alleged to
have been admitted to the
intensive care ward of the
adjacent Fremantle Hospital
after a badly infected gum
had become septic?

Mr O'NEIL replied:
(1) The Public Health Department.
(2) Yes. Tenders have been called for

the construction of centres at East
Hamilton Hill, Hilton and Spear-
wood Primary Schools to be comn-
missioned in 1976.
Centres for Southwell and Koor-
Ila Primary Schools are approved
and will proceed subject to ap-
proval of funds by the Common-
wealth Government.

(3) Answered by (2).
(4) No,
(5) Yes, I will have the matter in-vestigated but if the Parents and

Citizens' Association has a Prob-
blemn in regard to dental treat-
ment It should write to the Min-
ister for Health.

RAIL WAYS
Goidlields Loop Project

Mr T. D. EVANS, to the Minister
for Tourism:

Would he please advise the pres-
ent situation and future prospects
concerning financial assistance
for the goldfields railway 'loop"
project?

Mr O'Neil (for Mr RIDGE) replied:
The Kalgoorlie-Boulder loop rail-
way proposal has been evaluated
by the Department of Tourism and
included in the 1975-76 submis-
sion for Commonwealth Govern-
ment assistance under the tourism
grants scheme. The proposal has
been given first priority after uin-
completed projects which have
previously qualified for a Com-
monwealth grant.

7. LOCAL GOVERNMENT RATES
Pensioners: Assistance

Mr T. D. EVANS, to the Treasurer:
Having regard to the fact that
many aged pensioners do not wish
to avail themselves of applying
for exemption from immediate
payment of local authority rates,
and also to the effect of inflation
upon the rates levied by local
authorities (e.g., a certain gold-
fields home purchased 18 Years
ago for $300 by a person who Is
now an aged pensioner has teen
recently levied for $179 rates)
will he give early and earnest con-
sideration to implementing a
scheme to assist pensioners In
this category who are confronted
with rate Imposts which are rela-
tively quite unrealistic?

Sir CHARLES COURT replied:
The question of Government as-
sistance to local authorities to
permit rate concessions to be ex-
tended to pensioners has been
raised and closely examined many
times in the past.
It has been concluded by succes-
sive State Governments that rate
concessions, as distinct from rate
deferment, cannot be Justified as
a charge against the general tax-
payer.
At present, pensioners may elect to
defer payment of rates during
their lifetime and the accumulated
rates become a charge against the
pensioner's estate. If the Govern-
ment were to pay some, or all, of
the rate bill, the effect would be to
confer a benefit on the benefici-
aries of the pensioner's estate,
many of whom could be well off in
their own right.
Although it can be readily under-
stood that many Pensioners dis-
like the idea of deferring payment
of rates, thereby reducing the
amount of their eventual estate,
the real question is whether it is
fair to charge already overbur-
dened taxpayers with a payment
that ultimately benefits the bene-
ficiaries rather than the pensioner.
However, we are not unmindful of
the special problems of some pen-
sioners and alternatives are ex-
amined from time to time, even
though without finding a solution
to date.

8. MEDIEBANK HEALTH SCHEME
Agreement and Proposals: Tabling
Mr
(1)

MOILE. ,to the Premier:
Wml he table the Proposed agree-
ment on Medibank submitted to
the Australian Government on
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30th or 31st May of this year,
and which he inferred he would
make public?

(2) Wrnl he also table a copy of the
proposals on Medibank, if writ-
ten, Put forward to the Australian
Government on 11th April this
year?

Sir CHARLES COURT repiled:
If I may, Mr Speaker, I will give
the answer to the question verbally
because It has not been typed at
this stage.

(1) Yes, and I ask permission to table
the proposed agreement submit-
ted to the Commonwealth.

(2) No, because this information is
considered as being confidential
between the two Governments.

The roposed agreement was tabled
(see paper No. 526).

.9. SILVER CHAIN NURSING
POST

Bolgart
Mr MOILER, to the Minister repre-
senting the Minister for Health:
(1) Has the investigation into the

need for a Silver Chain nursing
post at Bolgart been completed?

(2) If "Yes" what was the result of
such investigation and what
action, if any, does the Govern-
ment propose to take and when?

(3) If "No" to (1), when Is it anti-
cipated such an investigation will
be completed and what is the
cause for delay?

Mr O'NEIL replied:
(1) Yes.
(2) Only three people attended the

meeting called by the Silver Chain
Nursing Association. The need
for a centre at Bolgart Is not
supported by the doctor who
would service such a centre. No
further action is contemplated.

(3) Not applicable.

,10. POLICE
Canteen Visitors' Book:

Missing Page
Mr MOILER, to the Minister for
Police:

In reference to his statement of
13th August that he had called
for a report from the Commis-
sianer of Police on the ceasons
why a page was taken from the
visitors' book at the police can-
teen-
(a) has he now been provided

with the report;
(b) if not, why not;
(c) what action is he proposing

at this stage?

411.

Mr O'CONNOR replied:
(a) Yes.
(b) Answered by (a).
(c) None.

ZOOLOGICAL GARDENS
Toilets

Mr FLETCHER, to the Minister for
Lands:
(1) Is he aware that the toilet facili-

ties at the zoo were alleged to be
totally inadequate to cope with de-
mand on the occasion of the
waterside workers' annual picnic
on 4th instant and that this has
been the experience at previous
annual WWF picnics at the same
venue?

(2) is he aware that this deficiency
has been noted with alarm in rela-
tion to the health aspect as well as
inconvenience and discomfort
caused to waterside workers,
children and other relatives?

(3) Since it is reasonable to assume
that other organizations with
varying to large membership use
the zoo for annual picnics or like
occasions, will he see that finance
is made available to build addi-
tional toilet blocks to cope with
such demand to avoid the embar-
rassing inconvenience mentioned?

Mr O'Neil (for Mr RIDGE) replied:
(1) There are four toilet blocks in

the zoo providing a total of 6 wes.
for males and 21 ft of urinal,
and 11 wes. for women. Only
two of the toilet blocks had heavy
use at the time of the WWF Pic-
nic and of the other two virtually
no use. The organizers of the pic-
nic were informed before the
event of the existence and the
location of these toilets and were
advised to broadcast this W their
members through the public ad-
dress system. So far as is known,
these announcements were not
made. The attendance figures
on the day of the WWF picnic
were 3 709: on the Saturday Pre-
vious, the attendance figures were
4 445 with a recent admission of
'7000. On neither of these days
was there any problem of toilet
inadequacy. It is true that this
problem has been experienced at
previous annual WWP picnics
and, for this reason, the organizers
were alerted and were requested
to advertise the location of all
the toilets to their members.

(2) So far as is known, there was
no hazard as regards to health
and there was no report of Mal-
function of the toilets, despite
heavy use. The discomfort could
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easily have been avoided if use
had been made of the little-used
toilet.

(3) No other organisation of large
membership using the zoo for
annual picnics has complained of
inadequacy of toilets. Additional
toilet blocks are incorporated in
the redevelopment plan and will
be built according to the pro-
gramme established for that plan
and subject to finance availability.

12. MOTOR VEHICLE DEALERS
ACT

Section 40: Implementation
Mr J. T, TONKIN, to the Minister for
Traffic:
(1) In The West Australian under

date 31st October appears an arti-
cle beaded "Witness: Car sold un-
checked", and it further discloses
that a car in which a 16-year-old
youth died had not been safety
checked before it was sold by a
dealer and there was in fact a
complete brake failure; will he
advise whether it is the intention
of the Government to take such
steps as are necessary to make
section 40 of the Motor Vehicle
Dealers Act effective?

(2) If so, when?
(3) if not, why not?
Mr
(1)
(2)
(3)

O'CONNOR replied:
NO.
Answered by (1).
Such a scheme is beyond exist-
ing facilities and resources and
although it has been considered
over a number of years there is,
at this stage, no firm conviction
that vehicle inspection schemes
reduce accidents to any great
extent.
In the meantime the Road Traf-
fic Authority carries out spot
checks on dealers' yards and the
traffic patrol carries out on-road
checks for defective vehicles.
In the Year ended 30th June,
1975, 852 visits were made to
dealers' yards and 7351 vehicles
inspected. Work orders were is-
sued against 1 308 vehicles. Traf-
fic patrols Issued 11 980 work
orders and 538 order-off notices.

(2) Is he also aware the price paid
to the owners of land for resunip-
tion purposes was approximately
$3 000 Per acre?

(3) If answers to (1) and (2) are
"Yes" can those affected by the
resumption expect to gain some
extra compensation payments
from his department for the huge
amount being paid for this land
by the Swan Brewery?

(4) If answer to (3) is "No", why not?

Mr
(1)

RUSHTON replied:
No. Because the transaction has
not been finalised I am not in
a position to disclose the price.

(2) Yes.
(3) NO.
(4) The previous owners received

a fair market price for their pro-
perties and the difference In
acquisition price and sae price
will represent the cost to the
State of developing the land, In-
cluding the cost of earthworks,
roads, sewerage, deep drainage,
water supply, provision of land
for public open space as well as
financial costs.

14. MARGINAL DAIRY FARMS
ASSISTANCE SCHEME

Applications

Mr H. 1). EVANS, to the Minister for
Agriculture:
(1) Adverting to his reply to question

43 part (1) (c) (iii) on 9th Septem-
ber, 1975, is It a fact that 18 ap-
plicants will receive $953 070 of the
$3.3 million made available to this
State by the Commonwealth Gov-
ernment under the dairy industry
adjustment programme for pro-
perty purchase?

(2) From which districts did these 18
successful applicants come?

(3) How many are holders of market
milk quotas?

Mr
(1)

13. TOWN PLANNING
Swan Brewery; Canning Vale

Site
Mr BATEMAN, to the Minister for
Urban Development and Town Plan-
ning:
(1) Is it a fact, as rumnoured. the Swan

Brewery is paying $25 000 per
acre for land in the Canning Vale
Industrial zone to establish a
brewery?

OLD replied:
Funds for the Australian Dairy
Adjustment Programme where
made available to the States on
a "1first-come-first-served" basis.
The earlier mentioned expendi-
ture figure of $983 070 was the
amount paid to the vendors of
properties acquired through the
programme to that date.
The amount advanced to the 18
successful applicants to purchase
property after write-off of redun-
dant assets was $933 770.
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(2) Murray Shire .... ... ..
Harvey Shire .... ...
Capel Shire
Augusta-Margaret River

Shire
Bridgetown-Greenbushes

Shire .. .. ... ..
Donnybrook-Baulngup Shire
Manjitnup Shire
Denmark .. .

18

(3) At the time of granting of the
loan, seven of the above 18 ap-
plicants held market milk quotas.

15. CONSERVATION THROUGH
RESERVES COMMITTEE

Recommendations

Mr H. D. EVANS, to the Minister for
Conservation and the Environment:
(1) How many sets of comments and

recommendations were made to
the Environmental Protection
Authority by individuals and
organisations on the Conservation
Through Reserves Committee?

(2) When is it expected that these
comments will have been evalu-
ated and recommendations placed
before the Government?

(3) When is it expected that the re-
port of the CTRC on systems 6
and 7 will be completed?

Mr P. V. JONES replied:
(1) The Chairman of the Environ-

mental Protection Authority ad-
vises that 103 sets of comments
and recommendations were re-
ceived prior to the completion of
the report on ten systems and 230
when submissions and Comments
were invited after the report was
made public.

(2) and (3) The Environmental Pro-
tection Authority is still review-
ing the matter and it is consid-
ered that such matters will be
answered in due course by the
Environmental Protection Auth-
ority, which has yet to forward
its recommendations to me.

16. EAST PERTH POWER
STATION

Dust Gauges

Mr DAVIES, to the Minister represent-
Ig the Minister for Health:
(1) Have dust gauges been installed in

the vicinity of the East Perth
power station?

(2) If so, when and what has been the
result of readings?

Mr O'NEIL replied:
(1) There are two dust gauges located

within one mile of the power Mta-
tlon-a CERL gauge sited near
Hay and Bennett Streets, East
Perth, and a New South Wales
design deposit gauge at the
Bureau of Meteorology enclosure
in Wellington Street.

(2) The readings of the CERI gauge
are extremely low and do not
indicate any effect from the East
Perth power station. During 1975
the deposit gauge results have
shown an increase in dust fall,
but are still low compared with re-
sults obtained from Sydney. Bris-
bane and Adelaide.

17. EAST PERTH POWER
STATION

Dust Precipitators

Mr DAVIES, to the Minister for Fuel
and Energy:
(1) Are dust precipitators installed at

the East Perth power station?
(2) If so, are they considered to be

efficient?
(3) If not, what action is being taken?

Mr MENSAROS replied:
(1) Yes.
(2) and (3) There are five precipi-

tators at East Perth which were
installed at different times, some
many years ago, one very recently,
but all were designed and con-
structed in accordance with the
best technology available at the
time.
Since the East Perth power sta-
tion has been converted back to
coal firing following the Middle
East oil crisis, considerable invest-
igation. adjustments and modi-
fications--In close co-operation
with the clean air section of the
Public Health Department-have
been carried out to improve the
efficiency of the precipitators.

18. BALDIVIS SCHOOL
Repairs

Mr BARNETT, to the Minister repre-
senting the Minister for Education:

Further to my question 13 of
Tuesday, 4th November, relative to
the dilapidated state of the Hal-
divis Primary School, will the
Minister please advise-
(a) what Is being done to main-

tain the buildings;
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(b) what Is going to be done IS
the next six months to main-
tain appropriate health and
safety standards?

Mr GRAYDEN replied:
(a) and (b) Arrangements have

been made for the building
to be inspected by the Pub-
lic Works Department and
appropriate measures will be
taken to ensure that it l
maintained.

19. MANDURAR HEALTH
CENTRE

Lease
Mr SHALDERS, to the Minister re-
Presenting the Minister for Health:
(1) Has a lease been finalized with

respect to the lease of the Man-
durah health centre?

(2) Which groups of doctors have
leased areas of this centre?

(3) How many consulting rooms were
available for lease?

(4) How many consulting rooms have
been leased to date, to whom, for
how long and for what amount of
rental per annumn?

(5) Which other areas of the centre
have been leased and to whom?

(6) Will the Minister provide a copy
of any leases entered Into in
respect of the centre?

Mr O'NEIL renlied:
(1) Yes.
(2) Murray medical group.
(3) Six.
(4) The sixN consulting rooms have

been leased to the Murray medi-
cal group for a period of five
years with option for renewal for
a further five years. Rental Is
$5 256 per annum except that
for the period of any renewal of
the lease, the rental shall in-
crease by the same percentage
increase that the consumer price
Index for all groups for the June
quarter of 1980 shall have In-
creased above that same Index for
the June quarter of 1975.

(5) The Murray medical group is
leasing areas associated with the
consulting rooms, as follow--

Sister's treatment room.
Emergency treatment room.
Offce and records area.
Waiting areas, toilets and staff

room, storage and passage
ways.

(6) No, but the Member may view the
lease in ray office.

20. LOCAL GOVERNMENT
Buildng Permits: Appeals

Mr B. T. BURKE, to the Minister for
Local Government:
(1) Will he please namne the people

who act as anl appeals advisory
committee to hear appeals against
refusal to issue building permits
or against conditions imposed as
part of the license?

(2) Will he also please list their
qualifications?

Mr RUSHTON replied:
(1) and (2) Members of the Building

Appeals Committee and their
qualifications are as follows-

L. J. Walters, ARA.IA.
B. A. Tomlinson, PRAXA, Dip.

TEP (Meib. Uni.), MRIPA.
K. I. Brine, PATH, WlArb., MBA.
V. T. Edwards, PATE, MBA.
P. B. Amney, FRAIh, lvflAPI.
R. McK. Campbell, ARAJA,

ARIBA.
L. A. Henderson, MBA.

QUESTIONS (7): WITHOUT NOTICE

1. OOLDM3T2NG INDUSTRY
Meeting: Ministerial Representation

Mr HARMLAN, to the Premier:
(1) Is he aware that in Kaigoorlie

tonight a very important meeting
is to take place concerning the
future of the goidmining industry
in that centre?

(2) If so, will the State Government
be represented at ministerial level
at this very Important meeting?

(3) What measures of assistance to
the goldmining Industry does the
State Government propose on this
occasion?

Sir CHARLES COURT replied:
In answer to the honourable
member's question without notice
-and I emphasise "without
notice",-
(1) We do know of the meeting.
(2) There will be no ministerial

representation for the simple
reason that we have not been
invited.

(3) We have been very active-
not Just in the last day or
two but for a considerable
time-in trying to find a
solution, 'with the Common-
wealth Goverrnent and the
company, to the problems
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which beset the industry. In
tact, I have been In communi-
cation with the Prime minister
exhorting him to take an
interest in the matter person-
ally because of the fact that
a very important town, with
a great tradition, and a lot
of people are involved.

The State Government, In
spite of Its meagre resources,
has put forward to the Prime
Minister a proposition sug-
gesting a way in which finance
can be made available to
Fimiston with State assist-
ance so as to get at least that
project working and enable it
to be redeveloped and pro-
vide ore for treatment in
other ways on the goldfields.
While this would not of Itself
resolve the total question of
redundant labour, it would
ameliorate the situation very
considerably and at least
enable a gradual retrench-
ment of the men who are
surplus. To date I have not
had a reply from the Prime
Minister. I sent my last telex
to him yesterday. A copy of
that telex has been made
available to the meeting to-
night, together with advice to
the meeting that not only
would we like to be at the
meeting and have not been
invited but also we are taking
a, real and active Interest and
have put forward a firm pro-
posal.

In case members opposite ask,
"How can you find money for
Kalgoorlie when you cannot
find it for the sewerage
workers", let me explain that
the rehabilitation Programme
Involves some $6 million over
three years. We have sug-
gested the State Government
provide 25 per cent comnmenc-
ing from July next year, so
that it will not have any im-
pact on this Year's loan funds.
We would make the con-
tribution over three years and
not make any interest charge
-and we have suggested that
the Commonwealth do the
same-while rehabilitation Is
taking place. We have also
suggested that there be no
capital repayments over that
Period. This Is one of the
proposals the State Govern-
ment has Put forward as a
practical means of giving
some assistance to a town for

which we have a great regard
because of its situation in the
industry and the fact that we
are dealing with human be-
Ings.

We are anxious to achieve
something to ameliorate the
situation that has developed,
but no Commonwealth assist-
ance Is forthcoming at this
stage.

2. TRAIL BIKES AND RECREA-
TION VEH-ICLES

License Fees, and Regulations

Mr H. D. EVANS, to the Minister for
Transport:
(1) What license tee Is it proposed to

levy on the variouh classes and
kinds of off-road vehicles under
the proposed Bill to regulate the
use of vehicles in places other
than roads?

(2) Have regulations to be introduced
under the proposed Public Areas
(Use of Vehicles) Bill, 1975, been
drafted, especially in regard to
penalties, and if so would he table
a copy?

(3) Will local governme nt authorities
receive any portion of the license
fees to be levied on off-road
vehicles and if so how much?

(4) Will local government authorities
receive any State Government
assistance in policing the pro-
Posed legislation where such auth-
orities become involved, and to
what extent?

Mr O'CONNOR replied:
I thank the honourable member
for notice of the question. The
reply is as follows--
(1) (a) Initial registration $2 plus

50c for each month or
part thereof; that is, a
total of $8 a full year.

(b) Renewal $4 per annum.

(2) No. This will be done Prior to
proclamation of the Act.

(3) There is no provision In the
Bill for payment of portion of
the registration fee to local
government authorities.

(4) No. Enforcement will be the
responsibility of the Road
Traffic Authority.
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3. WELD SQUARE SCHOOL
Canteen: FAle

Mr A. R. TONKIN, to the Minister for
Works:
(1) Was the file relating to the Weld

Square Primary School canteen
lost for five weeks and was it
found rapidly subsequent to a call
from my office?

(2) How much longer does the parents
and citizens association of this
school have to wait before build-
ing can commence?

(3) If there are anomalies in the
drawings and specifications, what
can be done to expedite the pro-
cedure as the drawings were
lodged with the Public Works
Department on the 25th August,
finance has been arranged since
September, and the position is
desperate for a school with an
enrolment in excess of 500
students?

Mr O'NEIL replied:
I thank the honourable member
for prior notice of his question.
The reply is as follows--
(1) The file was mislaid and a

departmental search was al-
ready in progress when the
call was received from the
member's office.

(2) Until -acceptable documents
are submitted to the Public
Works Department.

(3) It is anticipated that a letter
listing requirements will be
with the Education Depart-
ment and a copy with the
secretary of the parents and
citizens association tomorrow,
the 6th November, 1975.

I want to make the point that al-
though the honourable member
stated the drawings were lodged
with the Public Works Depart-
ment on the 25th August, they
were not received by the depart-
ment until the 3rd September,
under cover of a letter of the Pre-
vious date from the Education
Department.

4. TRAFFIC HAZARD
Liege Street-Scarborough
Beach Road! Intersection

Mr YOUNG, to the Minister for
Transport:
(1) Is he aware and do his depart-

mental records indicate that on
the 14th September, 1973, 1 wrote
to the Commissioner of Main
Roads pointing out the potential
traffic hazard that would exist if

a Pizza hut were to be erected on
the corner of Liege Street and
Scarborough Beach Road?

(2) Has the Hon. R. F. Claughton,
MLC, made any representations
or objections to the Main Roads
Department in connection with
the Potential traffic hazard at that
intersection which may be caused
as a result of the erection of the
Pizza hut?

Mr O'CONNOR replied:
I thank the honourable member
for notice of his question. The
reply is-
(1) Yes.
(2) No, as far as I can ascertain

the member in another place
has not made such repre-
sentation.

5. METROPOLITAN WATER
BOARD

Retrenchment of Employjees:
Advertisement

Mr BRYCE, to the Premier:
Relating to the full page adver-
tisemnent on Page 2'7 of today's
edition of The West Australian
signed by him-

Mr Blaikie: Very good, wasn't it?

Mr BRYCE: -will the Premier in-
dicate to the H-ouse who paid for
the advertisement, how much it
cost, and who Prepared it?

Mr McIver: You must have plenty of
money over there.

Sir CHARLES COURT replied:
AS I understand the question, it
is in three parts. Thrstly, the
State Government will pay for the
advertisement in the normal way.

Mr Harman: The taxpayers again.

Sir CHARLES COURT: Secondly, I
cannot give the honourable mem-
ber this figure off hand, but he is
quite entitled to the information,
which I will be only too pleased
to ascertain for him.
Thirdly, to the best of my know-
ledge the advertisement was pre-
Pared in the normal way by the
Public relations section of the
Premier's Department. I was ap-
proached with a draft of the ad-
vertisement which I approved, and
I agreed to affix my signature to
it. I believe it is a very good ad-
vertisement and it sets out the
Position clearly, Simply, and fairly.
I hope the message has been re-
ceived.
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6. SITTINGS OF THE HOUSE (2) Is any reorganisation of district

Wednesday, the 12th November

Mr LAURANCE, to the Premier:
What sitting times are proposed
for Wednesday, the 12th Novem-
ber?

Sir CHARLES COURT replied:
I thank the member for Gascoyne
for giving me a chance to explain
to the House the special situation
in relation to Wednesday next, the
12th November. I have discussed
this matter with the Leader of the
Opposition because of an unusual
situation that has not occurred for
many years to the best of my
knowledge; that is, that we will
have a parliamentary function
here that evening. I have worked
on the assumption that, following
the experience known to some of
the older members here, we will
not be sitting after the function.

Mr Jamieson: Hear, bear!

Sir CHARLES COURT: Members Who
have been in thits House for quite
a while will remember that mem-
orable occasion.

Mr Jamieson: The last time there were
jugs on the Table of the House!

Sir CHARLES COURT: We will not
be sitting after the function, so
members can attend In a thor-
oughtly relaxed manner with their
wives or girlfriends as the case
may be. However, in view of the
stage of the session, it has been
agreed that the House will meet
at 10.00 a.m. on Wednesday, the
12th November. Mr Speaker, I am
sorry that I did not have a chance
to explain this to You earlier. We
will deal with Government busi-
ness from 10.00 am. to 12.45 p.m.,
and private members' business will
then take over in the normal way
for a Wednesday afternoon from
2.15 P.M. until we adjourn. It is
sugggested that we adjourn about
5.30 p.m. to give members an op-
portunity to go home, pick up
their wives, and to do the things
they may wish to do before as-
sembling here for the social oc-
casion.

'7. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
Econormies in Expvenditure

Mr H. D. EVANS, to the Minister for
Agriculture:
(1) Will he list the items of capital

expenditure which will be cardied
out within the Department of
Agriculture in 1975-76, the locality,
and the cost of each?

offices and research station Pro-
grammes which will effect effici-
encies or economies proposed dur-
ig the 1975-76 Year, and if so

where and what is the nature of
each Proposal?

(3) Which department services have
been curtailed in the 1975-76 Year
and in what way and to what ex-
tent?

Mr OLD replied:
(1) New items of capital expenditure

listed for 1975-76:

3
20000

3 000
4000

3
3000

.. 15000

.. 15000
is000

S
000D

3 200

It
25 000
21 000
20 000

27 000

4 000

48 000

Newdegate Research Station-farm house
Salmon ems Rteeach Station-farm house
Gasco1 'no Research Station-farme house

woeup Researcb Station-

Farm house
Road works
Lab,. equipment.......

Denmark Research Station-
Fodder storage
Pasture, development ..

Fitzoy T'astorai Researche Station-
Amenities block .......... .
Rtoadwork. .. ..
Fencing and water ... ..

Kunuasurra Researh Station-
Land development ..
Channel crossings .. ..

- 9 200
Ord River Regeneration Station-fearg and

water...................000
Mit. Barker lResearch Station-fencing 3 000
Stoneville Research Statioss-propagtating House 3 000

8186 20D
Amount required to complete current works in

progress .................. ............ 83800

Total loan allocation............250 000

In addition to above, the Public Works Department wilt
carry out the following capital expenditure fronm ioan funds-

Ilunbury Regional Offic extension., 63 000
Albany Regional Office machinery shed . .. 7 000
NXeekatliarr. District Office toilets and abiutiona 10 000
South Perth Labortoris

Gia9i house .. ..
Jnflammabie iiquid store... ..
Air conditioning of laboroturie,
Aiterations to laboratories

35 000
10 000
20 000
15 000

8160 000

(2) No major reorganisation of dis-
trict office or research station
programmes is proposed for 1975-
76 but every effort will be made
to improve the efficiency and
economy of each programme being
implemented.

(3) No curtailment is envisaged at this
stage which will affect the effici-
ency of thle department's opera-
tions.

MVEMBERS OF PARLIAMNT
Electorate Offices and1 Residency:

Grievance
MR SODEMAN (Pilbara) (2.48 p.m.]:

In the 10 minutes available to me, I wish
to speak about locally-established elec-
torate offices and members' residency, and
I direct my remarks to the Premier.
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The concept of electoral offices is new,
arid therefore, sufficient consideration has
not yet been paid to individual electorate
needs. Personally, I find it is impractical
to have a locally-established electorate
office and residence In the Pilbara.

Mr Harmnan: Why?
Mr SODEMAN: It is impractical for the

following reasons: First of all, my elec-
torate covers 87 750 square miles. It Is
equal to the overall size of the State of
Victoria. Secondly, there are 16 towns
dispersed throughout this area, and some
of them are up to 300 miles apart.

Mr Bertram: Why didn't you reduce Its
size?

Mr SODEMAN: If I were to establish an
electorate office In the Pilbara, it would
be of benefit only to the particular town
in which it was located. I would be faced
wirth the problem of just which town to
choose.

Mir Harman: Port Hedland.
Mr SODEMAN: The people in the P11-

bara find that it is usually quicker to
address their mail to me at Parliament
House, instead of sending it from one town
in the Pilbara to another, as such mal
must come to Perth before it is forwarded
to another town.

Mr Harman: All you are doing is justify-
ing w,%hy you live here in Perth.

Mr SODEMAN: If a member were to
live in a particular town in his electorate
moat of his time would be spent In that
town servicing his office requirements and
his family requirements, and the time
available to him to visit other towns within
the electorate would be dramatically re-
stricted.

Also, for economic reasons this is im-
Practical. A member, if resident in his
electorate, while he Is in Perth during the
three sitting days of Parliament would be
required to take up additional hotel or
motel accommodation, and the same would
apply when he travelled back to his elec-
torate as a result of the requirements of
other towns. He would be living in hotels
and virtually living out of a suitcase on
a daily basis. There would be a need to
employ additional staff at Parliament
House during the three sitting days to
achieve total utilisatlon of time.

Mr A. R. Tonkin: Why are you
frightened of being chopped up? We agree
with you.

Sir Charles Court: Take no notice of
him.

Mr SODEMAN: The previous member
for Pilbara was a Labor member; he was
a member of the party that sits opposite
now and was held in high regard by those
opposite as an efficient member. He was
unable to live in the area and to service
it effectively when the population was
smaller and the number of towns were
fewer than they are now.

Mr Bertram: Why don't you have your
area reduced in size?

Mr SODEMAN: No-one opposite criti-
cised that member-

Mr Bertram: How do you know that?
Mr SODEMAN: -during his term of

office, and rightly so.
Mr O'Neil: The electors criticised him.
Mr SODEMAN: I mean for that parti-

cular reason.
The benefits of being metropolitan based

as far as residence and office facilities are
concerned are as follows: Firstly, if based
here we get total utilisation of our secret-
arial time; secondly, we get better personal
family involvement and relationship; and
thirdly we have complete freedom to travel
to all areas of the electorate and to main-
tain equal representation in respect of each
town within the electorate, between the
sittings of the House.

Mr Bertram: How many secretaries have
you had so far?

Mr SODEMAN; In addition, we have im-
proved communications and ready access
to Government departments and depart-
mental officers. Personal contact Is tre-
mendously important and reduce5 the need
for drawn-out letter writing. It creates
better understanding between individuals;,
and the needs and intents which are so
often misinterpreted in drawn-out letter
writing are better understood.

A member must have priorities in rep-
resenting his electorate, and as far as I
am concerned the priorities are in thuis
order; First of all, my family; secondly,
myself; and, thirdly, the electors. For the
benefit of those members on the other
side who are smiling, I feel that Is a res-
ponsible priority listing.

Mr A. R. Tonkin: The electorate comes
last!

Mr SODEMAN: The member for Morley,
who just Interjected-

Mr A. Rt. Tonkin: You had to ask who
I was!

Mr SODEMA1N: -should In actual fact
be silent; because if a member has not
the foresight, the ability, or the capacity
to look after the members of his family
and keep them happy, sound, and stable-

Mr B. T. Burke: You are a nasty piece
of work.

Mr SODEMAN:, -how can he look after
the people in his electorate? Having stab-
ilised his family situation, a member Is in
a far better position to service the interests
of his electors. When a member Is metro-
nolitan based he can spend part of the
three sitting days each week and the odd
weekend with his family; otherwise, this
would not occur.

Point of Order
Mr H. D. EVANS: On a point of order,

Mr Speaker: You very clearly and lucidly
made a point recently in respect of the

4149



[ASSEM:BLYI

contents of a grievance debate. I have
difficulty reconciling your definition and
interpretation with the personal diatribe
we are confronted with.

The SPEAKER: I think the member for
Warren's point of order is in the nature
of being frivolous. The member far Pilbara
may continue.

Grievance Resumed
Mr SODEMAN: Thank you, Sir. Had

the member for Warren been a little Pat-
lent he would have found I was coming
to the next point I wish to make, which
involves requirements.

In respect of requirements, rather than
the present position of one secretary
between two members1 which a. number of
us have by virtue of the fact that Parlia-
ment House has become exceedingly
cramped and we do not have adequate
facilities. I make an appeal in order to im-
prove our efficiency, to help reduce our
existing costs, and to give the people we
represent potentially equal representation.

The SPEAKER: The member has three
minutes remaining.

MW SODEMAN: I appeal to the Premier
to provide one secretary per member. Per-
sonally, I would rather live In my electorate
and away from the metropolitan area. If
there were such a thing as a disability al-
lowance for members of Parliament, then
those of us who would prefer to live out of
the city should qualify for such an allow-
ance.

There is an old saying that a man's mind
Is as big as his acres. I certainly do not
mean to be critical of metropolitan people
but I would say that those who live in
the country and are objective and positive
thinkers certainly have a better and broad-
er outlook towards life. 1, personally, would
Prefer to live with them.

In conclusion, I would say that whatever
the Premier can do to help solve this
problem would be greatly appreciated by
myself and those whom I represent, just
as it would be appreciated by other mem-
bers who find themselves operating under
conditions similar to mine and who have
similar requirements.

SIR CHARLES COURT (Nedlands-
Premier) [2.57 p.m.)-. In replying to the
grievance of the member for Pilbara, I
want to say that in spite of the levity and
the cynicism expressed by members oppo-
site, I heartily sympathise with his prob-
lem.

Mr A. R. Tonkin:- He is the cynical one:
he puts his electorate last.

Sir CHARLES COURT: Of course, if
the member for Morley does not put his
family first, that is his decision.

Mr A. R. Tonkin. It is better than put-
ting your electorate last.

Sir CHARLES COURT: In sorting out
this question of electorate offices, a num-
ber of problems have yet to be resolved;
and the more one sees of this the more
one realises that because of the nature of
our State and the nature of some of its
electorates there is no easy solution. The
Deputy Premier has been giving some con-
sideration to trying to meet the com-
plaints, the requests, and the problems of
different members who have made repre-
sentations.

I am not sure whether those members
have come from one side or from both
sides of the House; but whoever has a
problem is entitled to discuss the matter
with the proper authority. The Deputy
Premier, on behalf of the Government, is
endeavouring to find a solution. I invite
the attention of all members on the other
side of the House to this problem: when
one has an electorate like Pilbara, Mur-
ohison-Eyre, or Kimberley, just where
does one situate one's electorate office?

Mr Bertram: Why didn't you do some-
thing about it in the proper manner?

Sir CHARLES COURT: There is also
the fact that electors in such areas
where there are considerable communities
widely spread have some very strong and
parochial views. They also have communi-
cation problems, as was mentioned by the
member for Pilbara. For instance, if a
person wishes to write a letter and send it
from Tomn Price to Port Hedland it takes
longer than it takes to send a letter f rom
Tom Price to Perth. That is the nature
of the postal system. The postal author-
ities would argue there is a very good
reason for this. However, that Is not the
point.

The fact is that the member for Pilbara,
who is one of the most zealous members
in this Chamber and who services his
electorate in an extraordinarily good man-
ner-in view of the tremendous pressures
involved in respect of time, distance, and
expense--has endeavoured to meet this
situation from Perth. He has only one
secretary whom he must share with an-
other member and I would suggest from
what I have seen of his workload that it
is heavier than the workload of most
members because of the nature of his
electorate. He is confronted with a situ-
ation in respect of which I do not think
a solution can be found within Parliament
House.

I want to remind members opposite,
particularly the metropolitan members,
that in the meantime the taxpayer is sav-
ing a lot of money because of the fact that
we have not got a Pilbara electorate office,
which would be about the most expensive
office of this nature because of the costs
Involved in the area. We do not have that
expense in the Pilbara;, but in Perth we
have the memnber sharing an office and
sharing a secretary, and with a very heavy
workload. I sympathise with the member
for Pilbara in this respect.
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Mr Harman. He could ring his electorate
at any time he likes.

Sir CHARLES COURT: The member for
Maylands has a little postage stamp of an
electorate and would not understand the
'Problems of electorates like the Pilbara.

Mr Jamnieson. He has a good point there.
Mr Bryce: Now you see what it means

to represent constituents on the other side
of the railway line.

Sir CHARLES COURT: The honourable
member has used the grievance debate for
a legitimate purpose; namely, to invite the
attention of the House. as well as the
Government, to the fact that some mem-
bers have problems. If- members opposite
adopted a reasonable approach to these
things and were not so jaunmdived in their
attitude they would be joining with the
member concerned, and others in this
House, to try to find solutions to these
problems.

Mr A. R. Tonkin: We had the solutions
but you rejected them: you refused to
chop up the electorates.

The SPEAKER: Order! We will try to
avoid the Little Sir Echo interjections in
future.

Sir CHARLES COURT: The simple fact
of the matter is that we are dealing with
the problems of servicing electorates which
are very remote and have dispersed popu-
lations. Other members in this House
experience similar problems. I hope when
we find a solution to the problem of the
member for Pilbara, we will also find a
solution to the Problems experienced by
other members.

I assure the member for Pilbara that
we are not unmindful of the Issue he has
raised; unlike members opposite who have
indicated their attitude by interjection, we
are sympathetic to his problems and we
will endeavour to find an answer not only
to his difficulties but also to those experi-
enced by other members with remote elec-
torates, which could not have been fore-
shadowed or Provided for when the original
arrangements were arrived at.

METROPOLITAN WATER BOARD
Retrenchment of Employees: Grievance

MR B. T. BURKE (Balga) [3.02 p.m.J,
This State is on the verge of perhaps the
most disruptive stoppage in Its history and
It is being taken quite deliberately to the
brink by a State Government which is
guided by philosophies and Ideologies which
fail to grasp the essential value of a man's
meaningful work, and the value to the
conmunity of keeping men employed and
families cared for.

Mr Thompson: If we had followed our
philosophy 'we would have carried out the
work by contract and nothing would have
been said once the money cut out.

Mr Bertram: That is not a philosophy
at all.

Mr Bryce: You should see what contract
work has done in my electorate; you would
never let a contract again.

The SPEAKER: Order!
Mr 13. T. BURKE: This Is the philosophy

which allows the Premier to spend $2 000
of the taxpayers' money-taxes paid by
the men he Proposes to retrench-on an
advertisement attacking the shortcomings
of the union, but which promised no sub-
stantial solution to the dispute; the
Premier merely supported a biased view
of' the dispute.

Mr O'Connor: Did the unions do the
same with their money?

Mr Taylor: Yes, but it was their money,
You spent taxpayers' money.

Mr B. T. BURKE: The Government's
performance in this dispute can quite
easily be shown to have lacked a proper
sense of balance.

Mr Sibson: Rubbish 1
Mr B. T. BURKE:* It has left many

things to be desired, if we are to rely on
this Government properly to manage the
industrial affairs of this State.

Firstly, let us look at the history of this
union. In a period of 25 years, It has lost
only 21 days through Industrial action, 1.2

days of which were Part of a general
stoppage which was called over the fuel
and energy legislation. The other day
comprised two half days with a total loss
of working time of, I understand, some
six hours. That certainly Is not the record
of an irresponsible union, or one of the
militant unions to which the Minister for
Labour and Industry so often refers.

into the context of a union which acts
with this sort of responsibility has been
thrust the actions of this Government. On
the 19th September. without prior con-
sultation and only weeks after the Metro-
politan Water Supply, Sewerage and
Drainage Board had told the union that
no retrenchments were planned, union
officials were summoned to the Metro-
politan Water Board and told that 300-
Plus of its members were to be retrenched.
They were not consulted or asked about
it; they were merely told that this was
the situation.

Since that time it has been this State
Government which has been dragging an
unwilling public and work force employed
by the Metropolitan Water Board towards
the brink of absolute disaster. That is
where we stand today.

I do not wish to dwell on long criti-
cisms of the Government for its actions
in the past because I think It is time now
to look at the sorts of things which still
can be done to avoid the stoppage which
seems imminent. However, It Ill behoves
the Premier to launch savage personal
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attacks on union leaders who in the past
have shown no sign of Irresponsiblity,
but have shown nothing but a sense of
judgment and fairness In their dealings
with the Government and the union mem-
bers.

Mr Thompson: That is not evident by
their publicity in the newspaper.

Mr Laurance: How long has the present
secretary been in office?

Mr B. T. BURKE: There are many
things this Government can do, the first
of which-

Mr Sibson: Is to get rid of the member
for Balga.

Mr B. T. BURKE: -is not to anticipate
a situation which may not occur. We know
that over the past several years, Aus-
tralian Government funds have generally
exceeded by the end of the financial year
the amount initially promised.

If it becomes necessary as this financial
year draws to a close to-e-s the Premier
puts it-become a, prudent housekeeper,
the decision should be made at that time.
if it becomes necessary to talk about re-
trenching people, when we are dealing
with an area as sensitive and as important
as this, do not anticipate a situation which
may not come about and announce the
retrenchments now.

If in fact, as the Premier says, inflation
will create major problems in the financial
running of this State this financial year,
the effects of that inflation should be
translated Into action when and only
when those problems become apparent, as
the financial year draws to a close; cer-
tainly, it should not be done now.

We have also seen over the September
quarter-regardless of the reasons--a fall
of 0.1 per cent in the cost of living. Let
us not anticipate that the cost of' living
and inflation'will. produice, a situation which
will force us to retrench these men; let us
wait until that situation comes about, and
wake decisions then. If the Premier
maintains be wants to balance his Budget
and be a prudent housekeeper, let him
retrench those people at the appropriate
time.

There Is an anticipated surplus of almost
$2 million within the Metropolitan Water
Board. The Premier will argue that this
Ls offset against loan funds which have
been made available to the board. At the
same time, however, he will talk about
the record amount his Government has
made available to the board. For obvious
reasons, the Premier will not mention the
two Items In the one breath.

This anticipated surplus which will be-
come evident at the end of the financial
year should be made available immediately
to maintain these People in employment.
It is Just not good enough for the Pre-
ier and his Government to rank at such

a low level on their list of priorities the
employment of these people, so that they
will be the first to go.

In the last Budget, the problems we are
now facing might easily have been pre-
dicted because It was then that the Gov-
ernment decided to take 3 per cent of the
total revenue of the Metropolitan Water
Board; It was then that the quite savage
Increase in rates which ha~s comne about
became apparent; it was then that we
should have discerned that the Premier
and his Government ultimately would
cause a cut-back in this industry.

The SPEAKER: The honourable mem-
ber has three minutes remaining.

Mr B. T. BURKE: The seizure of this
surplus from the Metropolitan Water Board
should be allowed to proceed at ths time.
I realise that the Premier has counted on
this money to be allocated to another area.
However, we are talking about priorities.
Should we continue with plans to spend
$1 million on a new Art Gallery, or should
we save people's jobs?

Mr Laurance: The Federal Government
could always sell Blue Poles.

Mr B. T. BURKE: While the Govern-
ment promised to transfer workers to other
Government departments, advertisements
appeared in the newspapers announcing
vacancies which could have been filled by
these men.

Mr O'Neil: How many?
Mr B. T. BURKE: I counted seven

vacancies.
Mr O'Neil: There were two.
Mr B. T'. BURKE: That Is seven too

many.
Mr C'Neil: There were two.
Mr B. T. BURKE: Cannot the Minister

understand that the $2 000 the Government
has spent on these advertisements Is en-
ough to pay the wages of 14 Metropolitan
Water Board workers for one week?

Mr Sodeman: Were they of a similar
classification?

Mr B, T. BURKE: Yes, all labourers,
and, If the Government is to be sincere,
one advertisement is one too many. There
should be Inserted in all tender documents
a condition favouring those contractors
who will meet commitments In regard to
employing workers facing retrenchment,
and the Proper use of long service and
annual leave entitlements should come Into
play not at the behest of a union, but at
the behest of the Government. The Gov-
ernment should not wait until a union
brings these matters to light.

This Government needs to recognise,
and should announce publicly, that In the
last month there has been a wastage of
40 men in this industry.

In an endeavour to keep these men in
employment for a little longer we had to
screw from the Minister for Urban Develop-
ment and Town Planning $300 000 that
had been set aside for urban land develop-
ment. The Government Is like a patient,
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and the union has been like a dentist In
trying to draw unwilling teeth from the
patient.

The Government has not been sincere.
It wants to get dinkum and stick to prin-
ciples to try to avert this crisis, because If
It does not, it will rue the day when It
forces this community into Impending
disaster.

SIR CHARLES COURT (Nedlands-
Premier) (3.12pm.]: The member lor
Balga Is guilty of a very serious offence. He
is using this occasion to try to Inflame.
I know that he and his friends in t' e TLC
would very much like to find this union
within the TLC, because It does not hap-
pen to be there at the moment.

Mr B. T. Burke: You are driving It to
the TLC. though, surely and finally.

Sir CHARLES COURT: The honourable
member will rue the day that he ever got
involved in this in the way he has, because
no Government has been more patient and
long-suffering than this one. I remind the
honourable member that normally this
matter would be handled entirely by the
Metropolitan Water Board, but in view of
the fact that the board is relying on the
finance made available to it from the Trea-
sury. Ministers have become involved In
this matter more than normally would be
the case. In fact I have become personally
involved for good reason; namely, because
I understand, very clearly, and probably
better than those on the other side of the
Chamber, just what is the problem of un-
skilled men when they find themselves on
the unemployed list.

In our efforts to try to alleviate the
situation and to minimise the hurt, we have
been prepared to talk, and talk, and talk.
The $'750 000, for Instance, to which the
member for Balga referred, has all been
used up. because of delays in retrench-
ments over a period of six weeks as a
result of Government decisions made in
conjunction and In consultation with the
board and the union, and we are back to
where-

Mr B. T. Burke: Every single discussion
has been at the initiative of the unions.

Sir CHARLES COURT: If the honour-
able member does not want to listen I
suggest he leave the Chamber so that
he does not hear what I want to say, be-
cause it Is rather important that I get the
position in its proper perspective.

The member for Balga referred to ad-
vertisements Inserted in the Press. The
Government has a duty not only to the
board and the workmen employed by the
board, but also to their families. It has a
duty also to the general public. It was our
desire, out of necessity and public duty,
to make sure that at least in one ad-
vertisement the Public understood, with-
out any acrimony, the true facts and
the offer that had been made to the union
In all the talks that had taken place with
the union, and particularly in regard to

talks that took place with the TLC and
the union itself last Friday morning.

The cost of the advertisement Is, of
course, very small compared with what
we are dealing with. It is a strange thing
that this union has been prepared to spend
a prodigious sum of money-with more to
come. I understand-on Press advertise-
ments to try to villify and to stir up fear
in the minds of the Public to suit its
purposes.

I want to pay tribute to the union,
as we have known It until now. It has been
a union that has had a wonderful record.
It has had very little militancy and only
minor industrial stoppages. But in the pre-
sent dispute it has been almost unique
during the discussions I have had, the
board has had, and the Ministers have had
in that we have not had the President there
once, and yet he went into the Press and
said I had been inept in handling the sit-
uation. To the best of my knowledge he
was not Present at the consultations on
any occasion. The general secretary is a
Person, I believe, who has not had a
long-time record in this union as some old-
timers have had. I am led to believe they
are not happy with the Present situation
that is being wished upon them; they are
virtually being pushed over the brink
Into a great industrial crisis because ap-
parently somebody who Is young in this
business wants to go on record as having
staged the first big strike in the union's
history.

It is the Public who will suffer, and the
workmen themselves who will suffer. If
one accepts literally the statements made
by the Present union secretary that this
strike will be of approximately three weeks'
duration, He went on to say that that
would save the Government the money
it wants to save. What a crazy way to
handle the situation when men will go
out of Jobs unnecessarily and, in the mean-
time, not only will the Public suffer, but
also literally hundreds of men will be
thrown out of work.

Let me run quickly through the events
leading up to the Present situation. Last
year the board had funds of $42.2 million.
This year is has funds of $49.6 million, be-
cause State funds increased its contribu-
tion from $12.5 million last year to $20

Milion this year. The Commonwealth
Government kept its figure to $11.9 mil-
lion, but had it Increased the amount to
cover the inflation figure of 25 per cent
that Is involved in this type of work, we
would have had the $3 million now needed.
The State Government has approached
the Commonwealth Government, and the
union has approached the Commonwealth
Government, but both of us have had the
same fiat refusal.

I return to another point. The member
for Balga referred to surplus budgeting in
the board's operations and the application
of this money to avoid any retrenchments.
What he overlooked Is the fact that the
State Government, in trying to assist the
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board with its financial position and to re- but if they want to and the union also
lieve the burden on the public that would
have occurred through increased charges,
has fed into the board from the State's
general funds something like $2.5 million.
This was done in an endeavour to make the
board financial and to take some of the
burden off the public. So instead of hav-
ing a surplus, if we had a true account-
ing the board would have a deficit, and
the only reason it budgeted for a small
surplus is due to the fact that the Gov-
ernment was prepared to feed into the
board something like $2.5 million to relieve
Its financial problems.

The more expedient and the more simple
way would be, of course, to retrench the
redundant men, and normally they would
be retrenched on the basis on which the
union insists-last on first off.

The SPEAKER: The Premier has three
minutes remaining.

Sir CHARLES COURT: Many of these
men have a short term of service with the
board and so they would go off first. How-
ever, under the system that we put for-
ward as a compromise-because the union
would not agree to any retrenchments-
we agreed that no retrenchments would
take place but we would overcome the
situation another way. We suggested that
after the Christmas holiday break, which
normally is four weeks and three days,
with a holiday loading of 171 per cent, the
men would stand down for one week, and
then at the end of February stand down
for one week in six on a roster basis,
with a maximum of three such rosters.

As a result of representations by Messrs
Cooley and Coleman, we agreed that the
Treasury would underwrite this scheme
and take up the slack in order to cut the
rosters down from three to two. We have
gone further. We have said, "We will review
our loan funds performance at the end
of December, and at the end of January,
and if we can get a little bit here and
little bit there, we will try to push this
money in, in the hope of getting a re-
duction in the second roster." At the same
time we agreed that two weeks before each
roster started we would confer with both
the union and the board to try to avoid
a second roster.

However, the union said that there was
a better way. It said it did not want any
retrenchments. It said, "If you let the
men take pro rota long service leave, fin-
anced from some mythical fund"-which
has been referred to by the member for
Balga-"this will solve your problem." But
it will not.

We guess many men will resent having
to take their long service leave accumnula-
tion prematurely, because probably they
have got used to the fact that they will
take it at the end of a certain period of
years. They want the leave then, and not
now.

We will not agree to the men being
forced to take their long service leave;

wants them to, we are Prepared to let
them take it. However, no-one will be
forced to take this leave. They will not
be directed to take it, but it will be granted
only at the option of each individual
worker. We agree with this method.

Why this matter has been raised again
is beyond my understanding. Members
will find that each of the Points is covered
in the advertisement complained of by
members opposite. I sincerely hope that
some of the old brigade, who have given
such tremendous service as members of
the work force of the board, will Prevail
on the others and will allow the system
to get on with the lob, on the clear under-
standing that the Government is in full
consultation with the union, and with the
Trades and Labor Council if it wants to
loin in, to make sure the stand-down is
minimised with the absolute assurance
from me as Treasurer that if the Christ-
mas stand-down plus the two rosters are
not sufficient, the Treasurer will have to
find ways and means of taking up the
slack.

TRAIL BIKES AND RECREATION
VEHICLES

Nuisance at Lancelin: Grievance

MR CRANE (Moore) [3.22 p.m.]: I
would like to take this opportunity to bring
before the House a matter which is caus-
ing considerable concern to some People
in my electorate; namely, the people living
in the town of Lancelin.

The Problem these People face is one
which I hope will be solved before this
session of Parliament is finished. It con-
cerns indiscriminate use of motorbikes,
beach buggies, and trail bikes, which make
a lot of noise, particularly when they are
used at the weekends. I am told that the
nuisance has become so bad that the People
of Lancelin cannot hold a reasonable con-
versation in their homes at the weekends.
They say they cannot watch television
because of the noise. Many of these People
leave Lancelin during the weekend to go
elsewhere, and in so doing they are de-
prived of the Pleasure of spending a
leisurely weekend in their homes.

The Organisation which is most con-
concerned about this nuisance is the
Country Women's Association. It has
written to me on several Occasions in re-
spect of the matter. I have spoken to
some of the residents of Lancelin, and
they say that a weekend at Lancelin is
reminiscent of the Charge of the Light
Brigade. They say there are bikes to the
left of them, bikes to the right of them,
bikes all around them roaring and thun-
dering. I understand that to be the posi-
tion.

The Gingin Shire has quite a thick file
dealing with this matter. I have written
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letters to the Minister for Police, the Min-
ister for Lands, and the Minister for Re-
creation. I understand that something
will be done about this nuisance, but un-
fortunately not before this coming summer.

I noticed a letter in a newspaper a few
weeks ago dealing with the noise caused
by trail bikes. A complaint bad been made
about the nuisance cansed to the patients
of St. Anne's Hospital at Mt. Lawley. The
second paragraph of the rcport is as
follows--

Could something be done to have
these trail bikes shifted to another
location, preferably outside the metro-
politan area?

I do not think this is good enough. These
trail bikes and recreation vehicles should
not be permitted to cause a nuisance in
the metropolitan area, but the shifting of
these activities to places outside the metro-
politan area is not the answer to the prob-
lem. I would not wish this even upon the
nomadic tribes of the Simpson Desert. I
believe those People are entitled to some
consideration.

The OWA is a responsible organisation,
but it is becoming very desperate in its
efforts to curb these activities. It has asked
me to endeavour to have something done
about this Problem before the holiday sea-
son commences. I am sure the legislation
will not be prepared in time, so I am
asking the Minister for Police and the
Minister for Conservation and the Envir-
ornent to make some comments on the
damage that has been done to the environ-
ment and in disturbing the peace and quiet
of the area.

When we stir up the females of the
community, it is as well for us to remember
that the female of the species is more
deadly than the male. The people who are
riding these trail bikes In that area might
not receive too warn a reception in the
future, or the type of reception to which
they have become accustomed!

I have been told it is almost impossible
for the officers of the local authorities to
apprehend the people concerned. When
they see officers from the local authorities
coming on the scene they drive into the
scrub and thumb their noses. Perhaps we
need helicopters and grapnels to Pick these
people up.

I would make a special plea to the Minis-
ter for Police to despatch a traffic patrol
to the Lancelin area, starting this weekend,
and to keep the patrol there every weekend
until the legislation is in force. By that
means we can at least control the activi-
ties of these People who ride trail bikes
and drive recreation vehicles through the
streets of Lancelin. I believe the traffic
patrol could do something in this regard
to overcome the Problem. I am sure the
patrol officers would welcome the oppor-
tunity to pit their skills against the skills
of the budding Stirling Mosses. It would
be an extremely interesting exercise for

the patrolmen on their motorbikes. Per-
haps they would like the opportunity to
take to the scrub and obtain a few con-
victions.

Mr Jamieson: They are not allowed to.
Mr CRANE: Unfortunately the legisla-

tion has taken a long time to be intro-
duced. I believe one of the difficulties which
members face in this House Is the great
deal of time that is taken up in discussing
matters which do not solve many of the
Problems which confront us. In particular,
we are aware of one Problem relating to
a profession which has been with us for
a long time; it is one which has thrived
on the nocturnal habits of amorous males.
A great deal of the time of the House
has been taken up in discussing this mat-
ter. However, despite our efforts the prob-
lem has not been solved. If we bring for-
ward legislation which will serve a use-
ful purpose we will be doing the com-
munity a greater service. We have talked
about houses of prostitution; I am not sure
whether this is not a House of procras-
tination! On some questions we have spent
a great deal more time than was necessary.
I am sure the only way we will stop
prostitution is to take away the sexual
desires of People: however. I myself am
too young to support such legislation.

The SPEAKER: The honourable mem-
ber has three more minutes.

Mr CRANE: I do ask the Minister for
Police to consider what I have put for-
ward for a road Patrol to be despatched to
the Lancelin area every weekend, because
this nuisance is causing great concern to
the people of Lancelin and the womenfolk
there are desperately in need of assistance.
This nuisance has disturbed the peace and
quiet of what is a very nice seaside resort.

I would like to ask the Minister for
Conservation and the Environment what
action he has taken in this regard. Does
he appreciate the damage which is being
done to the beaches and the sand dunes
in the area: and will he act as quickly as
possible before it is too late? I am sure
both Ministers will accede to the requests
I have made on behalf of the CWA and
the residents of Lancelin.

MRt O'CONNOR (Mt. Lawley-Minister
for Traffic) [3.29 P.M.]: I acknowledge
the comments made by the member for
Moore, and the legality of those com-
ments. I am sure the Problems he has
outlined do exist. We all know that they
have existed for a long Period of time.

As late as Yesterday we introduced legis-
lation to control these activites, in the
hope that we can Provide members with
ample time to consider it and bring for-
ward comments as to whether or not they
think this legislation will work, and
what amendments they consider to be ne-
cessary.

We realise this is very diffcult legisla-
tion. We have two different categories of
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oeople to cater for. We have the environ- Mr Bryce; I ami going to address re-
ineritalists. who as the honourable mem-
ber has Pointed out have a real and legi-
timate problem. We also have to consider
those people who legitimately ride fun
bikes or drive recreation vehicles, and who
inadvertently cause damage to areas and
create a nuisance to other people.

Mr Jamieson: What about the third
group-the people who are being disturbed
by these activities in the weekend?

Mr O'CONNOR: Of course we have re-
gard for them, too, and we must protect
these people; I agree with the Deputy
Leader of the Opposition. This is why we
have submitted the legislation. The Points
raised by the honourable member are not
as easy to overcome as he or others might
think because neither the police nor the
Road Traffic Authority has control of
people in the bush in those areas. As a
matter of fact, as members know, there
is no legislation which covers the problem.

The honourable member indicated that
some people are using these bikes on the
streets. I will check on this and take
what action I can. I believe that the
legislation on the notice paper will, to a
great degree, overcome the problem, but
it will not be the end of the Problem. If
we are sensible, members from both sides
will get together in order to come up with
something which will overcome the initial
problem and the objections raised by the
honourable member.

I have noted what he has said and I
will contact the authority to see whether
we can overcome the situation in the
streets. I hope he and other members
will help to find a solution to the overall
fun bike problem, bearing In mind the
various people involved, including the en-
vironmentalists, those affected by the noise,
and those who are genuinely out to have
some fun without causing a great deal of
trouble to the community. if we can get
together on this matter we will be able
to do a great deal to help the community
in this field. I assure the honourable
member I will take what action I can.

METROPOLITAN WATER BOARD.
AND SEWERAGE

Retrenchment of Employees: Grievance
XR BRYCE (Ascot) (3.31 P.m.]: I feel

compelled, on behalf of the people I repre-
sent, and particularly a small section of
those at present employed by the Metro-
politan Water Board, to join my voice
with that of the member for Balga in
urging that the Government refrain from
the course of action It has announced it
will adopt In sacking-

The SPEAKER: Will the honourable
member please resume his seat for the
time being?

I may be wrong, but I gather from what
the honourable member has begun to say
that he intends to speak on the same
subject dealt with by the member for
Baige.

marks directly to the Minister for Works
relating to the sacking of 300 water board
employees.

The SPEAKER: While I am on my feet
I must think about what action to take
in regard to grievances when more than
one member talks about the same subject.
In this way It would be in the nature of
a debate. For some years now, although
not for very long in the history of our
Parliament, we have dealt with grievances.
However. if one member raises a grievance.
and then other members follow on to
speak about the same Issue, although they
might take slightly different lines, a debate
could ensue.

Without having given much thought to
the matter, I am inclined to the view that
this would not be a good practice or policy
to adopt, neither should it become in-
herent in our behaviour in grievance de-
bates.

At this point of time I do not want to
prevent the member for Ascot from speak-
Ing because he has in his mind to say
something about a subject, and he did not
expect me to speak as I am speaking. How-
ever. I ask him not to develop a debate con-
sciousness during grievances. The mem-
ber for Ascot.

Mr BRYCE: I think you will appreciate,
Mr Speaker, that if You represent-

The SPEAKER: I do not want the
honourable member to argue at this point
of time.

Mr BRYCE: Sure. Perhaps I should
address my remarks to the Premier. Uin-
like the Premier, I represent a significant
number of the 300 men who are likely to
be sacked by the MV/B. I do not think
anyone would expect that a significant
number of these workers would be -

The SPEAKER: Order! Will members
watch the level of conversation please?

Mr BRYCE: -residing in the Premier's
constituency of Nedlands. Those on this
side of the House must be entitled to feel
somewhat cynical when we hear the Prem-
ier say that he, more than most in this
Chamber, can appreciate the difficulties
and suffering which families encounter
when the breadwinner is unemployed.

If the Premier represented an electorate
on my side of the railway line he would
come in contact with this situation a
sight more often than he does now.

As one who represents some of the
workers who have been to see me In my
office, and as one who represents people
whose district has been recently sewered
by private contractors, I feel compelled to
urge the Premier to appreciate some of the
very real problems which have arisen in
our society because of Government deci-
sions-not only the decisions of his Govern-
ment, but those of Previous Governments-
to employ Private contractors for sewerage
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work. I propose to illustrate some of the
enormous problems which developed in
my own electorate because of that practice.

The crux of this whole issue arises from
the statement by the Minister for Works
during negotiations with members of the
union involved. He said that it was a
policy of his particular Government that
no wages staff be employed by Govern-
ments; salaried workers, yes, but not wages
employees. Obviously these would include
employees of the SEC, the Railways De-
partment, the MWB, and the PWD. He
stated that It was his Government's
philosophy to ensure that vast numbers of
wages staff were sacked and the jobs they
were doing handed over to private con-
tractors.

I believe that a few basic observations
should be made at this point about the
Importance of sewerage to our city. The
Premier says that he cannot find $3.6 mil-
lion to enable him to keep these 300 MWB
workers employed. I suggest that If a
Labor Government were in office it would
find the $3.5 million because Labor's prior-
ities are different. We would not be pre-
pared to accept a callous decision to throw
300 men out of work.

If the only alternative was for the Gov-
ernment to incur a $3 million deficit to
keep these 300 workers employed-I am not
suggesting this is the only alternative-I
can assure the Premier the Labor Govern-
ment would be quite happy to do it because
we would be more Preoccupied with the
men and the families concerned than with
the balancing of the Budget. If the
Premier wants a lesson on how to achieve
a deficit figure of this type, I suggest he
takes note of how some of his counter-
parts have done it In other States, which
have run Into enormous deficits In recent
years in order to finance this type of situ-
ation.

Mr Coyne: Why are you not worried
about the 500 in Kalgoorlie?

Mr BRYCE: I am equally worried about
them.

Mr Coyne: You do not seem to be.
Mr BRYCIE: I am also wordied about

the 1 500 at SwInana whose occupations
are threatened.

Mr Jamieson: The Government isn't; It
didn't even have a representative at the
meeting.

Mr B3RYCE: The point I stress Is that
the callous disregard for the workers and
their families has been demonstrated today
as It was demonstrated by the Premier,
who was the Minister at the beginning of
the 1960s when a similar decision was made
In respect of Collie. There is a clear con-
sistency.

Mr B. 'T. Burke: The Minister for Fluel
and Energy describes that as spilt. milk.

Mr -BRYCE: There was a surplus of $22
million in the Premier's own department at

the end of this financial year which Is
seven times the amount of money necessary
to finance the continued employment of
these 300 workers. Yet he says he cannot
juggle his accounts. He will not juggle his
accounts and he is not prepared to finance
a deficit to keep the 300 workers In their
j obs.

So far as our city Is concerned It Is the
most unsewered city In the country. No-
one in the Chamber could argue that there
Is not an enormous backlog of sewerage
work required to be done. We have 68 000
unsewered lots in the metropolitan area
which Is a higher Proportion than in any
other capital city in our fair country.

We know Perth is situated on one of the
world's largest aquifers and that although
the bulk of our water supply comes from
the hills, It Is supplemented from sub-
artesian water.

We are also aware of the vast spread of
septic tank systems throughout the sandy
soil area of Perth, which create a seep-
age Problem. We are all familiar with the
stench which emanates from bore water,
and we also know that taken to its ex-
treme that seepage constitutes a health
hazard to this State.

Mr O'Neil: Are you saying that the
stench associated with bore water is the
result of septic tanks?

Mr BRYCE: Not exclusively.
Mr O'Neil: Not at all.
Mr BRYCE' I do not have the time to

debate that particular point.
Mr O'Neil: No, the member is using

scaremonger tactics.
Mr BRYCE: Some months ago I raised

a serious problem in a grievance debate
relating to sewerage, and at the conclusion
of his remarks the Minister piously said he
would look into the situation. I have not
as yet heard one single word with regard
to that problem and that brings me to the
point which Is of greatest concern to me
and the people I represent in the Belmnont
district.

Three separate private contracts, associ-
ated with sewerage works, are nearing com-
pletloni in my electorate. The largest of
the three contractors Involved went broke.

The SPEAKER: The member has two
minutes.

Mr BRYCE: I would point out that the
contracts were let prior to the election of
the Tonkin Labor Government. There has
been a great deal of unwarranted publicity
and criticism of the workmen employed
by the Metropolitan Water Board, Partic-
ularly from those members who sit op-
posite in this Chamber. However, I point
out that when the contractor who was
carrying out the enormous sewerage works
in my district went bankrupt People were
left with gaping holes in their backyards
for months. As is the case when such con-
tracting firms go bankrupt, fences, swim-
ming pools, and gamges disappeared Into
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the gaping holes. The people in moy elec-
torate begged the Government to send out
Metropolitan Water Board workmen to fin-
ish the job. They pleaded with the Gov-
ernment for same relief, and asked that
the job be completed by dinkumn and hon-
est workers. They were sick and tired of
having their backyards disrupted.

'The neighbourhood where the excava-
tions are has become a complete disgrace
and, of course, no relief can be obtained
from the private contractor. I urge the
Premier and the Minister for Works to
reconsider their decision to sack 300 mem-
bers of the Government work force, and
have some regard for the quality of work
they have performed. Before the Gov-
ernment decides to give that type of work
to a private contractor it should consider
what has happened in my electorate. I urge
the Government to reconsider its decision.

If the workmen concerned are forced to
take the issue to the point of refuwing
their labour, the resultant disruption will
rest on the Government and, particularly,
on the head of the Premier.

SIR CHARLES COURT (Nedlands-
Premier) [3.43 p.mn.): The honourable
member has used his time-as did his
colleague, the member for Balga-in an
effort to inflame the workmen on the one
hand and, at the same time, to try to de-
nigrate all people who work for private
contractors.

Mr Bryce: The Premier should see my
electorate.

Sir CHARLES COURT: I remind the
honourable member-

Several members Interjected.
The SPEAKER: Order!
Sir CHARLES COURT: -that those

who work for private contractors are also
people.

Mr Jamieson: They did a shocking job
at Belmont.

Sir CHARLES COURT: They are still
people, and if members opposite want them
out of work they should come out and
say so.

Mr Jamieson: They were put off because
their masters went broke.

Sir CHARLES COURT: The honourable
member also referred to the sacking of 300
men. The retrenchments are necessary to
meet a financial situation.

Mr O'Neil: The other States have been
placed in the same position.

Sir CHARLES COURT: Our situation is
similar to that which exists in other
States. The Commonwealth fell short of
the money necessary to cope with the In-
flation factor in this section of work. Mem-
bers opposite cannot point the bone at
the State Government.

Mr Bryce: The Government is respon-
sible for State instrumentalities.

Sir CHARLES COURT: Might I remind
the honourable member that we put in an
extra $7.5 million. A sum of $12.5 million
has become $20 million.

Mr B. T. Burke: But not in this area.
Sir CHARLES COURT: Let me go back

to another area. The member for Ascot
asked why the Government did not bud-
get for a deficit. I want to tell him-
and the unions now understand this-that
had we budgeted for a deficit of $3 mil-
lion as suggested, the extra sum of $7.5
million to the board would have become
$4.5 million.

Mr B. T. Burke: By your decision.
Sir CHARLES COURT: No, because of

financial necessity.
Mr B. T. Burke: You could have taken

the money from another area.
Mr O'Neil: What area?
The SPEAKER: Order!
Sir CHARLES COURT: The Govern-

ment has to make some judgment In these
matters and we had to look at the total
situation.

Mr Bryce: The priorities of the Govern-
ment are wrong.

Sir CHARLES COURT: I just ask the
member to listen. He wanted us to listen
to him, but he does not want to listen to
our answers to his charges.

Mr Bryce: There have not been any.
The SPEAKER: Order! I think the Pre-

mier should be allowed to reply without
too many interjections.

Sir CHARLES COURT: To go back to
the question of a deficit, had we budgeted
for a. deficit let us get a clear picture of
what would have come out because of less
funds.
Sitting suspended from 3.46 to 4.04 p.m.

The SPEAKER: The Premier has 41
minutes left.

Sir CHIARLES COURT: Before the after-
noon tea suspension I was commenting on
the problems which arise if we have deficit
budgeting. I know some members on the
other side do not want to accept the facts
of the matter, but the State Government
has to take out of the loan funds an
amount equivalent to its deficit. If we had
a deficit of $3 million, we would have to
take $3 million out of loan funds, and I
suggested the first to suffer would be the
amount which went to the water board.
There was a reaction to this from the
other side, but I ask where members op-
posite would take the money from, They
are Interested in the schools, hospitals,
and the thousand-and-one things that
come out of loan funds. They are getting
their facts so mixed that they are more
confused than the union officials, who I
think at -least understand that had we
gone into deficit budgeting we would be
in a worse position.
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it has been alleged that we are sacking
300 men. For weeks and weeks 'we have
been trying to find an alternative because
the union did not want retrenchments;
and we wanted to negotiate. The reasons
I am disappointed that two members have
seen fit to use the grievance debate to
raise this subject are firstly, the men are
meeting this afternoon, and secondly, the
matter has been referred to Commissioner
Cort and my understanding was that both
parties bad agreed, under the section of
the Act to which the matter was related,
to accept the decision of Commissioner
Cort. If that is the situation, surely we
would expect members on the other side
at least to have the good sense to refrain
from this kind of inflammatory talk so
that the commissioner could hear the mat-
ter, and the parties concerned could get
his finding.

Mr B. T. Burke: That did not hold you
back on Monday.

Sir CHARLXS COURT: The Govern-
ment has accepted the fact that It will be
bound by Commissioner Cort's ruling. If
my information about the mass meeting is
correct, It has been indicated there will be
another meeting on Sunday. if Comnmis-
sioner Cart recommends retrenchments,
the union will not accept the recoin-
nmendation; If he recommends the Govern-
ment proposition, It will not accept that.
So where do we go? I want to say here
and now that the Government Is com-
mitted to accepting Commissioner Cart's
finding.

Mr B. T. Burke: What about the ad-
vertisements of 'vacaincies these men could
have filled?

Sir CHARLES COURT: Of course we
will do our best to transfer men from one
place to the other. We will co-operate
with the union to find jobs for people
within other Government departments, if
they will take them: but I1 will not be a
Party to Pushing men from A to B as
suggested on the other side. I have given
an undertaking that as soon as we can
sort this matter out at Proper organisa-
tion will be set up with complete co-opera-
tion from the Government through the
Public Service Board and the Metropolitan
Water Supply, Sewerage and Drainage
Board, to ensure there is maximum con-
sultation and that any Job which is suit-
able will be available to men who are re-
dundant in the water board. This is one
of the ways we hoped to find a solution
so that we did not even have to go Into
the second roster.

Mr O'Neil: We discussed that with the
union on Friday.

Sir CHARLES COURT: This matter was
discussed with the union and the TLC re-
Presentative on Friday.

Mr B. T. Burke: You have been advertis-
ing these Jobs, and the Minister knows it.

Sir CHARILES COURT: Members on the
other side have no objective other than to
try to inflame and incite these men, when

they should be using their good offices to
get them to understand they have a sym-
pathetic Government which is bending
over backwards to try to resolve the situa-
tion. Members opposite are inflaming
these men, hoping they will go into the
arms of the TLC.

Mr Q'Neil: Your leader did the same
thing In 1953.

The SPEAKER: In noting grievances,
I advise the House that in future memn-
bers may not speak on a grievance which
has been the subject of a previous griev-
ance.

Mr Jamieson: On that day?
The SPEAKER: During that sitting.

HEALTH
Mercury Content in Fish: Censure Motion

Debate resumed, from the 23rd April,
on the following motion by Mr A. R.
Tonkin-

That the House censures the Govern-
ment for:-

1. Its inactivity In falling to
respond to the dangers of the
Ingestion of fish contaminated
by mercury;

2. the refusal of the Minister for
Health to inform the public
of the results of the analysis
of fish for mercury content;

3. the ineptitude of the Minister
for Health in falling to deal
adequately with a potential
hazard to the health of the
people.

MR SKIDMORE (Swan) [4.10 pin.]:
Members will realise that It has been quite
some time since the introduction of this
motion to censure the Government. In
fact, the motion has been on the notice
paper since its introduction on the 23rd
April of this year. I feel It may be neces-
sary to traverse some of the arguments
put forward by the member for Morley to
indicate the fact that mercury poisoning
is an ever-increasing problem throughout
the world.

I would like to quote the remarks of the
member for Morley when he moved the
motion. He said-

I believe the Government-and in
Particular, the Minister for Health-
has been criminally negligent and
criminally careless regarding the
health of the people of Western Aus-
tralia, and that the Minister should
be replaced. In the face of the most
awful evidence of mercury poisoning
which leads to severe damage to nerves
and brain, insanity, death, blindness,
and affects the unborn child the
Government has done nothing to pro-
tect the people's health.
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That is a fairly strongly worded condem-
nation of the Government, and yet my
examination of what has taken place
since the motion was introduced in the
House reveals that I must agree with the
trenchant criticism of the Government's
inaction in endeavouring to discover
whether or not mercury poisoning Is
as harmful as many authorities believe It
is.

Mr Hartrey: Terribly harmful.

Mr SKIDMORE: To refresh the memory
of members, I would like to refer to the
tragedy In Japan where industrial waste
was emptied into Minimata Bay and the
Agano River. The mercury content of
the water In this bay and river rose to
such an extent that people who ate fish
caught there became seriously ill. Some
of them are now horribly disfigured due
to the Ingestion of metal mercury. One
could say that such a thing Is impossible
in Western Australia or Australia but It
is this very question I pose to the Minister,
as I believe the Government has failed
to take note of the problem.

It is all very well to say that some 15
or 20 years ago mercury poisoning was not
a great Issue. In those days no-one could
envisage Just how much mercury and
other pollutants would be poured into the
seas and rivers as waste products from
chemical and industrial plants. We are
not concerned simply about what
happened in Japan; we are concerned
about the efforts of the Government of
this State to ensure that a similar tragedy
does not occur in Western Australia. So
far as we have been informed in this
House, absolutely no action has been taken
by the Government to prevent such a
tragedy.

When we consider the local situation,
we see a disparity in the permissible mer-
cury levels in the various States of Aus-
tralia. It can be said that the level Is
high in one State and low in another, but
I am unable to say with authority that
one level is less harmful than another.
However, I would like the Liberal-Country
Party Government of the State to under-
take ongoing research so that It can say
with authority that 0.5 parts per million
-or some other figure-is the Preferred
one.

The motion moved by the member f or
Morley referred to the lack of Govern-
ment action in this area, and this Is what
concerns us. In South Australia, where
the 0.5 ppm regulation Is adopted, the
studies of the Department of Chemistry
have shown that at least five or six com-
mercial fish obtainable in South Austra-
lian waters, and which are readily avail-
able in retail and wholesale markets-

Mr P, V. Jones: What was the figure
for South Australia?

Mr SKIMORE: I will read the section
as follows--

The fishing industry believes that
0.5 p.p.m. regulation will have far-
reaching effects. The APIC is con-
vinced at least 70 000 people will be
affected by the law which will..

Mr P. V. Jones: You are not saying that
is the figure in South Australia?

Mr SKIDMORE: No.

Mr P. V. Jones: Good.
Mr SKIDMORE: It was found in South

Australia that snapper, mulloway, snook,
callop, Murray cod, silver perch, and red-
fin were affected. As a connoisseur of fish.
I would Probably throw back a redfin if
I caught it because I do not think they
are very nice to eat. I feel the same way
about silver Perch, but other people may
like to eat them, and those fish could be
heavily polluted with mercury.

The member for Morley asked questions
in the House about what action the Gov-
ernment was taking, and paper No. 139
was tabled. It is a report compiled by the
Department of Fisheries and Wildlife, and
the most remarkable thing about it is its
brevity. Certainly, one can challenge the
Government of the State that it has not
undertaken an ongoing study of the mer-
cury content of fish. One would think that
a study should cover more than a period
from the 5th November to the 10th Decem-
ber, 1974, and then from the 7th March,
1975. It could be said that an ongoing
analysis of the mercury content of fish
has been made, but I doubt it very much.
We should be able to assure the people of
Western Australia that these mercury con-
tent figures have been kept up to date.
and that the report was not issued simply
Rs a seven-day wonder to Placate the
member for Morley. However, I believe
that is just what it was, and that the
exercise was undertaken so that the Gov-
ermnent could say to the people, "We are
doing something about this matter." I
doubt very much whether any further
studies have been undertaken, but if they
have been, at least part of the objective
of the motion has been achieved.

This report of the period from the 5th
November to the 10th December. 1974.
refers to sharks, and the only shark ex-
amined was in the fish shops. One must
remember that the mercury content of
any fish Is dependent to an extent upon
the size of that fish. Here we have a list
of fish shops and the results of fish tested,
and to my mind the mercury content is
very high.

Some of the figures of parts per million
of mercury in fish are low, but the higher
ones are as follows--

1.11
1.21
1.27
1.83
1.62

1.04
1.51
2.09
1.83
1.96
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Obviously, because of the way It has been
tabulated, this fish is used extensively in
fish shops In Western Australia. Therefore
we say this situation is alarming. When
one considers the analyses and the Investi-
gations carried out in respect of samples
taken in and around the Mandurah area
on the 13th December. 1974, one finds the
figures are relatively high compared with
the figures in respect of catches of fish in
other areas. Therefore one feels alarmed
when one realises that carpet shark, bronze
whaler shark, thick skinned whiskery whal-
er shark, and gummy shark are appearing
in greater quantities in fish shops in the
metropolitan area.

Of course, we should be alarmed, because
mercury ingestion has a cumulative
effect in the human body. As I understand
the matter, it is most difficult to detect
mercury poisoning in the early stages. I
had hoped that people of the medical per-
suasion would be able to inform the Gov-
ernment what effect this mercury content
will have; I had hoped they would be able
to recognise the problems associated with
It. However, so far no reports have been
tabled in the House since the censure
motion was moved, and we can only as-
sume that nothing has been done.

Some rather remarkable statements are
made in the preliminary report in respect
of mercury in shark, and the report con-
tains some highly technical equations
which I do not understand. If the Govern-
ment wishes to present a report that is
readily understood by laymen then, for
goodness sake, do not put out the type of
thing contained in this report which says
that the weight of average in each case is
given by-and then follows an equation
which, quite frankly, I could not even quote
in order that It may appear In Hansard.

Mr Watt: To whom was the report Is-
sued?

Mr SKIDMORE; I am not sure; as I
understand it, it Is a Government report.

Mr Watt;. I don't think it was necessarily
intended to be understood by laymen.

Mr SKIDMORE: All right; but I as a
layman in respect of the level of mer-
cury in fish surely should be able to un-
derstand what is meant in a report that
is supplied to us in this debate. if the
report is not in language that we are able
to understand, at least the Minister should
give-us an explanation.

Mr Thompson: Could you not discuss
it with an expert in the field? Did you
do that?

Mr SKIDMORE: I could not find an
expert; I am looking for one.

Mr Thompson: Don't get off your bike;
I just asked a question.

Mr SKIDMORE: Well, I have given The
member an answer.

One paragraph of this report states-
Clearly a much more detailed in-

vestigation would therefore be re-
quired before consideration could be
given to the sort of prohibitive leg-
islation imposed in Victoria, which
would be extremely damaging to a
section of the fishing industry and
would remove a good and palatable
source of protein from the markets.

it goes on to say-
A survey of shark being bought and

sold by fish shops and hotels would
be a necessary part of future work to
ascertain accurately the fate of shark
landed In Western Australia. Other
topics for further study are differences
in mercury level of the two sexes
within a single species of sharks and
differences in mercury level related to
fishing area and time of year.

The Government has made a pitiful at-
tempt to placate members on this side
of the House by conducting an analysis of
mercury in fish over a period from the 5th
November, 1974, to the 10th December,
1974; one might assume that the investi-
gation cut out then, As I understand the
questions asked by the member for Morley,
he wanted to know what had been done
and for how long. I can only assume the
investigations commenced on the 5th Nov-
ember and extended for about six weeks
only.

What has happened since? I have here
a report which states there should be an
ongoing analysis of the situation so that
we can find out the difference In mercury
levels in respect of fishing areas and the
time of the year, and the difference
between the sexes of a single species of
shark. 'We do not know anything about
those things, and that is the point we
make; we believe continuing analyses and
investigations will reveal them. That is
what the censure motion is all about. As
far as I am concerned, the studies under-
taken so far Indicate there has been little
response on the part of the Government
in an effort to overcome this very serious
matter.

I suppose the Government could say,
"You don't need to worry about it be-
cause we all eat fish and we are all healthy,
and no-one that we know of has suffered
from mercury poisoning." However, I
wonder how long it took for the people
of Japan to wake up to the fact that
they had a problem? When they did wake
up It was too late,

The people In Japan who were affected
by mercury poisoning found themselves In
a position of dire need. They had physical
and mental strain Placed upon their
families as a result of breadwinners being
unable to work.

I am not a scaremonger; I do not put
up spurious arguments for the Purpose of
political expediency. I try to hold myself
aloof from matters of that kind, although

4161



462[ASSEM33LY]

at times it is very difficuilt to do so. In
this case I have endeavoured to show that
the Government is remiss, and I am con-
cerned at the fact that It is not facing up
to its responsibility.

Another report presented by the Minis-
ter for Health is headed "Mercury in
Western Australian Fish". This report has
several appendices, and in answer to the
member for Kalamunda, and the member
for Albany I would point out I am of the
opinion that these appendices are the
source of information I quoted from the
previous report of the Minister for Health.
On page 2 of the report the following is
found-

The basis for selecting this level is
outlined in the publication "Methyl
Mercury in Fish-effects on human
health" extracted from N.H. and
M.R.C. report of Wovember 1972. From
a knowledge of the relationship
between levels of methyl mercury in
the blood and hair, and the first ap-
pearance of symptoms of toxicity in
Japan,

But it was too late then in respect of
Japan; the research had not been done
beforehand. Our concern is that suddenly
we will find the Minister for Health has
a problem and everyone will say, "Good
heavens, how did that sneak up on us?"
I quote from the same report a little fur-
ther on as follows--

..I"it behoves society to err on the
side of caution by ensuring that
human exposure is kept minimal, at
least within the limits of reasonable
safety", though "methyl mercury
poisoning has not been reported in
Austraia".

Surely the Minister for Health, being
aware of what he put in his own report,
would have expected his Government to
continue ongoing research into mercury
poisoning. I cannot emphasise this suf-
ficiently. I hope when the Minister replies
to the debate he will give me some of the
answers so that I can go to the people
in my electorate and say that at least the
Government is doing something to protect
them from the ravages of mercury poison-
ing. I sincerely hope the Government can
prove to me It is doing just that.

A further report on this matter was
prepared by the AFIC. I understand that
is the Australian Fishing Industry Council.
It went to a great deal of trouble to
analyse the matter of mercury levels In
fish throughout the whole of Australia.
Some of its findings are at variance with
the findings of State Ministers. However,
as I said earlier, because there is a varia-
tion in thinking it does not necessarily
mean we should accept that the minimum
or the maximum is right.

What concerns me is the horrible doubt
in my mind and in the minds of the

people who 'write these reports, and also
in the mind of the Minister for Health
who made a report on what the mercury
content in fish should be. So that Is the
situation. I quote the following from
page 1 of the AFIC report-

On the other hand average mercury
levels in most commercial fish do not
even approach one part per million
and could be marketed with con-
fidence,

I look at this and try to be fair. I say to
myself, "I accept this statement by the
AFIC that the average mercury level in
most fish does not approach 1 ppm. and
therefore it is not harmful.", However,
when we try to find out whether the mer-
cury content in fish would be harmful if
it were more than 1 ppmn the answer is
in the negative. Where is the evidence
to show us what has been done? I now
quote the next paragraph on page 1 of
the AFIC report as follows-

A level of .5 p.p.m. is impractical,
whereas a level of 1 p.p.m. gives such
a margin as to be practical. An ar-
bitrary 1 p-p.m protects the consumer
against fish affected by man-made
Pollution which could be harmful.

So there isa a certain degree of difference
of opinion among people who are inter-
ested in the industry and, of course, this
particular council has a stake in the in-
dustry because it seeks to assist those
'who are engaged in it,

No doubt the member for Albany would
be concerned when he looks at the new
ventures that have commenced with the
trawling of fish in the bay outside Albany
where fish are being caught in ever-in-
creasing numbers to sustain fishermen en-
gaged in the industry in those parts. The
question is whether the industry will con-
tinue to survive. I wonder what tests have
been made to determine the mercury con-
tent in the fish caught at Albany. It may
seem strange that I should mention
Albany, but I have a certain affection for
that town, having lived there for about five
years.

Mr Sibson: Perhaps they were disap-
pointed when you left.

Mr SKIDMORE: No, they were not. So
we reach a situation 'where we challenge
the Government to prove that it has not
been remiss and I believe the Minister
should, in all conscience, when replying
to this debate, say that It has undertaken
these tests to determine the mercury con-
tent in fish. We want to know what it has
done. if it just continues to take samples
we want to know the result of those sam-
ples. We also want to know whether the
Government intends to take any action if
the results of the samples show that the
level of mercury in fish is higher than it
should be. We can only assume that tests
have been made and that the mercury con-
tent is lower than the prescribed level.
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However, if the level is higher, what is
the Government doing about it? At the
moment we do not know. Since April of
this year, when this motion was introduced
we have had no indication of what action
the Government has taken in regard to
this matter. One would think that a
Government that is under challenge would
have undertaken some exercise so that if
and when a censure motion such as this
was debated it would at least have some
answers. I hope that when a reply is
made to this debate we will get some of
those answers.

What we want to know is to what ex-
tent shark is distributed among the com-
munity and whether there is any record-
ing of this distribution. I wonder whether
the average person would know, when he
went into a fish shop, that he was pur-
chasing shark. I suppose an expert could
determine whether or not it was shark
flesh or the flesh of some other kind of
fish. Quite frankly I am unable to re-
cognise shark especially when it is sold
to me covered with batter, and quite fre-
quently I am not sure whether I am get-
ting shark for snapper or snapper for
shark. I wonder whether the Govern-
ment officers who conduct the required
checks see the fish as a whole when they
determine the mercury content in the fish.

There are so many doubtful areas re-
lated to this question that surely we should
receive some information from the Gov-
ernment in regard to it. Surely we should
be told whether the matter is receiving
urgent attention, especially when we look
at the figures that are supplied in regard
to the mercury level in fish from some
of the seaside resorts near Perth. I have
referred to Mandurah as being one of those
resorts where the fish caught there have
been shown to have a very high mercury
content. I understand that 68 per cent
of 86 samples taken in 1974 equalled or
exceeded 5 p.p.m.

Naturally people become alarmed when
they learn that the fish they are consumi-
Ing contains mercury at that level. I
wonder what would happen if we did not
have some gauge by which we could set
our standards for mercury content in fish?
If there were no such gauge the mercury
content could even be much higher than
the safe standard that is now set.

The figures I have seen in reports indi-
cate a fairly solid attitude by people
throughout the world that they are cont-
cerned about the mercury content in fish.
The people to whom I refer are those
responsible in Government: those who
have a responsibility towards the people
they represent. Even the industrial re-
part prepared by the fishermen themselves
suggests that they are concerned: they
have said that the maximum level of mer-
cury In fish should be 1 ppm. That Is
their opinion on the subject, and their
livelihood depends on fishing. They are

prepared to say that notwithstanding the
action of some people who are circum-
venting the law in Victoria-people who
are fishing around the corner In South
Australia and carting truckload after
truckload of fish across the border into
Victoria. What a shocking scandal that
is! That indicates the great concern of
people on the question of mercury poison-
ing; concern that the law of a State can
be so easily circumvented.

So we merely say that this motion of
censure deserves every support. We be-
lieve that up to the time it was moved
there was little movement on the question
of mercury poisoning. I hope that today
we may become better informed. I hope
this Government in the period between
the introduction of the motion and the
present time has undertaken some investi-
gation so that it will be able to assure the
House that It is taking some steps to
prevent mercury poisoning, because with-
out a doubt mercury poisoning will sneak
up on us as insidiously as It has done on
the People of Japan, Mexico, and other
parts of the world. In those countries
the people suddenly discovered they were
suffering from the effects of mercury
poisoning. Without ongoing research there
will always be this fear In mny mind and
in the minds of other members.

Mercury poisoning could occur within
our community all of a sudden and I want
to prevent that if I can. I do not want
to see such a calamity happen to the
people of Western Australia. I conclude
on the note that today I hope the Govern-
ment will be able to satisfy Me that it
should not be censured because of-

1. Its inactivity in failing to respond
to the dangers of the ingestion of
fish contaminated by mercury;

2. the refusal of the Minister for
Health to Inform the public of
the results of the analysis of fish
for mercury content;

3. the ineptitude of the Minister for
Health in failing to deal ade-
quately with a potential hazard to
the health of the people.

MR WATT (Albany) [4.39 p.m.]: I
want to make a few comments on this
motion mainly because, in the electorate I
represent, there Is a significant number of
shark fishermen. I am glad the member
for Swan, at the conclusion of his remarks,
read the motion to the House, because until
then I was not sure he was speaking to
it. Nfevertheless many of the points he
raised are quite valid, and there are many
of us who share Some of the concern he
expressed.

Comments made on an issue of this
nature invariably become somewhat emot-
ive. That is easily understood because
anything that concerns our health of
necessity becomes something about which
we should all be concerned.
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I am concerned about the problem of
mercury in shark, mainly because a signi-
ficant number of shark fishermen reside In
Albany and shark fishing is very much a
thriving Industry there. As an aside, I
Indicate that it is also becoming very much
a Popular sport. In fact, Albany Is being
promoted in the Eastern States as a venue
for game fishing; mainly for sharks.

The member for Swan referred to the
activities of Southern Ocean Fish Proces-
sors Pty. Ltd. which catches fish in the
Great Australian Bight. Samples of the
flsh are, In fact, sent away for testing' I
confess I am not aware of the results, but
I feel quite certain that had any significant
levels of mercury been recorded I would
have heard about it because I have a very
good relationship with the company, and
any Information of that nature is passed on
to me quickly. Therefore It is reasonable
for me to adopt the old adage that "no
news Is good news".

The testing of shark as It Is caught, Is
somewhat difficult. If a simple means
could be devised by which this could be
done It would make It easier for the fisher-
men. As the member for Swan has said,
the majority of sharks which are affected
by mercury are the larger ones and if the
fishermen catch them and bring them to
shore only to find they are contaminated
to an excessively high degree it will
obviously be an unprofitable exercise for
them. In fact, some of the fishermen from
Albany have already left the Industry and
transferred to the north-west coast In
search of other varieties of fish. So al-
ready the Industry Is being affected.

Of course it was the Japanese experience
which brought about the setting of the
mercury level at 0.5 ppm In fish.

Mr A. R. Tonkin: Do you think that is a
realistic figure?

Mr WATT: I do not.
Mr A. R. Tonkin: what do you think it

should be?
Mr WAIT: I am not prepared to say,

but If the member f or Morley will listen to
me I will explain my thoughts on the mat-
ter.

Mr A. R. Tonkin: The Government-
Mr WATT: If the member for Morley

will listen to me I will give him my
thoughts on the matter.

Mr Sodeman: You made your speech
last night, give him a go.

Mr WAT: The present situation was
brought about as a result of unusual cir-
cumstances. The Japanese bay in which
the fish were caught was largely affected
by industrial effluent with a high mercury
content and the people who live In and
around that bay eat significantly high pro-
portions of fish in their daily diet.

Tests have been conducted In other parts
of the world since then on fish taken from
normal fishing grounds where that sort

of situation does not exist and the result
of one particular test-I cannot recall the
exact number of weeks over which the test
was taken-

Mr Skidmore: It was in Tasmania.
Mr WATT: Was it? The result of the test

was that no significant level was recorded.
In reply to the member for Morley I be-
leve that in view of this fact, this issue
is one about which we have become emotive
and unnecessarily scared as a result of
the Japanese experience which arose from
unique circumstances.

South Australia has relaxed its level of
mercury in fish and I do not think we
should merely set a level and say that
is it. There is ample evidence to suggest
that the level could be safety higher than
0.5 ppm.

Mr A. H. Tonkin: Why doesn't the Gov-
ernment raise it then?

Mr WAT* I personally would approve
of I ppm or 1.5 ppm. Unfortunately my
copy of the Australian Fishing Industry
Council's submission on this matter is In
rmy Albany office, but It recommended 1
ppmn and suggested that possibly it could
be raised to 1.5 ppm. I would go along
with that. I do admit that those people
have an axe to grind because it involves
their livelihood. However, notwithstanding
that fact I believe they have taken a re-
sponsible attitude. The report was a good
one and I would go along with the relaxa-
tion of the level to at least 1 ppm and,
.quite frankly, I would consider myself
safe at 1.5 ppm-and I do not want to
become contaminated.

Mr A. R. Tonkin; Why doesn't the Gov-
ernment act then?

Mr WATT: There is no evidence to sug-
gest that is a dangerous level in this
country.

I do agree there is need for a continuing
research programme so that the results can
be studied and evaluated. it must be an
ongoing programme so that we can find the
answers and establish what would be a
satisfactory level of mercury in fish.

The motion is censuring the Government
for a number of things about which neith-
er the member for Swan nor the member
for Morley spent much time talking.

Mr Skidmore: Fair go!
Mr WATT: I confess I have taken some

license in discussing the overall question
of mercury In fish rather than the three
issues raised in the motion. Nevertheless,
in addressing myself specifically to those
three issues I must say I certainly do not
support them and I oppose the motion.

MR rP. V. JTONES (Narrogin-Minister
for Fisheries and Wildlife) [4.46 p.sn.l:
In the absence of the Minister who nor-
mally represents the Minister for Health,
I would like to contribute to the debate
on the basis of the mercury content In
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fish and having no relationship to the
suggestions relative to the Minister for
Health.

Mr A. R. Tonkin: What?
Mr P. V. JONES: I answer the member

for Swan first of a by making it quite
clear that for many years the Initiative
has been taken in connection with re-
search into this subject. The programme
has been ongoing and a considerable
amount of data has been accumulated both
in this State and in the Eastern States,
far more than has been tabled or is con-
tained in the reports which have been
made public. The research programme will
continue for as long as It is necessary.

Relative to certain species of fish with
a known mercury content more has been
done in this State than in any other State
of Australia, with the possible exception of
Victoria.

Mr A. R. Tonkin: That Is a new de-
parture though. isn't it?

Mr, P. V. JONES: It has been going on
for some years and it is now accepted by
the Commonwealth-

Mr Thompson: Did the programme start
before 1971?

Mr P. V. JONES: Considerably. The
Commonwealth has accepted that in this
State we have a national authority on
mercury in fish, a man who would be well
known to the member for Victoria Park,
and I will come back to this In a moment.
I am referring to Dr Donald Hancock. an
International authority oni certain aspects
of marine work, and in this field he Is
considered by the Commonwealth to be the
authority in Australia.

At a recent meeting of the Australian
fisheriers council, the Western Australian
Government was asked to make him avail-
able to be the chairman of the national
scientific committee which will continue
research into this field on a national basis.
It was a request with which we were very
happy to comply, knowing quite well the
contribution he will make.

The member for Swan stated that he
was unable to find experts with whom to
discuss the matter. If at any time he
wants to discuss this matter with anyone,
and he will let me know, I will arrange it.
To suggest there Is no-one available to
give him an indication of what has been
done in the past and what work is cur-
rently being undertaken Is quite frivolous.
There is plenty being done and I would
be quite happy to make arrangements for
him to discuss the matter with those who
have the appropriate knowledge.

The other point to which I would like
to refer before dealing with what has
been done, concerns inspections. The
member for Swan asked what was done by
the Public Health Department in this re-
gard. I am not able to Indicate the exact
mechanical method by which an Inspection
is carried out: I know only that as a

result of the research which has been
done and the information which has been
gained, the Inspections by the PHi) are
now more stringent than they have been
previously.

When I visited Albany some months ago
to talk to fishermen-at their request-
about the situation in regard to mercury
in shark, it was Indicated to them on be-
half of the Public Health Department that
the accepted Practice up to that point of
time would no longer prevail and that from
now on they could anticipate rougher treat-
ment in relation to fish which had been
consigned to the metropolitan markets. At
the same meeting I indicated to the fisher-
men that they could return bronze whaler
shark over 18 kilograms straight back Into
the sea. I am Indicating there has been
dialogue with fishermen through going out
and telling them that of which they need
to be aware, the practices we intend to
Pursue so far as monitoring is concerned,
and trying to educate them to help us and
to work within the guidelines we are laying
down.

I would now like to indicate the position
so far as mercury in shark Is concerned.
With this subject, a considerable amount
of emotion and public Interest seems to
have been generated as to what will hap-
pen and so on. I do not want to contribute
anything on that aspect in this debate
but I will simply state some Pertinent facts
regarding the level of mercury In shark
and marine life in general, and hope they
will shed some light on the whole question.

Until recently South Australia, which
was mentioned by the member for San,
had an acceptable level of mercury which
was more than 10 times the acceptable
level in this State. The level in South
Australia has now been reduced from 5.5
ppm to 1 ppm, which is double the accept-
able level in Western Australia. There is
no intention at all to raise the acceptable
level in this State from 0.5 ppm to 1 ppm.
The member for Morley Interjected and
asked whether or not we had any intention
to Increase the acceptable level. On the
basis of knowledge at the present time,
there Is no intention whatsoever to do
that.

Mr A. R. Tonkin: It does not matter
what the level Is because people will eat
it anyway.

Mr P. V. JONES: I am answering the
question the honourable member asked,
and the answer is: On the knowledge we
have at the present time, no. The public
have been advised by means of Press
releases and through my talking to the
fishermen recently that there is no cause
for panic in regard to mercury in shark
or other fish in this State at the present
time.

Mr A. R. Tonkin:
Minister for Health
warning to pregnani
too much shark?

Does that mean the
has withdrawn his
women not to eat
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Mr P. V. JONES: I am Dot commenting
on the actions of the Minister for Health.
I am simply saying there is no, jutifiable
cause for alarm at the present time with a
level of 0.5 ppmn of mercury in fish. Dread-
ful pictures have been painted as to what
will occur and what may have occurred
already In other Parts of the world. Many
substances are toxic in high doses. Even
oxygen can blind premature babies, but
it would not be suggested we should ban
oxygen from air. Mercury is a simple ele-
ment which is present in sea water and
In the simple marine life which is a source
of food for fish. The fish take up the mer-
cury and the level of mercury within their
bodies begins to rise.

Mercury is more markedly present In
shark for several reasons, and the main
reasons are that sharks have a life span
of somewhat longer duration than that of
other fish; they are more predatory than
most other species of marine life; and they
also grow larger. It is therefore simple
logic that the longer they live and the
larger they row the higher the level of
mercury they will have. For this reason
we have concentrated on educating fisher-
men to the fact that we do not want them
to take and market fish above a certain
weight and I referred to a weight of 18
kilograms for the bronze whaler shark.

Victoria went about the matter in an-
other way and indicated that research car-
ried out in that State was based on size
being governed by the length Of fish. which
was supported by legislation. It is not an
avenue which we will follow, because It is
failing in Victoria, and in our opinion it
is not sufficiently substantive for control-
ling the level of mercury in the fish which
will eventually find their way onto the
market. Weight is a more readily accept-
able factor and we feel this avenue 'will
lead to better control when we have in-
formed the fishermen.

Mr Davies: What evidence do you have
that the fishermen are meeting your re-
quest and arc not marketing bronze whaler
shark over 18 kilograms?

Mr P. V. JONES, in certain instances
they may not be meeting our request. In-
spections are being carried out with in-
creased vigilance and the level of spot
checks and other inspections has been
increased. I will concede there Is a human
element which we cannot completely man-
age. I am indicating that more is being
done than has ever been done before.

Mr Davies: Did you say there was a
regulation forbidding it? I missed that
point.

Mr P. V. JONES: Mr Speaker-
Mr Davies: Do not tell me. Is there a

regulation?
Mr P. V. JONES: -a suggestion was

made that nothing had been done prior
to a date mentioned by the member for
Swan. I will quote from a reply given on

page 1626 of Vol. 191 of Hansard on the
22nd September, 1971. The member for
Morley asked the then Minister for Health
about the work which was being done in
connection with mercury in shark. The
Minister replied-

The policy in respect of this mat-
ter is still under consideration. At
the present stage it is intended that
the collective (rather than individual)
results, with an appropriate interpre-
tation will be made public, as soon as
sufficient number of tests has been
carried out.

Mr Skidmore: What does that really
mean?

Mr P. V. JONES: It means that research
work has been going on for a longer period
than the honourable member suggested it
bad. It also means that the member f or
Victoria Park, when Minister for Health,
quite rightly indicated the matter required
research over a considerable period-not
just a few months. It was an ongoing
matter then; it is still an ongoing matter
and will continue to be so. That answers
the complaint, hammered by the member
for Swan, that nothing was being done.
Something was being done at that time.
as the member for Victoria Park knows
very well, and he quite rightly indicated
it would take more time to assess the
position accurately, and research would
need to be carried out over a considerable
number of years.

Mr Skidmore: In fairness to me, you
must remember I said I was very pleased
to hear from the Minister. I am now
pleased.

Mr P. V. JONES: Very well. I men-
tioned that in South Australia the accept-
able level of mercury had been reduced
from 5.5 ppm, to 1 ppm, and that we have
no intention of raising the acceptable level
in this State from 0.5 ppm. It was stated
in an interim report which has been made
available within the Public Health Depart-
ment that there is no known case of mer-
cury poisoning from eating fish in South
Australia, or anywhere else in Australia
for that matter.

Victoria responded by passing legislation
to control the legal size of fish; however,
the legislation Is not working. That State
Is unable adequately to control mercury
levels by that method and is now thinking
again, and perhaps It Is coming around to
our way of thinking; that is, it Is the
weight factor rather than the length which
should govern the matter.

We have Indicated to our fishermen that
the weight factor will be controlled to a
greater extent in future by Inspections, and
by patrol boats going to the fishing areas.
Also, checks will be made when the fish
are landed. By these methods we hope to
control the matter a little more and to
reduce the human error factor. The Vic-
torians have Indicated support for our
methods.
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The member for Morley was unable to
provide the House with any evidence of
mercury poisoning. However, he did cite
a6 level of 2.8 ppm In one specimen of fish
out of 727 analyses carried out between
1971 and 1974. 1 feel that to claim serious
consequences as a result of those figures
Indicates some lack of understanding. I
would like to inform the House of a report
prepared by the joint Food and Agriculture
Organisation/World Health Organisation
expert committee on food additives. That
committee estimated the daily intake of
mercury which causes poisoning at 0.3 mg
of mercury, mainly as methyl mercury
compounds, when taken over prolonged
periods. That may, in fact, cause some In-
convenience, but not prolonged illness. It
can be accepted that consumption of
mercury at that rate for, say, six months
would be evidence that poisoning could be
expected to occur.

Mr A. R. Tonkin: How does that relate
to 2.8 parts per million?

Mr P. V. JONES: Obviously a clear
margin of safety is required, and the com-
mittee to which I refer provisionally estab-
lished an intake of one-seventh of that
causing poisoning as being tolerable when
consumed Indefinitely. In setting this level
the committee was well aware that indi-
vidual foods may contain above average
levels of mercury, so that consumption of
such foods on any particular day greatly
enhances that day's Intake.

However, we are not dealing with an
acute toxic effect here, but rather with a
chronic effect due to the ability of mercury
to accumulate within the body.

Mr A. Rt. Tonkin: That is right.
Mr P. V. JONES: Consequently, the

committee decided that the basis on which
Intake Is expressed should be more than
the amount corresponding to a single day,
and expressed the provisional tolerable in-
take on a weekly basis; although It recog-
nised that even then intakes in excess of
this could probably be tolerated for a
limited period without producing a health
hazard.

Mr A. ft. Tonkin: I outlined those facts
In my speech.

Mr P. V. JONES: The actual figure, as
the member for Morley indicated in his
speech Is 0.3 mg of total mercury per
person per week, of which not more than
0.2 mg should be present as methyl mer-
cury. This Intake is about 14 per cent of
that estimated to cause poisoning, and thus
incorporates a substantial margin of safety.
However, an intake of 1.5 ounces of fish a
week with a level of 2.8 ppm of mercury
corresponds to less than 6 per cent of the
amount estimated to cause poisoning.

If the Public Health Department could
be sure that no-one in Western Australia
would exceed this Intake, It could disband
Its entire mercury surveillance programme
In complete confidence. After all, It is

only 40 per cent of the intake established
by the Joint FAO/WHO committee of ex-
perts as having an adequate margin of
safety.

As I have mentioned, the figures which
have been quoted were arrived at on the
basis of consumption over a prolonged
period-say six months. A consumer
eating fish once a week will make, say. 25
separate purchases during that period.
His cumulative intake will reflect the aver-
age of the separate levels in each of those
purchases. Those who eat fish more fre-
quently and who could be of greater con-
cern will, of course, make correspondingly
more purchases.

Yet the member for Morley suggested
that People do not eat avenage sharks, but
that they eat particular sharks; and later
on he said that the consumer of fish does
not visit 16 different fish shops and collect
a little fish from each one. I think what
the member demonstrated here is that he
has no knowledge of the difference between
acute toxicity, where the particular quan-
tity consumed on a single occasion is Ima-
portant, and chronic toxicity, where that
is not important.

Mr A. Rt. Tonkin: What does chronic
toxicity lead to?

Mr P. V. JONES: Let me finish what
I was saying. The real significance of the
averaging effect In considering the toxicity
of mercury is, of course, to provide an
added margin of safety over and above
that to which I have already referred. A
mercury level of 2.8 ppm is such a rarity
in Western Australian fish that it Is quite
impossible for anyone to maintain an aver-
age at anything like that level over 25
or more purchases. The average level
would in fact be less than 1 ppm.

The member for Morley produced no
evidence of mercury Poisoning, and he
Produced no evidence at all that mercury
at the Present level represents a hazard in
Western Australia. I can only repeat the
two main points I made earlier. Firstly,
there is no cause for alarm in this matter
in Western Australia; and, secondly, there
is an ongoing Programme which is con-
sidered by the Commonwealth Government
to be of paramount importance In Aus-
tralia. The man who heads the research
Programme In this State has now been
invited to head the Commonwealth com-
mittee.

In conclusion, at the end of his speech
the member for Morley referred to the
symptoms of mercury poisoning and asked
what they are. I have been advised they
are irritability, inability to concentrate.
delusions, etc. Perhaps any person feeling
that way might consult his doctor and if,
in fact, that person is diagnosed as suffer-
ing from mercury Poisoning he can rest
assured it was not contracted as a result
of eating Western Australian fish.
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MR DAVILES (Victoria Park) (5.09 p.m.]:
I had no intention of entering this debate,
but I was watching with some interest
for the defence which I thought would be
put up on behalf of the Minister for
Health in regard to the charges laid against
him in this motion. The lack of defence
of that Minister is one of the most extra-
ordinary aspects of the debate thus far.

The member for Albany took the mem-
ber for Swan to task for not properly
dealing with the motion before us; yet al-
though the member for Swan dealt at some
considerable length with certain aspects-
perhaps he repeated himself a few times
-he certainly did deal with the matter
before us, whereas the member for Albany
dealt with the matter only as it affects his
electorate and the fishermen in it. He
dealt with that matter fairly concisely and
did not develop It at length.

The Minister who has lust spoken spoke
from the point of view of the environment
and not in defence of the Minister for
Health.

The motion draws attention to the re-
fusal of the Minister for Health to in-
form the public of the results of the analy-
ses of fish for mercury content, and the
ineptitude of the Mlinister in failing to
deal adequately with a potential hazard
to the health of the people. The Minister
who has just spoken dealt with his own
portfollos of the Environment and Fish-
eries and Wildlife, and dealt in some de-
tail with what Is happening in respect of
this matter. However, he did not do any-
thing apart from saying, "Don't be alar-
med: you will not suffer from mercury
poisoning; there is no need for us to
express any concern or worry at this
stage."

It does not seem that any of us will
be affected by nuclear fallout in the next
few years; but the fact remains that this
matter is constantly measured and coun-
tries throughout the world are alerted
when the readings are abnormally high.
That is all we are asking the Government
to do in respect of this matter. We know
there Is a problem and we know there
can be deleterious effects from eating shark
or fish with a high mercury content: so
we are asking that the position be moni-
tored constantly and the public advised in
respect of it.

The Minister told us what is happening.
He mentioned Dr Don Hancock and the
standing he has throughout Australia In
respect of research in this matter, This,
of course, is generally acknowledged by all
those who have had anything to do with
the fishing industry. Whilst we may
appreciate the work he has done, the fact
remains that although the matter was
brought to the attention of the Govern-
ment some cdnsiderahle months ago the
position now has not differed from the
position then, apart from the fact that
the Minister has said that bronze whalers

weighing more than 18 kilograms cannot
be sold. I asked by way of interjection
whether a regulation is in force prohibit-
ing the sale of such shark. Perhaps by
way of interjection now the Minister may
inform me.

Mr P. V. Jones: I do not know the
answer to that, but I can find out from
the Public Health Department. We have
advised flshernen that anything over 18
kilograms is not on. However, I am not
aware of whether the Minister for Health
has made regulations.

Mr DAVIES: That is what one would
term a "nothing arranged". The Minister
has said, "Don't bring in 18 kilogram
bronze whalers; or, if you do. don't let us
catch you:' As far as I can ascertain.
there is nothing to prohibit fishermen
from placing these fish on the market.
Probably if the Department of Fisheries
and Wildlife wished to take action It could
do so under the provisions of the Fisheries
Act.

Of course, there is another way in
which the Government can make the pub-
lic aware of the danger of eating shark;
that is, to ensure that shark Is called
shark and not flake, snapper, jewflsh, or
whatever.

Mr Nanovich: Jaws.
Mr DAVIES: Anything, so long as the

public know it is shark. 'The Fisheries
Act Amendment Bill introduced into the
Parliament in 1972 provided a new section
38A in clause 42, which enables the Min-
ister to give a fish a name, and make it
illegal to trade in that fish under any
other name.

If the Government is really sincere
about wanting to do something about the
level of mercury in fish, and If it wants
to let the public know that shark is the
danger fish-and I think most people
appreciate that it is-then let the Gov-
ernment call a shark a shark. It can do
so under new section 38A of the Fisheries
Act which this Government Itself intro-
duced.

Mr Hartrey: Lawyers would not be able
to eat it then.

Mr DAVIES: I suppose the member for
Boulder-Dundas means that lawyers would
be cannibals if they ate shark!

Mr Hartrey: Yes!
Mr DAVIES: The fact remains that the

Act contains a provision under which the
Government can clearly Indicate to the
public that shark is being sold in large
quantities. I doubt whether that action
would be taken, because we know what
happened In Victoria when a ban was
placed on the sale of shark in the retail
fish trade.

There were severe consequences to thai
decision, not so much in the industrial
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sense, hut in that it affected the viability
of the fishing industry as a whole. The
Minister said that many fishermen have
left shark fishing and perhaps have gone
north looking for other species. That is
all to the good; but the fact remains that
a tremendous quantity of shark Is still
earning into the retail trade. I suppose we
have all eaten a great deal of shark, even
in our own parliamentary dining room.
I could not differentiate between the taste
of shark and the taste of another fish,
although perhaps someone more experi-
enced In fish eating could.

But this Is just one small way in which
the Government could do something about
warning the public of the dangers of
shark. As I said earlier, most people know
that the real danger of mercury con-
tamination comes from eating shark meat.
I do not suppose many people eat whale
meat or the other fish which may be con-
taminated In this way.

I really stood to speak in this debate
before the member for "Mirrabooka" re-
plies to the debate to ask why no Govern-
ment supporter has defended the Minister
for Health. Two clauses in this motion
are specifically critical of the Minister, yet
nobody has risen in his defence. I do not
think that is fair, and that is the sole
reason I speak now. I did not want the
debate to close without Government sup-
porters being given the opportunity to
stand and make known the Minister's In-
activity and Ineptitude In this regard.

I recall some rather amusing statements
which appeared In the weekend news-
papers on the dangers associated with
mercury in shark. I am not quite certain
whether the Deputy Premier or the
Premier intends to speak in this debate;
I see them both making notes. If they
want me to go on speaking for a short
while. I will be happy to go along with
their request. However, I have just re-
ceived the "no" sign, so apparently they
do not intend to reply; no Government
supporter intends to defend the Minister
for Health. That Is a matter for regret,
because if the Government does not defend
him It must agree with what I am saying.
I support the entire motion, and I am
pleased to see that the Government at
least agrees with two of Its clauses.

MR A. R. TONKIN (Morley) [5.17 p-rn.:
I believe this to be one of the most amaz-
ing things which has ever happened in
this Parliament. The Government has
refused to defend its own Minister for
Health against the accusations contained
in my motion. I do not know whether the
debate will ever see the light of day; we
see the Press doing all In its power to
protect the Court Government. For in-
stance, last night I gave examples of
answers provided by Government Minis-
ters which were ridiculous and ludicrous
in the extreme. I pointed out that they

'IS,)

would be unacceptable if they came from
a grade 7 child.

if the answers had been supplied by
Labor Ministers, It would have been front
page news; however, because it is the
Premier and his Ministers giving the
answers to my questions, the Press does
not publish any reference to them, Such
answers would make Government Minis-
ters a laughing stock in any country which
takes a little pride in the standing of its
Parliament.

We have seen this afternoon the Minis-
ter for Fisheries and Wildlife, replying on
behalf of the Government, going out of his
way to say, "I am not defending the
Minister." In addition, the Government
has gone out of its way not to defend the
Minister for Health because it knows that
Minister has misled the Parliament. He
told me he had tabled results of tests on
the amount of mercury contained in fish
when In fact he had not tabled those
results. For the benefit of the lamebrain
who Is trying to make an inane Interjec-
tion, the record will show that to be a
f act.

Mr Skidmnore: I think it is the member
for Bunbury.

Mr A. R. TONKIN: I do not know who
it was. we saw last night the hilarity
with which the Premier and other Minis-
ters received my remarks. They have no
pride in their job; they have no excuse for
their conduct. In effect, the Government
has said, "We agree with you. The Minis-
ter for Health is inept. He has misled
the Parliament."

Sir Charles Court: We said nothing of
the sort.

Mr A. R. TONKIN: Thbe Premier did not
stand to defend him. Why did he not
make an effort to defend him?

Sir Charles Court:. He does not need
defending against you.

Mr A. R. TONKIN: It Is extraordinary
that the Government will not defend its
Minister for Health.

Mr ONeil: Nobody needs defending
against anything you say.

Mr A. R. TONKIN: I presume therefore
that the Minister for Health shortly will
be handing in his resignation because he
has misled the Parliament.

Sir Charles Court: Do not make yourself
look more stupid than you are.

Mr A. R. TONKIN: The Minister for
Health said that information had been
provided to the Parliament when in fact
it had not. The Minister for Fisheries and
Wildlife went out of his way to say, "I
am not defending the Minister for Health."
He did not say the Minister for Health
did not need defending; he was very ex-
plicit.
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The member for Victoria Park invited
the Premier to stand and defend the Min-
ister for Health from this motion of cen-
sure, but the Premier once again displayed
the contempt he has for this Parliament.
The Opposition has moved a censure
motion against the Government but the
Premier has said, "We are not going to
answer it." How contemptuous can one be
of the parliamentary institution?

Mr Skidmnore: Either that, or he is dis-
playing a contempt for his Ministers.

Mr A. R. TONKCIN: I find it absolutely
incredible that a Parliament-which is the
People assembled--should be treated with
such contempt.

I have already indicated in my earlier
outline that the facts indicated the Min-
ister for Health was not fItI to hold his
portfolio. The reasons for this have been
clearly related to the Parliament; be mis-
led Parliament by stating he had tabled
information when in fact he had not.

The Minister for Health also stated in
Parliament on the 28th August last year
that there was no need for alarm; in
fact, he said what the Minister for Fish-
cries and Wildlife has just reiterated. Yet
a few weeks later-because of initiatives
taken by the Australian Government-the
same Minister said, 'Pregnant women had
better not eat shark." The Minister who a
few weeks earlier assured this House there
was no need for alarm came out with a
statement like that. In so doing, he treated
the Parliament with the same contempt as
the Premier, who has refused to answer our
censure motion.

Mr Stephens: You should read the ans-
wers given by your own Minister for
Health. I refer you to page 2297 of the 1973
Hansard, where you will see the Minister
said that in no case had mercury con-
tamination exceeded 0.5 ppm.

Mr A. R. TONKIN: If that were the
case, why did the Minister contradict him-
self two weeks later?

Mr Stephens: He did not say there was
no need for alarm. He said there was no
case where fish samples had contained
more than 0.5 ppmn mercury.

Mr A. R. TONKIN: But the present
Minister for Health said samples had been
taken indicating a mercury content of 2.8
ppm. He said there was no need for alarm
and then changed his mind two weeks later
because of publicity in the Eastern States.
Either there is cause for alarm or there is
not. The Minister for Health had those
figures in front of him Indicating a content
of 2.8 ppm.

I can understand the Government want-
ing to foresake its own Minister by not
defending him on this occasion. I must
say I feel sorry for the Minister for
Health; I would have expected his Govern-
ment to stand by him in this censure mo-
tion because he cannot defend himself In
this House. It Is not Possible for me to
bring a motion of censure against him in

the other House. I thought some Govern-
ment suporter would have had the loyalty
to defend him.

Mvr Shalders: Would not Caucus author-
ise a motion of censure in the other place?

Mr A. R. TONKIN: We are not saying
there is a cause for great alarm; we are
saying the people have a right to know
what action is being taken. Samples have
been taken indicating a mercury content
of 2.8 ppm and it Is quite possible that
at this moment, people are eating fish with
that degree of toxicity.

It is not good enough to talk just about
the difference between acute and chronic
poisoning. The point is that chronic poison-
ing will take place over a period of time.
This poison accumulates; it is not excreted
to any great extent and tends to build up
as time goes by. There is no evidence that
anybody in Australia is suffering from
mercury poisoning; on the other hand,
what Is being done to discover whether
anyone will suffer in this way?

The Public Health Department recoin-
mended that studies should be undertaken
into the mercury content of human blood
and hair. It did not make such a recom-
mendation because it was sure there was
no need for alarm but because it felt the
situation should be watched.

We have become used to Ministers
laughing at questions and at Parliament
generally. The Premier has laughed at
this censure motion: he has said there is
no need to defend the Minister for Health
against the motion. There has been an
explicit refusal by a Country Party Min-
ister to defend another Country Party
Minister. The Minister for Fisheries and
Wildlife went out of his way to say that he
was not going to defend the Minister for
Health. But the Premier has said that
the Minister for Health did not need to
be defended against the accusations con-
tained in the censure motion. Why then
did the Minister for Fisheries and Wild-
life bother to participate in the debate?
But on two occasions.-once at the begin-
ning of his speech and later in reply to
an interjection-he was explicit in saying
he was not going to defend the Minister
for Health, despite the fact that the mo-
tion specifically named and criticised the
Minister for Health.

I do not blame the Government for
not having faith In Its Minister; but if
this is so, clearly he should be replaced.
I believe the Minister for Fisheries and
Wildlife went out of his way to make that
statement because he is an ambitious per-
son: he wants to progress In politics, and
does not want to have held against him
the fact that he defended a Minister who
was in an indefensible position.

The Opposition believes these accusa-
tions are serious. A Minister who mis-
leads Parliament warrants the greatest
censure. It is a very serious complaint
to accuse a Minister of not doing some-
thing he has Informed Parliament he has
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done. Yet the Premier and his Minister
and the Government's supporters have nC
Intention of replying to the debate; thel
are going to ignore the motion, and noi
bother to defend a Minister who cannot
defend himself In this place. The Min-
ister for Health is to be thrown to thi
wolves.

Sir Charles Court: That is absolut(
nonsense!

Mr A. R. TONKIN. The Premier seem~
to find it funny that the Minister foi
Health has misled Parliament. Apparently
It is quite in order for Ministers in other
Parliaments to be dismissed for such s
failing. Recently, we have seen Jim Cairni
and Rex Connor dismissed for misleading
Parliament; at the time, this Governmenl
agreed with the dismissals. However, when
it comes to the Court Government, a Min-
ister is able to mislead Parliament, and
nothing happens to him. The opposition
takes Parliament a lot more seriously than
that.

Question put and a division taken with
the following result-

Mr Bateman
Mr Bertram
Mr Bryce
Mr T. J. Burke
Mr Carr
Mr Davies.
Mr IT. n. Evans
Mr Fletcher

Mr Elaikie
Sir Charles Court
Mr Coyne
Mr Crane
Mr Orayden
Mr Orewar
Mr P. V. Jones
Mr Laurance
Mr MePharlin
Mr Mensares
Mr Nanovick

Ayes
Mr Moiler

Mr Barnet
Mr T. D. Evans
Mr May
Mr B. T. Burke
Question thus
Motion defeate

Ayes-IS
Mr Harman
Mr Jamieson
Mr T. H. Jones
Mr Skidmore
Mr Taylor
Mr A. R. Tonkin
Mr J. T. Tonkin
Mr Mclver

(I

Noes-fl2
Mr O'Connor
MY Old
Mr O'Neil
Mr Shalders
Mr Sibson
Mr Sodeman
Mr Stephens
Mr Thompson
Mr watt
Mr Young
Mr Clarke

(2'
Pairs

Noes
Mr Ridge
Mr Rtushton
Mrs Craig
Dr Dadour
Mr Cowan

negatived.

COMMONWEALTH BUDGET
Condemnation: Motion

Debate resumed, from the 27th August,
on the following motion by Mr Young-

That in the opinion of this House
the Commonwealth Government's
Budget for 1975-76 will:

(a) fall to stimulate the rural,
mining and secondary indus-
tries and employment;

(b) make no inroads on galloping
Inflation which is continuing
to rob the average Australian
of his savings, security of

t
t

MRJ.T TONKIN (Melville-Leader
of the Opposition) [5.33 pm.]: The motion
moved by the member for Scarborough is
designed to condemn the Budget intro-
duced into the Australian Parliament; and
if a case can be established to Prove that
the Budget has failed, then, to go from
that first step, to condemn the Govern-
ment. In order to enable one to make a
fair assessment of the situation it is ne-
cessgary, first of all, to give consideration
to the ability of the member for Scarbo-
rough to make proper assessments on fin-
ancial matters. Unless the honourable
member has the capability to analyse a
situation fairly and squarely, and to make
the right deductions, little notice need be
taken of his conclusions.

Mr Thompson: He is very well qualified.
Mr J. T. TONKIN: We will see, as we

proceed. On thte surface one would say
without hesitation that the member for
Scarborough ought to be fully capable of
the task which he has undertaken. Let us
see some of the comments he has made,
and whether he can Justify them. He
made the statement that the new Treas-
urer was the perpetrator of a document of
deceit. He was referring to the Federal
Treasurer.

In order to establish that, one has to
show that that Budget Is deliberately
designed to deceive. Whether or not one
agrees with the format Is another matter;
whether or not one agrees with the steps
taken in respect of the existing situation
is another matter; but what the member
for Scarborough is endeavouring to estab-
lish Is that the Treasurer in the Aus-
tralian Governmnent framed a6 Budget
which is set out to deceive.

The member for Scarborough went on
to say that the Budget had given no incen-
tive whatsoever to Private enterprise or
to the people of this Country. I would
remind members that there were some
taxation deductions for business people;
and as a reduction in costs is always re-
garded as an incentive, this shows very

employment and the prospect
of owning and keeping his
own house;

(c) cause a huge increased taxa-
tion burden to fall on the
shoulders of certain selected
sections of the community;,

(d) cause massive reductions in
necessary State works pro-
grammes such as housing,
schools and roads; and

(e) contribute to the further de-
terioration of the rural com-
munities, as well as continue
to aggravate the worst un-
employment record in the na-
tion's history.

For these and other reasons the
Whitlam Government is to be con-
demned for falling to properly manage
the affairs. of the nation.



clearly that that statement of the mem-
ber for Scarborough Is not correct.

The honourable member went further to
bolster up his argument by saying that the
Treasurer was the Perpetrator of a docu-
ment of deceit by putting forward a false
economic situation to the people. Anyone
'will know what the economic situation is;
one would have to be dumb not to realise
that not only Australia, but practically
every industrialised country, has been for
a very considerable period grappling with
Inflation.

As a matter of fact, it was only In this
morning's newspaper that 3[ read where
Japan was Proposing to cut back on its
iron ore imports. So, the economic situa-
tion is 'well known to everyone.

Mr Thompson: We have not denied
there has been a problem so far as infla-
tion is concerned. What we argue about
is that the rate of inflation under the
Whltlarn Government has accelerated
greatly.

Mr J. T. TONKIN': I am sorry that I
am not prepared to take the time to deal
with the honourable member's argument.
I1 will deal with one argument at a time.
The priceless statement of the member for
Scarborough which, without the slightest
doubt, I shall cut to ribbons, appears at
page 2310 of the current Hansard. He
said-

At the moment inflation in this
country Is forcing every company,
Private and Public, to pay dividends
out of capital.

Mr Young: I made an exception 12
lines further on.

Mr J. T. TONKIN: The member for
Scarborough was interrupted when I
asked him, "Every company?"

Mr Young: You were right, and I cor-
rected it.

Mr J. T. TONKIN- The honourable
member then repeated, "Every company
would be paying dividends out of capital.-

Mr Young: You were right and I cor-
rected myself.

Mr J. T. TONKIN: That shows how
wrong the member for Scarborough was.

Mr Young: That was. 10 'weeks ago when
I said you were right and I corrected my-
self.

Mr J. T2. TONKIN: The paint Z make
is that this highly qualified man-

Mr Young: Can make mistakes.
Mr J. T. TONIN: -is able to make

an assessment on a vital point 'which has
been proved to be so wrong In his basic
argument.

Mr Young: I admit that.
Mr J. T. TONKIN: Let us look at his

ability to analyse a financial situation. I
go back to the period of the election In
1974 when a subcommittee of the Liberal

Party, of which the member for Scar-
borough was chairman, was appointed. So,
it was not only his own judgment, but the
judgment of his colleagues on that com-
mittee. The committee went into the
financial situation in Western Australia
and came up with some gems of opinions

Here is the first, and this was stated
by the present Premier on behalf of the
member for Scarborough. I quote from
The West Austfralian of the 7th March,
1974-

The Opposition Leader, Sir Charles
Court, said this yesterday after a party
subcommittee claimed that it had un-
covered what it believed to be disturb-
ing evidence.

The subcommittee recommended an
inquiry.

The four-man subcommittee, headed
by Mr R,. Young M~LA. a chartered ac-
countant and member of the Parlia-
mentary public accounts committee,
said that a healthy Treasury had be-
come an empty barrel in less than
three years.

That was his considered opinion, after
going into these details in connection with
which he is supposed to be well skilled
and able to make a proper assessment.
To continue with the report in The West
Australian-

The situation was so serious that
at the end of last June there were
no reserves left to offset an expected
deficit of nearly $7 million this fin-
ancial year.

That is another very definite statement
which turned out to be nonsense.

The then Leader of the Opposition was
so impressed with this supposed disturbing
evidence which had been uncovered that
he said an inquiry would be started im-
mediately after the Liberals won the State
election.

Mr H. D. Evans: Did they have one?

Mr J. T. TONKI: I have been waiting
for the result of that concern, and to bear
that an inquiry has been started. There
has been no sign of any commencement,
so we cannot expect any finish. This is
the disturbing evidence: this Treasury, ac-
cording to the member for Scarborough,
had In less than three years become an
empty barrel.

I recommend to anyone who wants to
know the true position to discard the opin-
ion of the member for Scarborough, and to
look at the report of the Auditor-General
for the year ended the 30th June, 1974.

vaMr Young: Are You quoting from page
a?

Mr J. T. TONKIN: In that report it Is
stated that the Public Account In 1973-74
stood at $178 295 000 held or Invested, and
this was $23 689 000 more than was held
or Invested at the close of 1972-73. The
cash resources totalled $93 232 000 which
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was an increase of $11 962 0300, compared
with the previous year.

The Auditor-General points out that the
deficit was $5 731 000 which was $1 217 000
lower than budgeted for, and the funds
were there to meet It.

That is supposed to be the empty barrel.
This is the situation which is supposed to
have caused the greatest concern and
which warranted immediate Investigation!I
That is the conclusion to which the memn-
ber for Scarborough, with all his qual-
cations and his ability to assess the finan-
cial situation, came to In the face of the
figures mentioned In the Auditor-General's
report,

Need I go any further to show whether
the member for Scarborough has or has not
the ability to pass an opinion on a Budget?

Mr Young: Would you like me to answer
that now?

Mr. J. T. TONKIN: The member for
Scarborough wants a few more figures.

Mr Young: What are the figures in the
Public Moneys investment Fund?

Mr J. T. TONKIN: I Will go to the
situation in 1972-73. when we went Into
office. At that time the Public Account
showed $14 106 838 more than was held or
Invested in 1971-72. So, we effected an im-
porovernent Immediately. The moneys held
In the Public Account were sufficient to
finance a deficit of $4 380 481 In the Con-
solidated Revenue Fund. The cash reserves
at the Treasury were $81 270 158. That is
an Increase of $7 458 016 compared with
1971-72.

1 have dealt with the first year we went
Into office, and I have dealt with the year
we went out of office. I have shown an
Improvement in the figures In the Public
Account and the cash reserves, and I have
shown the full ability to meet a deficit.
The incoming Government realised that It
was not Inheriting an empty barrel at all.

Mr Mclver: It is Probably an empty
barrel now.

Mr J. T. TONKJIN: The situation was
one which, In the circumstances then pre-
vailing, would have caused considerable
gratification to anybody who was really
concerned about the finances of the State.

Let us have a look at these supposed
companies which had to pay dividends out
of capital.

Mr Bertram: That would be unlawful,
would It not?

Mr Young: You mean the companies I
excepted.

Mr Jamieson: There were very limited
exceptions.

Mr J. T. TONKIEN: I want to give an
Idea of the Position of a number of com-
panies to show that instead of paying divi-
dends out of capital they were doing re-
markably well. First of all, I will refer to
a recent item which appeared in The West

Australian of the 6th September, 1975.
The headline to the article to which I axe
referring was, "Utah may take top profit
spot". The article states that the US-con-
trolled Utah Development Coy, appears set
to eclipse Broken Hill Proprietary Coy Ltd.
as the top net profit earner In Australia
this year. There is no suggestion there
that the company will use Its capital to pay
dividends.

Mr Young: There Is no suggestion that
It will not.

Mr J. T. TONKIN: That company was
the top net profit-earner in Australia this
year.

Mr Young: That bears no relationship
to what I said. In that particular case the
Leader of the opposition would be correct,
but in many other cases he would not be
correct.

Mr Taylor: You are playing with words.
Mr Young: No, I am not.
Sir Charles Court: Many companies in

Australia today have been affected,
Mr J. T. TONKIN: it Is as well that we

have some figures to back up our argu-
ment. The net profits for the biggest
coalminer In Australia, for the three
months ended the 31st July, soared from
$16.69 million to $42.5 million.

Mr Young: What was the return on
capital?.

Mr J. T. TONKIN: The article con-
tinue&-.-

..an increase rate that would give a
massive $170 million for the full year.

The increase brought net profit for
the nine months to July 31 to $84.7
million compared with $25.2 million
for the corresponding 1973-74 period.

Mr Young: What is the point you are
making there; that the company makes a
lot of money?

Mr J. T. TONKIN: Another headline
reads, "Results of McLean Bros leap 272
pc". That appeared in The West Mu-
tralian of Saturday, the 23rd August, this
year. The profits have leaped and yet we
are told in this place, In order to bolster
up the case of the member for Scar-
borough. that companies were paying divi-
dends out of capital.

Sir Charles Court: Give us the profits
of those companies.

Mr 3. T. TONKIN: The article reads-
McLean Bros and RIgg Ltd. the

listed subsidiary of the WA-based
Metro Industries LWd, recorded a strong
boost in net trading profit for the six
months to June 30.

The profit of $358,627 jumped 272
per cent from $96,320 for the six
months to May 31, 1974, and 181 per
cent on the $127,582 for the 13 months
to December 31 when the company
changed its accounting period to a
calendar year basis.
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Mr Young: Do you know the capital at
the beginning of that period? Did you look
at it? What about answering me.

Mr J. T. TONKIN: I am answering the
member for Scarborough, all right.

Sir Charles Court: It is not convenient
to answer his question.

Mr J. T. TONKIN: Another headline
which appeared in the Daily News of
Thursday, the 4th September, 1975, reads
"Big profit increase for Wins". The article
reads--

Winus Ltd lifted profit by 64 per
cent in the year to July 31, and in
doing so, scored the board some valu-
able points in the struggle to gain
shareholder support.

At the same time, directors accused
Winthrop Investments Ltd of trying to
scare Winns shareholders into voting
against the acquisition of the six Mates
stores.

Mr Young: And what was its capital?
Mr J. T. TONKIN: There is no sugges-

tion of payment out of capital.
Mr Young: You do not know what you

are talking about.
Mr J. T. TONKIN: There is no sugges-

tion of that business struggling to make
ends meet. The member for Scarborough
said there were insufficient dividends be-
cause of economic conditions, and that
businesses did not know where they were
going. What a lot of rot! Another article
appeared in The West Australian on
Saturday, the 27th September, 1975, uin-
der the heading "West Sands boosts pay-
out after profit leaps".

Several members interjected.
The SPEAKER: Order!
Mr J. T. TONKIN: The article reads-

Westralian Sands Ltd has doubled
its dividend and sharply increased its
net profit for the second consecutive
year.

The local beach sands miner will pay
a 50 per cent dividend (5c a share)
after lifting net profit by 169 per cent
to a record $3,199,387 In the year to
June 30.

Another article which appeared in The
West Australian of Wednesday, the 3rd
September, 1975, was headed "LNC to pay
bonus after record year". The article
reads--

1MG Industries Ltd will pay a bonus
five per cent dividend after a profit
rise of nearly 45 per cent to a record
$4.58 million in the year to June 30.

The bonus will lilt the total Payout
from the previous year's 20 per cent
to 25 per cent. New shares from June's
one-for-five issue will not participate
in the bonus or final ordinary divid-
ends.

There Is no suggestion In that instance of
a company which does not know where it
is going, struggling in the prevailing econ-
omnic conditions, and facing up to a short-
age of funds.

Sir Charles Court: We can provide
Plenty of examples where companies are
struggling.

Mr Bertram: Since you have been in
Government.

Mr J. T. TONKIN: I want to emphasise
the companies I have mentioned just as
a sample.

Sir Charles Court: A sample of your
own choosing.

Mr J. T. TONKIN: It is a sample of the
companies which are doing well.

Sir Charles Court: Which you have
chosen.

Mr Young: The Leader of the Opposition
does not know what to look for.

Mr J. T. TONKIN: I do know what to
look for. The member for Scarborough
knows what to look for, but he could not
find it. He is one of those birds who can
stand up and dish it out, and say all sorts
of things, but he cannot take it. It Is so
easy to throw these arguments around In
the hope that other people are not follow-
ing the point. In that situation one can get
away with murder. When the member for
Scarborough was pulled up he admitted he
was wrong, but the damage had been done.

Mr Jamieson: He only half admitted
that he was wrong.

Mr J. T. TONKIN: An article which
appeared in The West Australian of Trues-
day, the 2nd September, of this year, was
headed "Michaells Bayley has steady Pay-
out". The article begins--

Michaelis Bayley, the leather and
plastic goods manufacturer, will pay
an unchanged annual dividend of 15c
a share after lifting profit in the year
to June.

We then come to the following-
W. C. Penfold Holdings LWd, the

Sydney-based printer and stationer,
has lifted Its annual dividend rate
from 12.5c to 15c a share after boost-
ing net profit almost 60 per cent from
$498,365 to $795,874 in the year to
June 30.

The article continues-
Allied Manufacturing and Trading

Industries Ltd's major food subsidiary
is now operating profitably.

A little further on the article states,-
Tutt Bryant Ltd. the NSW-based

manufacturing merchant, lifted net
profit from $442,000 to $462,000 on
sales up from $18.5 million to $20.9
million in the half year to June 30.

The result excluded extraordinary
profits of $247,000 (previously $15,000).
A steady Interim dividend of 3c a
share was declared.
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It is also stated-
Buckley and Nunn Ltd, the Mel-

bourne retailer, lifted net profit from
$682,248 to $133,214 in the year to July
31.

The result was on sales up from $15
million to 516.8 million.

The directors maintained the annual
dividend rate of 12,5 per cent with a
final payout of 7.5 per cent.

In The West Australian of the 5th Sep-
tember, 1975, there appeared aL headline
'CUB result up 4.Spc to peak $14mn." The
article reads-

Carlton and United Breweries Ltd,
Australia's biggest brewing group,
lifted consolidated net profit 4.8 per
cent from an adjusted $13 764 389 to
a record $14 419 571 in the year to
June 30.

Mr Grayden: Everyone is drowning his
sorrows!

Mr J. T. TONKIN: Another heading in
the same newspaper reads "20 pc earnings
leap by Boral", and the article states--

Building materials suppliers appear
to have suffered little from the de-
pressd state of the economy. judging
from the profit results of a number of
the major groups in the industry,

Boral Ltd and Its partly-owned sub-
sidiary, Boral Basic Industries Ltd are
leading the field with their profits ris-
ing by more than 20 per cent in 1974-
75.

I will now refer to a company which is
well known to every member in this H-ouse,
because it is a local company trading
permanently in this State. I will quote
from an article which appeared in The
West Australian of the 10th September.
1975, under the heading "Brisbane boosts
earnings again". The article reads--

H. L. Brisbane and Wunderlich Ltd
has continued its steady profit growth,
with a 25 per cent rise In the 'year to
June 30 on top of last year's 19 per
cent improvement.

Profit in the latest year rose to
$813 950 compared with $651 575 pre-
viously.

Is there any necessity to go any further
through this motion?

Mr Grayden: They are selected cases.
Mr Jamieson: Oh. selected cases!
Mr Taylor: Surely they prove something;

they prove the others cannot be efficient.
Sir Charles Court: Have you not read

about the state of industry in the Eastern
States?

Mr Taylor: You cannot have losses and
gains in the same economic climate.

The SPEAKER: Order!

Mr J. T. TONKIN: It is very interest-
ing to see the reaction of members opposite
when their case is blown to smithereens.

Sir Charles Court: Good heavens--the
case you have put up tonight is so pathetic
it does not become you.

Mr J. T. TONKIN: I am glad the Pre-
mier has come into this. He has a lot to
answer far.

Mr Bryce: He wrote the motion moved
by the member for Scarborough.

Mr J. T. TONKIN: The Premier talked
this afternoon as though when one budgets
for a certain deficit, one has to put the
money aside and leave it there.

Sir Charles Court: Like You did.
Mr J. T. TONKIN: The Premier would

like us to believe that the money cannot
be used.

Sir Charles Court: Like you did.
Mr J3. T. TONKIN: But the Premier

said I used it.
Sir Charles Court: Are you going to

deny it?
Mr J. T, TONKIN: The Premier said I

left an empty barrel.
Sir Charles Court: I never said that at

all.
Mr J. T. TONKIN: Oh yes, the Premier

did say that.
Sir Charles Court: I said You had to use

your money to balance your Budget.
Several members interjected.
Mr J. T. TONKIN: The Premier did say

that.
Siir Charles Court: Don't you distort

the situation.
Mr J. T. TONKIN: This is a case of fools

rushing in where angels fear to tread. I
have been waiting for the Premier to come
in.

Sir Charles Court: You budgeted for a
deficit. This is an old trick of yours, for
as long as I have been here.

Mr Taylor: You still have not woken
up to It.

Sir Charles Court: You budgeted for a
deficit and used loan funds to cover it.
That Is quite sensible, and the only pru-
dent way to deal with it. Are you going to
say you did not do that?

Mr J. T. TONKCIN: Will the Premier re-
concile his statement that the funds were
there to cover the small deficit I budgeted
for, and at the same time that the Treas-
ury was an empty barrel?

Sir Charles Court: You took it out of
loan funds which was the sensible and
logical thing to do, the same as I did
last year. Do not distort the situation-
the figures are there.

Mr 3. T. TONKIN: All I did in connec-
tion with a book entry was to say that
this amount of loan funds is not to be
expended on capital works because it would
be required to finance the Budget.
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Sir Charles Court: That is what I have
been trying to tell your members and you.

Mr J. T. TONKIN. But the deficit was
less than the amount budgeted for.

Sir Charles Court: Good for you!
Mr J. T. TONKI: Was I entitled to

pocket the difference?
Sir Charles Court: Don't talk rot!
Mr J. T. TONKIN: Where is it?
Sir Charles Court: it is in the Treasury;

of course it Is.
Mr J. T. TONKIN: In the Treasury un-

spent?
Sir Charles Court: You are making

yourself look almost maniacal.
Mr J. T. TONKIN: In the Treasury un-

spent?
Several members Interjected.
Mr 3. T. TONKIN: I am a wake-up to

the Premier, make no mistake about that.
Sir Charles Court: If you budgeted for

a deficit of $6 million, put the money aside
in loan funds, and had only a $4 million
deficit, you would have had $2 million in
loan funds at the end of the year. It is
as simple as that.

Mr J. T. TONKIN: Supposing, in anti-
cipation of the fact that the Premier's
Budget was not going to reach the figure
he had budgeted for, the Premier decided
he could put some people to work-

Sir Charles Court: There is nothing to
stop you, except that at the end of the
year You would be in a financial mess.

Mr J. T. TONKIN: Oh that is right-
run away from it!

Sir Charles Court: You would be in a
financial mess.

Mr J. T. TONKIN: The Premier has ad-
mitted already that the money was there.

Sir Charles Court: You have distorted
the situation. It does you no good; you
are making yourself look quite foolish,

M~r J. T. TONKIN: That is a matter of
opinion,

Sir Charles Court: Did you not set aside
some money from loan funds to cover your
deficit?

Mr J. T. TONKIN: I did, and I did not
need all of It.

Sir Charles Court: Okay-you made a
genuine mistake.

Mr J. T. TONKIN: I had the cash.
Sir Charles Court: At the end of the year

You made a mistake.
Mr J. T. TONKIN: I did not make a

mistake at all.
Mr Clarko: Was It deliberate?
Sir Charles Court: Did you do it on

purpose?
Mr J. T. TONKI: Of course it was done

on purpose.

Mr Harman: Nothing sinister about that.
Sir Charles Court: You had better tell

the Auditor-General about it,
Mr J. T. TONKIN: It was an estimate.

The Premier knows it was an estimate,
and I am telling him that he will not get
within millions of his estimate.

Sir Charles Court: All1 right-we will
deal with that like your other estimate.

Mr Jamieson: You deliberately deflated
Part of the estimate.

Sir Charles Court: If I finish in a better
position than I budgeted for, you will not
scream.

Mr Taylor: It will not help the 300
workers who are to be retrenched.

Sir Charles Court: You are the only
one talking about retrenchments.

The SPEAKER: Order! There will be no
cross-Chamber conversation,

Mr J. T. TONKIN: I would like to read
to the House an observation made by the
Premier in 1971. He said-

I want to make some rather im-
portant observations In connection
with loan funds. one of the problems,
in my view. is that so far as loan
funds are concerned throughout Aus-
tralia-and particularly In State Par-
lament&--the practice has grown up
to complain about the fact that we do
not have enough money, but we never
look at ways of getting enough.

This afternoon the Premier said that If
the Australian Government had given him
More money for sewerage, he would keep
the men at work.

Sir Charles Court: That is right: it
would be for a specific purpose.

Mr J. T. TONKIN: To conclude his sta-
tement, the Premier said-

Governments, as long as I can re-
member. have been complaining that
they do not receive enough money.
Usually the whipping horse is the
Commonwealth Government.

Now, members would think that the Pre-
mnier-

Mdr Jamieson: That was before the Gov-
ernment changed In 1971.

Mr 3. T. TONKIN: -who makes such
a forthright and righteous statement as
that, indicating that it is quite wrong to
blame the Commonwealth Government
because we do not get enough money, would
not now blame the Commonwealth Gov-
ernment. The Premier is blaming some-
one else for his inability to keep these men
at work.

Sir Charles Court: You know this sewer-
age money is specific purpose money-it
is quite different.

Mr J. T. TONKIN: But the Premier does
not like specific grants-he complains
about them.

Sir Charles Court: I have told the Com-
monwealth that we are quite prepared to
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use this other money if it is made available
to us, but the Commonwealth has said
"No".

Mr J. T. TONKIN: The Premier wants It
both ways. It is wrong for other State
Governments to complain, but It is all right
for him. The Premier Issued this dictum
at a time when a Liberal-Country Party
Government was In offie in the Austra-
lian Parliament and a Labor Government
was in office here. His theory was that
It was quite wrong for us to look for more
money from the Australian Government-
we should not do that and he told us so.
However, It Is well known that the Premier
changes his statements to suit the climate
of.- the occasion.

Mr Grayden: That is not so.
Mr J. T. TONKIN: He changes them as

frequently as we change our shirts.
Mr Grayden: You would be In that

category, sure!
Mr J. T. TONKIN: No I would not, but

I think the Minister would.
We come back now to this supposed

justification for the statement that the
Australian Government's Budget was
introduced for the purpose of deceiving,
and because it did that the Government
should be condemned. Owing to the action
of the political friends of the member for
Scarborough, the Australian Government
has not been given an opportunity to allow
its Budget to work.

Mr Bryce: Shame!
Mr Clarko: It had already collapsed.
Mr J. T. TONKIN: How wrong and un-

fair It is to say that the Australian Gov-
ernment's Budget has given no incentive
to industry and it has gained no improve-
ment in the economy, when It has not
been possible to implement properly the
proposals in the Budget to see whether or
not they will work.

I can recall the strategy of the
McMahon Government when Mr Snedden
was Treasurer in 1971. It was to create
unemployment deliberately In order to
check Inflation. The strategy of the 1971
Budget--which was condemned by the
media from one end of Australia to the
other-was quite clear. it was reversed
subsequently, before the 1972 election when
it was too late to allow the Government
to survive. Now we are expected to be-
lieve that if the present Australian Labor
Government is turned out of office, and
the Liberal-Country Party Government
takes office, it will have all the answers.

Mr Harman: All will be well!
Mr J. T. TONKIN: In 1971 the Premier

told the People he had the answer to in-
flation. He told us It Is wrong to believe
that the problem of inflation could be
tackled only on a Commonwealth basis.
because it could be dealt with State by

State. He told the people that all they
need do was to put his party into office
and he would rectify Inflation In this
State.

Mr Bryce: Delusions of grandeur!
Mr J. T. TONKIN4: What was the result?

Month after month Western Australia has
had the highest inflation rate in the
Commonwealth.

Mr Grayden: And the lowest unemploy-
ment.

Mr J, T. TONKIN(: No, it has not had
the lowest unemployment.

Mr Young: Three months in a row it
had the lowest figures-August, September,
and October.

Mr Eryce: What a temporary aberration
that would be!

Mr J. T. TONKIN: It had the highest
Inflation rate, and, Mr Speaker, do you
know what poppycock was put up here to
justify the highest inflation rate? We
were told it was all due to the price of
meat In this State.

Mr Grayden: And unemployment has
doubled as a consequence of malad-
ministration by the Commonwealth Gov-
ernment.

Mr J. T. TONKIN: It is so easy-
Mr Grayden: Unemployment has

doubled through maladministration.
Mr J. T. TONKIN: -to make a general

statement like that when one is not called
upon to justify it. This is the same as
the statement made by the member for
Scarborough when he said that every
company was paying dividends out of
capital.

Mr Grayden: It is going to reach 400 000
after Christmas. What do you say to
that?

Several members interjected,
The SPEFAKER: Order!
Mr J. T. TONINl: Thank you, Mr

Speaker. I can appreciate how members
on the other side bite; when they hear
these home truths they do not like It. It
is all right to dish It out and make these
statements when they can get away with
them.

Mr Young: You ran out of bait 10
minutes ago.

Mr J. T. TONKIN: When they are
challenged-

Mr Bertram: They fall to the ground!
Mr J. T. TONKIN: -and evidence is

brought forward to refute them, they have
to run away.

Mr Young: I will be here next Wed-
nesday.

Mr 3. T. TONKIN: All the Premier
wanted was six months-

Mr Jamtieson: There are six more speak-
ers on our side.
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Mr 3. T. TONKIN: -to settle the un-
employment Problem.

Sir Charles Court: That was August,
1971.

Mr J. T. TONKIN4: The Premier said he
would stake his reputation on it.

Mr Grayden: We had the lowest increase
in the country.

Mr J. T. TONKIN: And so it went on
month after month. Mr Speaker, I be-
lieve I have left the member for Scar-
borough without a feather to fly with.

Debate adjourned, on motion by Mr
Clarko.
Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

STATE ROUSINOD ACT
AMENDMENT BILL

Second Reading
MR P. V. JONES (Narrogin-Minister

for Housing) [7.30 p.m.]: I move-
That the Bill be now read a second

time.
The purpose of this Hill is to amend the
State Housing Act, 1946, with a view to
broadening its scope to make regulations
effectively to manage and administer the
Act.

Section 78 of the Act empowers regula-
tions to be made from time to time for
the maintenance of houses, buildings, and
land in which the State Housing Commis-
sion holds an interest. Although this sec-
tion also contains a general power for the
making of regulations for the objects and
purposes of the Act, this general power
is relative to the physical maintenance of
assets and is not explicit enough reason-
ably to validate the passing of regulations
to maintain, manage, and control assets
in a manner other than that of a physical
nature.

It is believed It is essential to incor-
porate the proposed amendment in the
Act in order that its objects and purposes
may be adequately managed, and adminis-
tered in its overall context.

I commend the Bill to the House.
Debate adjourned, on motion by Mr

Harman.

APPROPRIATION BIL
(CONSOLIDATED REVENUE FUND)

Second Reading: Budget Debate
Debate resumed from the 4th November.
MR MENSAROS (Floreat-Minister for

Fuel and Energy) [7.33 p.m.]: Mr Speaker,
with Your Permission I would like to use
this opportunity to announce certain facts
in connection with the Ewinana Nos. 5 and
6 units, because since the announcement
by the Government I think there has
been quite a lot of misunderstanding in
this matter. This was quite obvious from
some of the Press statements- and even
from some of the questions; and although

I do not wish to touch on this aspect, from
some of the malicious statements in the
advertisement in this afternoon's paper.

I would like to be fairly precise in my
remarks and again with your permission,
Sir, I would like to adhere to the notes
prepared.

I think it is desirable to give the House
full details of our proposal to convert the
two largest generating units at Kwinana
so that they can burn oil as well as coal.
There have been several misconceptions
and inaccurate statements voiced already
and I hope the information I have will
clear up these uncertainties.

Firstly I want to make it quite clear
that what was estimated as a $24 million
to $26 million conversion cost will be
funded entirely by internal SEC cash flows
plus its normal authorised borrowings from
the private capital market. No extra loan
funds or General Revenue Funds are ex-
pected to be required until the financial
year 1979-80.

Stated in its simplest terms the con-
version programme can be financed by
cutting capital expenditure in several areas
including a one-year deferral of the power
station expansion at Muja. These capital
savings in turn have been made possible
by the falling rate of load growth which
the SEC Is now experiencing. The ex-
penditure at Muja is being stretched out
over a longer period and is in no sense
being done away with. Other stringent
budget cuts have been made in transmis-
sion works, in distribution facilities and
buildings consistent with proper safety and
reliability standards.

Secondly, we must all realise that the
conversion proposal represents but one
step in an ongoing SEC construction pro-
gramme. While load growth has fallen for
the present it is expected to go up again.
The State's many large development pro-
jects waiting in the wings should ensure
this, particularly the jumbo steel proposal.
Indeed the Government will be working
to ensure that these projects go ahead and
the SEC will be a positive force in en-
couraging such developments.

It is necessary to keep a sense of per-
pective in these matters. The present
economic downturn I am sure will be
viewed by history as merely an unfortun-
ate and shortlived aberration caused by the
present Federal Government's ineptitude
and economic mismanagement. The falling
load growth now seen by the SEC is merely
a sympton of the general malaise. I am
confident, and the Government Is confi-
dent that the economic picture will Im-
Prove. This means that Mruja must be
built. We are only proposing to stretch out
its construction schedule by one year. In-
deed we must face up to ever increasing
costs for bigger works in future.

Thirdly, I was amazed to see in the
DailY News report that our friends of the
Collie Miners' Union, with the benefit of
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hindsight, could have saved the Govern-
ment the $24 million by proceeding with
a coal station originally. Ths assertion
is certainly not correct.

Mr T. H. Jones: Rubbish!I
Sir Charles Court: Just listen and get

the facts, instead of distorting them.
Mr T. H. Jones: You made the blue and

you should accept the responsibility.
Sir Charles Court: You won't face UP

to it.
The SPEAKER: Order! I have given the

Minister Permission to read out his state-
ment for the purposes of accuracy.

Mr MENSAROS: Much of the expendi-
ture now proposed would have been in-
curred anyway had a coal station been
adopted in the beginning at Kwinana. The
coal wagons, coal unloading facilities,
stockpiles, reclaiming equipment, convey-
ors, coal grinding mills and electrostatic
precipitators would still have been needed.
These major items account for much of
the $25.5 million. I repeat, they would have
been necessary anyway.

Sir Charles Court: That is the point.
Mr MENSAROS: We are surprisingly

little out of pocket by carrying out the
conversion programme now.

Point of Order
Mr J. T. TONKIN: On a point of order,

Mr Speaker, it has been the practice in the
House to permit Ministers to read their
second reading speeches but not to read
speeches they are making on Appropria-
tion Bills. I am unaware of any special dis-
pensation which the Minister is entitled
to enjoy as against a private member. I
suggest to you, Sir, that the Minister
should not be allowed to read this state-
ment.

The SPEAKER: in reply to the point of
order taken by the Leader of the Opposi-
tion I want to point out that in the first
place this is not the first time I have per-
mitted in the interests of accuracy, some-
one to read fairly extensively from papers.
In this regard I have acted more often,
I think, in the case of members of the
Opposition than I have in relation to memn-
bers, on the Government side. I appreciate
the remark by the Leader of the Opposi-
tion. that it is not good practice to read
out material at all, but this too has been
allowed by me; and as it was asked of mue
I permitted the Minister to do so on this
occasion.

This point of order may have arisen,
possibly, because at one time I called for
order and mentioned I had given permis-
sion to the Minister to make his statement.
In so doing I may have implied that It
would be appreciated if there were no
interjections; though I did not say that. If
members want to interject within reason, It
is their prerogative to do so. In short I
am using my prerogative as Speaker In this
Instance.

Mr J. T. TONKIN: With respect Sir, as
you know before the Minister, or even the
Premier, is entitled to make a statement
to the House he has to seek the leave of the
House to make that statement. The Min-
ister is speaking on the Estimates So it
cannot be taken that he is making a state-
ment; he Is making a speech. I suggest
that If the Minister is permitted to read
the speech on this Appropriation Bill then
in future any member of the House should
be entitled to read his remarks, particularly
In respect of the Revenue Estimates. I1 do
not think that is a desirable situation, and
I would ask you to reconsider the position
to see whether you believe that In the cir-
cunistances the Minister should be entitled
to read his speech; or if he wants to make
a statement to make the statement with-
out the leave of the House.

The SPEARER: In reply again to the
Leader of the Opposition's point of order,
I reaffirm. that I have given permission for
the Minister, when speaking to the Appro-
priation Bill, to read the major part of his
statement. The Minister approached me
personally and again asked permission
from the floor of the House, just as other
members have done. I do not like the
practice, but I do permit it at times, and I
am using my prerogative to allow this to
happen. It is not a good practice, I agree,
and I trust the Minister's statement will
not be read at much greater length than is
necessary.

Debate Resumed
Mr MENSAROS: To continue: In other

words we are not Incurring an additional
$25.5 million compared with the budgeted
expenditure without conversion. Had there
been no conversion, Muja could not have
been deferred and during the whole period
until and including 1979-80 only $6 mil-
lion less would have been spent. The $25.5
million represents only the cost expended
on conversion alone in lieu of other ex-
penditure which would have been required
during this period had the old programme
gone ahead.

Finally members will realise that all of
the figures which have been quoted are
estimates. They are based on sound en-
gineering design and the most accurate
possible cost estimation methods. How-
ever no construction project ever goes
exactly as Planned and we continue to face
very high rates of inflation. Figures we are
quoting now, may seem unrealistic In a few
years' time, but they are the best in-
formation Presently available.

I have with me several tables and graphs
showing how the capital expenditure will
occur during the next four years or so and
how the proposal to convert Swinana will
affect employment numbers.

This type of information is always com-
plicated and difficult to explain and I do
not propose to weary the House with a full
discourse on the data. Members interested
are more than welcome to get in touch
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with me and I will show them information
I have as well as do my best to explain
the material.

One point is quite clear from the fore-
casts; namely, that there will be substan-
tial additional benefits for increased em-
ployment in Western Australia. It is al-
ways difficult to maintain steady numbers
of workers in major construction projects.
Sometimes it is not Possible to avoid gaps
between Power station works, especially
if load growth falls as it has now.

The labour utilisation figures show that
the conversion will have the effect of main-
taining and increasing employment levels
at Kwlnana power station where there
would otherwise have been an abrupt fall
in the near future, leaving only the nor-
mal station operating staff.

The SPEAKER: I would appreciate the
Minister referring less closely to his notes
at this stage.

Mr Harman: This is making a farce of
Parliament.

The SPEAKER: Order! The Minister for
Industrial Development.

Mr MENSAROS: I do not want to con-
tinue the debate on the subject of the in-
teriection, but I do not think it disrupts
the proceedings of the House because I
want to be frank on this issue. I could have
asked leave of the House to make a state-
ment and no-one would have objected. I
am simply using the device of the debate
on the Appropriation Bill (Consolidated
Revenue Fund) to make this statement,
and I did not take any more time In doing
so.

Several members interjected.
Mr MENSAROS: If members opposite

say that I could have been refused leave
to make a statement, all I can say is that
they are not interested in the statement.
I do think, however, the member for Collie
is interested.

Mr TI. H. Jones: Will You answer one
question? When Ewinana Power station
was built why were not generators in-
stalled that could use both oil and coal,
and then we would have saved this ex-
penditure? Answer that question.

Mr MENSAROS: I am trying to ex-
plain-

Mr Grayden: The situation is not as
simple as that.

Mr MENSAROS: This is not expenditure
we would have saved. It Is approximately
$6 million which we would have spent
above the amount that would have been
expended until 1980, had the original
programme gone ahead. If originally the
decision had been made to use coal in-
Ftead of oil, quite apart--

Mr T. H. Jones: I am saying both coal
and oil.

Mr MENSAROS: -front the additional
expenditure for running costs all these
things which are being provided now would

have been provided, as I said a moment
ago.

In addition, all I want to say Is that al-
though we cannot calculate exactly how
many would be employed in an indirect
work force In addition to the work force
employed by the SEC and the main con-
struction contractors--in regard to which
I have figures--it is quite obvious there
will be an indirect flow-on from the point
of view of the work force.

Mr T. H. Jones: We have been telling
you this for months.

Mr MENSAROS: This will result in
additional benefits, particularly today
when It is claimed there will be a
shortage of jobs for the Kwinana work
force.

Mr T. H. Jones: I am sorry you attacked
the Collie miners.

Mr MENSAROS: I did not.
Mr T. H. Jones: You did; you mentioned

them unnecessarily.
The SPEAKER: Order!

MRt BRYCE (Ascot) [2.49 p.m.]: The
State Budget always contains a very im-
portant allocation of expenditure to be
devoted to the field of education, and I
would like to take the opportunity, during
this second reading debate on the Appro-
priation Bill (Consolidated Revenue Fund)
to draw the attention of the Government
to a whole variety of failings and weak-
nesses In its own education policy.

The section of the State Budget which is
devoted to expenditure on education
approximates 28 per cent of the amount
shown in this year's Estimates. We sit
here, in the State Parliament, at a time
when there has been, on the part of the
State Government, a dog-In-the-manger
attitude adopted in respect of moneys that
have been allocated from the national
Government for this vitally important
field of social expenditure.

Tonight I would be very Interested to
hear any one of the responsible Ministers
on the front bench deny that their Gov-
ernment departments have been circu-
larised, as a result of a Cabinet decision,
to refrain, deliberately and consciously,
from any action which will attribute credit
to the Australian Government for its
expenditure programmes.

Mr Harman: There are only four there.
Mr BRYCE: Yes, there are only four of

them present and not one of them has
denied that.

Mr Mensaros: There is no truth in that
at all. Your spies this time are wrong.
You should employ better spies.

Mr Harman: You should talk about
employing spies!

Mr Mensaros: We know all about it.
We know all about the People who go out
to your home and deliver things illegally.
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Mr BRYCE: That is the most ridiculous
statement I have ever heard In my life
and it has just been repeated by a man
who I thought had more integrity and
intelligence. I have Just heard the member
for Floreat, who has been elevated to the
Ministry and given an important position
in administration In this State, repeat the
most absurd and ridiculous statement that
has ever been made In this Parliament,
and supported by his guru here-the Min-
ister for Labour and Industry. That state-
ment was that some person illegally de-
livered documents to my home.

Point of Order
Mr ORAYDEN: Mr Speaker, on a point

of order, I must ask that that statement
be withdrawn. I have evidence-

The SPEAKER: Order!
Mr GRAYDflI: I have evidence that

the honourable member did have docu-
ments delivered to his Borne on nine
occasions and all I have to say Is that
what he has said is completely untrue.

The SPEAKER: Order! What is it that
the Minister wants withdrawn?

Mr ORAYDEN: I ask that the honour-
able member's statement be withdrawn,
because It is completely untrue. He has
made an issue of it, and I shall pursue it
further.

Mr BRYCE:, I would like to know the
words that have been recorded in Mansard
which I am supposed to withdraw.

Mr Grayden: You have it now and it Is
in your lap.

The SPEAKER: What are the words to
which you object, Mr Minister?

Mr GR.AYDEN: The words to which I
object are that I have, somewhere along
the line, made the statement that docu-
ments were delivered to the honourable
member's home. I am saying now that
documents were delivered to his home. I
have let him have it, but I have not per-
sisted with it.

Mr BRYCE: This has reached a point of
complete absurdity. I ask that the words
recorded In Hansard be repeated. Let us
be fair for once in the conduct of our
affairs in this Chamber. I ask that the
words that have allegedly been committed
to Mansard and which I am required to
withdraw be repeated.

The SPEAKER: Order! The member for
Ascot will resume his seat when I urn on
my feet. I ask Mansard to discover for
me the words at issue. in the meantime I
will leave the Chair until the ringing of the
bells.

Mr Grayden: That is in your lap!

Sitting suspended from 7.54 to 8.1Z p.m.

Speaker's Ruling
The SPEAKER: I have with me the

various remarks made by several members.
I think I had better touch on the first
part of the relevant section which was a
remark made by the Minister for Indus-
trial Development who said-

We know all about it. We know all
about the people who go out to your
home and deliver things illegally.

Order!£ I would be Pleased if you would
listen to mue in silence. The member tar
Ascot then said-

That is the most ridiculous state-
ment I have ever heard In my life and
It has just been repeated by a man
who I thought had more Integrity and
Inteligence. I have just heard the
member for Ploreat. who has been
elevated to the Ministry and given
an important position In administra-
tion in this State repeat the mast ab-
surd and ridiculous statement that
has ever been made in this Parliament,
and supported by his guru here-the
Minister for Labour and Industry.
That statement was that some person
illegally delivered documents to my
home.

Mr Bryce: Is that-

The SPEAKER: Order! The honourable
member will have his opportunity a little
later. At this juncture I took that as
something of a denial that this statement
was true. The Minister for Labour and
Industry then said-

Mr Speaker, I must ask that that
statement be withdrawn. I have evi-
deuce-

I then called for order. The Minister then
said-

I have evidence that the honourable
member did have documents delivered
to his home on nine occasions and all
I have to say is that what he has said
is completely untmue.

I do not intend to quote any further at
this stage. My interpretation of what
happened here is that there Is no reason
tar a withdrawal of the words, "That
statement was that that some person il-
legally delivered documents to my home."
It may be a denial of what the Minister
thinks to be true, or it may not be: but
no-one said, "This is a lie", and, with the
exception of one possible word everything
was done in a manner which conforms with
Standing Orders. The situation as I see it
Is that there is no need for a withdrawal.
There can be a difference of opinion, but
no necessity for a withdrawal.

Mr Orayden: There Is no difference of
opinion; it is an utter untruth.

The SPEAKER: Order!
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Mr BRYCE: On a Point of clarifcatIon
on something concerning me greatly-

The SPEAKER: YOU are speaking on a
point of clarification?

Mr BRYCE: If I have the right to make
this point with Hansard, I distinctly-

The SPEAKER: I will hear you on a
point of clarification.

Mr BRYCE: I think this is particularly
important. The point I laughed about
because of the entire absurdity of the situ-
ation was that the reference to chauffeur-
driven cars which I made myself is not
shown in the report-that documents
were delivered to my home in
chauffeur-driven cars. I used the words
"chauffeur-driven cars" because that was
the point of the absurdity of the perform-
ance previously.

Mr Laurance: You do not deny they
were delivered?

Mr BRYCE: I want those words recorded
in Mansard as a true and accurate record
of what I said about the complete absur-
dity of the remarks.

The SPEAKER: On the point of clarifi-
cation, I am afraid I must rise to my feet
again to try to put the matter into proper
perspective. The issue concerning the
words which may or may not have been
omitted is not one with which we are
dealing here at present. The issue at pre-
sent is whether or not the words-even
with what you say-should be withdrawn;
and I have ruled that they do not have to
be withdrawn. Will the member for Ascot
proceed?

Debate Resumed
Mr BRYCE: I would like to Indicate to

the Souse that the point that was at issue
prior to the short suspension of proceed-
ings was that this Government at every
conceivable opportunity has gone out of
its way-very deliberately and consciously
-to avoid credit being giveni to the
national Government. I repeat what I said
at an earlier stage; that is. that the
Governent has adopted an attitude of a
dog in a manger. It is a mealy-mouthed
attitude.

Members of the Government have delib-
erately and consciously set about the task
of denigrating every single constructive
thing the Australian Government has
achieved. They have set out deliberately to
detract from what the national Govern-
ment has done.

I was making those comments in the
context of my remarks about the amount
of revenue which will be spent on educa-
tion under this Budget. In my awn elec-
torate I have Personally attended the
opening Of numerous. library resource
centres and other facilities. The State
Ministers have appeared on the scene on
those occasions and deliberately have set
about the task of taking the kudos and

accepting the thanks for projects. which, in
many instances, were wholly financed by
the national Government.

Mr Sodeman: Were they conceived by
the State Government?

Mr BRYCE, Might I point out that in
many instances the allocation of money
by the national Government, particularly
to disadvantaged schools, was opposed by
the State Government. because initially it
did not approve of the concept of classi-
fying schools according to their degree of
disadvantage.

Mr Clarko: How do you do that? Do you
do it on the basis of the school itself, the
children, or the district as a whole?

Mr BRYCE: It is a combination of fac-
tors. There Is no easy or perfect method
to achieve it. As the honourable mem-
ber would well know, one of the systems
adopted was a socio-economic survey based
on the census information to ascertain all
available data concerning the children and
parents in the districts and the facilities in
the existing schools,

Mr Clarko: What about Applecross High
School? It has both ends of the spectrum.
What do you do there?

Mr BRYCE; So there is no easy path to
perfection. I am not suggesting there is.
but there are obvious pockets of poverty
and very obvious disadvantages In our
education system throughout the State.
Once the neglect that has been attached
to the provision of education facilities in
those areas for so long has been cleaned
up, I will be perfectly happy to see tech-
nical and scientific methods adopted to
treat other areas.

Mr Nanovich: Would you say more
funds were generated in the areas repre-
sented by Labor members?

Mr BRYCE: It is basic to Austra-
lian politics to expect that the areas
of the lowest socio-economic strata are
represented in general by Labor members.

Mr Nanovich: Are their needs greater?
Mr BRYCE: Generally much greater;

certainly in some speclalised areas.
Mvr Sibson: What about Carey Park?

That was a mistake.
Mr BRYCE. Is the honourable member

suggesting the special financial attention
given to Carey Park was a mistake?

Mr Blaikie: Why don't you make your
speech instead of asking questions?

Mr BRYCE: I want the member for
Eunbury to come out and say It.

Mr Sibson: Being a disadvantaged
school now Is not worth the little bit of
compensation that school receives.

Mr BRYCE: I am sure the people in
Carey Park in the honourable member's
electorate 'will be very well informed about
his opinions. Fart of Carey Park is In his
electorate.
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in the arguments advanced by members
opposite on numerous occasions when we
have argued that the programmes initiated
by the Federal Government are worthy of
praise and should be fairly recognised in
this place and other public forums we have
repeatedly heard, particularly from the
Minister for Local Government, phrases
such as, "But it is our money they are
spending." Very little cognisance has been
taken of the fact-

Mr Laurance: They spend it better-
you have told us that before.

Mr BRYCE: -that for generations the
Australian Government has been allocating
to this State from the national purse a
higher proportion of money by way of
revenue grants than the people of this
State have been contributing to the nation-
al purse. So a proportion of the money
which Is allocated to us In fact, In their
selfish terms, belongs to the people of New
South Wales and Victoria. I suggest It Is
rather a limiting argument to use that
particular form of denigration.

Mr Rushton: Look at the total scene.
Look at our exports. What do they do?

Mr BRYCE: It is a question of priori-
ties. We hear members opposite denigrat-
Ing the tremendous initiatives and advances
made In education by the Australian
national Government-the Labor Govern-
ment. They are not prepared to stand up
on any occasion and acknowledge some of
the wonderful things the Australian Gov-
ernment has done. They will deny the
achievements and say the Australian Gov-
ernment Is spending our money, but I
might point out that successive Liberal-
Country Party Governments at national
level refused year after year to allocate
money to education In the order which
those of us In the teaching profession and
other sections of the community were In-
sisting was necessary to establish an
educational enterprise which befitted a
country such as ours.

Mr Rushton: What about the bad things
of the Commonwealth Government? You
do not talk about them.

Mr BRYCE: I will come to that inter-
jection In turn. The point I am making is
that had the Liberal-Country Party Gov-
ernment been returned in 1972 the money
would not have been available in the sums
which have been made available for educa-
tion; there is nothing surer. So although
we hear members opposite, with that dog-
in-Whe-manger attitude, saying, "But it is
our money they are using"-

Mr Laurance: it was our country, too.
Mr Sodeman: What about the deficit?
Mr BHRYCE: -that money would not

have been spent In these very desirable
social fields.

Let me answer the member for Pilbara.
if his thinking Is so limited that he wants
to run away from a $2.5 billion or $2.8
billion deficit at the hands of the national

Government, I suggest he do a little bit
of reading-not the type of reading he had
obviously done when he made his speech
the other night and rewrote the political
philosophy books of this world. Perhaps
he should read something about the nat-
ional deficit financing which has been
employed by the major western countries
of the world for more than two decades
now. They have found it Is not possible
to maintain high levels of employment
and economic activity with balanced Bud-
gets. Balanced Budgets appeal to private
enterprise and individual industries, but
they went out with the horse and cart.
If the honourable member thinks that
particular deficit is something to be
ashamed of, he should rethink his econo-
mics.

Mr Sodernan: I have been doing my
reading, as the member for Ascot well
knows. The deficit will probably be a lot
more this year.

Mr BRYCE: So far as education and
other initiatives are concerned, there have
been tremendous advances. The last three
years will be seen In history as--

Mr Sodeman: A disaster for Australia.
Mr BRYCE: -the greatest watershed for

initiatives of all times.
Mr Sodeman: A disaster for Australia.
The SPEAKER: Order! Interjections

must not be made.
Mr BRYCE: We have all heard mem-

bers opposite and their cronies in the
Federal Parliament say, "We can't find
the money; the money simply isn't there;
It can't be done." We on this side of the
House know that for generations the eon-
servative forces in Australian Politics have
argued, "It can't be done:, it isn't possible;
the money isn't there." When Labor Gov-
ernents come into office they do it, they
find the money; and when conservative
Governments subsequently come back into
office they do not unscramble those great
schemes in social welfare, the whole range
of pensions, and educational initiatives.
Not one member on the other side will be
prepared to argue that this tremendous
magnitude of expenditure on education
should be discontinued. Not one of them
Is game enough to stand up and say. "This
is exactly how much should be pruned
from that expenditure." Not one is prepared
to stand up and say. "This is how much
less Western Australia should get next
year. " They are all very brave in general-
ised terms, saying there should be cut-
backs: but they are not prepared to be
specific.

We had an instance today where the
Premier, relating his argument to a specific
grant, did a complete cartwheel. In past
weeks he has been condemning the national
Government for its deficits and for its ex-
penditure programme, saying it is creating
inflation and doing the wrong thing by the
economic stability of this nation. Then
today he turned arounid and said the
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national Government was to be condemned
because it did not give us an extra $3
million for sewerage.

Sir Charles Court: That Is right.
Mr BRYCE: floes the Premier want to

have his cake and eat It, too? On one hand
he stands up on the hustings and deni-
grates the Australian Government. and
then he twists the logic inside out and says
it should have spent the money.

Several members interjected.
The SPEAKER: Order!I
Mr BRYCE: They can make their

speeches. I do not mind answering inter-
jections which are meaningful and Intel-
ligent. There is a comparative statistic
here-

Mr Sodeman: Do you remember your
Interjection last evening?

Mr BRYCE: -which will stick hard In
the craw of every member opposite when
he adopts this dog-In-the-manger attitude
and refuses to grant recognition to the
fantastic initiatives which have been taken
in the field of education by the Australian
overnmnent. Before the McMahon Govern-

ment went out of office, Its last Budget
allocated $375 million to the whole of edu-
cational enterprise throughout this coun-
try.

Mr Laurance: They were real dollars,
were they?

Mr BRYCE: This year the national
Government has allocated $1 900 million.

Mr Laurance: Monopoly money, that is
all it Is--thrown away.

Mr BRYCE: If the genius from Gascoyne
wants to pose the qualification that there
has been a specific rate of Inflation since,
we can take the rate of inflation into
consideration; and obviously the contrast
in real terns might not be quite so dia-
bolical, but still very significant.

Mr Sodeman: Who is arguing against the
extra money spent on education?

Mr Watt: You said you were talking
about the priorities of spending.

Mr BRYCE- We have heard the national
spokesman from the Political side of mem-
bers opposite argue that education, in line
with every other form of expenditure,
should be cut back.

Mr Clarko: You have just said expendi-
ture went from approximately $400 million
to $1 900 million in respect of education.
That Is excellent; we are pleased. However,
since your Government came to office
income tax has increased from $3 000 mil-
lion to $9 000 million,

Mr BR.YCE: Who is making this speech?
I do not mind the member for Karrinyup
inter~ecting, but If he wishes to make a
speech in the middle of my speech I think
that is most unfair.

Mr Clarko: It is $6 000 million extra.
The SPEAKER: Order! The member for

Ascot.

Mr BRYCE: The point on which I would
like to conclude In respect of the achieve-
ments of the national Government in
regard to education is this: There Is one
other specific initiative that was Imple-
mented, and members opposite are still
mealy-mouthed about recognising the
significance of it. For decades the Aus-
tralian Labor Party has advocated that If
It is good enough to provide primary edu-
cational opportunities and secondary
school opportunities free of charge, then
it is good enough to provide educational
opportunities at the tertiary level free of
charge. In other words, we have advocated
that fees should be abolished at that level.
For years, Malcolm Fraser as the Minister
for Education and Science, and other Tory
Ministers, said "We can't find the money;
it can',t be done": and when It was done
it cost the paltry sum of $90 million. I
point out that $90 million is a paltry sum
in the context of the national Budget.

Mr Shalders: The amount allocated for
sewerage Is paltry, too.

Mr Mclver: How much more do you
want?

Mr BRYCE: It is important that all the
while criticism has been levelled at the
national Government from the Premier of
this State right across the board to each
of his Ministers, who one after the other,
acting on good instructions, have knocked
the national Government in the areas of
their respective responsibilities, the educa-
tion policies of the Western Australian
Government have reached the stage where
they are in tatters about the ears of the
Government. Some of the most atrocious
promises that can never be Implemented
by the Court Government were made when
the Premier was on the hustings, and it Is
high time these facts were brought to the
attention of the people of this State.

Sir Charles Court: You are destroying
your own argument now.

Mr BRYCE: I propose for the sake of the
record to Incorporate in HanLsard several
paragraphs of the Premier's policy speech
relating to the education platform, so
that his policy will never be forgotten.
This document may be burnt by members
opposite; I suspect they have burnt the
copies in their possession. They would like
to hide it. Certainly they did not number
the pages so that we may refer to them.
Under the subheading of "Ne-school" we
find certain promises, and I Would like
members opposite to listen to and swallow
these words.

Mr Laurance. Don't tell us our policy.
tell us yours.

Mr BRYCE: Here goes.
Mr Laurance: We know our policy, tell

us yours.
The SPEAKER: Order!
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Mr BRYCE: Under the subheading 'Pre-
school" we find the following-

We believe every child has the right
to attend a pre-school centre or kinder-
garten.

Mr Laurance: We know that; tell us
something we don't know.

Mr BRYCE: It is hard for the member
opposite to take this:. 1 do not think he
wants me to record it in Hansar~d.

Mr Laurance: We wrote it, so we know
what is In It.

Mr BRYCE: Well, my friend, it is not
In Mansard.

Mr Clarko: Do you agree with it?
Mr BRYCE: I agree that some of It is

not too bad, but some of it Is ridiculous.
Several members Interjected,

The SPEAKER: Order! There is too
much of a running fire of interjections.
As members are aware. I do not mind the
odd interjection, but when there is a chain
reaction the House becomes disorderly. I
want members to watch their Interjections.
The member for Ascot.

Mr BRYCE:- It is Important for the
record, Mtr Speaker, that these things
should never be forgotten.

Mr Clarko: We are trying to help you.

Mr BRYCE: The policy of the Premier
continues--

We will encourage kindergarten
attendance on a non-compulsory basis
for all children.

The second point-and this one is price-
less-reads as follows--

We will co-operate with local
authorities to provide kindergarten
and pre school centre sites.

Sir Charles Court: That is right.

Mr BRYCE: The policy does not say
anything about political blackmail or
stand-over tactics: but I will come back
to that when I finish, because there Is
plenty of evidence to show the sort of
stand-over tactics the Government Is em-
ploying.

Mr O'Connor: The Federal Government.
Mr Laurance: Is that the Western Sun

you have there?
Mr BRYCE: No, it is the Sound Adver-

tiser. The policy continues--
We will introduce a per-capita State

assistance grant for the running costs
of every approved or permit-holding
pre school education centre.

Here comes the real lulu, and it Is under
the subheading "Primary schools". There
was no confusion about the first matter,
and no-one in this Chamber would suggest
that there was any confusion when we
were debating these Issues at election

time. The first point under this subhead-
Ing is as follows-

In primary schools-_
We will lower the admission age
to the year In which the child
turns five.

Mr Laurance: Hooray!

Mr BRYCE: The second point i--
We will accept admissions on a term

or half yearly basis, regarding the
first Year's Programme as being semi-
formal.

Mr Blaikle: That is our policy.
Mr BRYCE: The third point i--

We will transfer children from prl-
mary to secondary school at the end
of the year in which the child turns
eleven.

Mr Laurance: We are thinking about
that.

Mr BRYCE., The Premier is so embar-
rassed about that promise that he would
scarcely raise his head in a debate on
this matter.

Sir Charles Court: Oh!
Mr BRYCE: Is the Premier prepared to

declare to the House and make a Public
statement that he has not yet shelved
that promise?

Sir Charles Court: The Minister for Edu-
cation has made a number of statements
on these policy matters, and when he re-
turns we will make some more.

Mr BRYCE: "We will make some more":
this Is like the promise we had the .)ther
night when the membber for Mundaring
challenged the Premier In respect of Medi-
bank, and the Premier said he would give
the information.

Sir Charles Court: I tabled the docu-
ment.

Mr Laurance: Don't spoil your speech;
keep reading that policy.

Mr BRYCE: All right. Under the sub-
heading "Secondary education" we find
the following-

We believe secondary education
should lead naturally, in the final
year, to desired employment and/or
higher learning.

Mr Clarko: Do you agree with that?
Mr BRYCE: To continue-

To this end-
We will provide more opportunity
in the first four years of secondary
education for students to choose
vocationally oriented subjects.

Mr Clarko: Do you like that?
Mr BRYCE: The second point under

this subheading is as follows--
We will award the achievement cer-

tificate at the end of the fourth year,
but will keep this under review.
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Mr Laurance: A great policy.

Mr BRYCE", Sure It Is under review; In
fact, it Is under wraps! The third point
is as follows--

We will provide senior high school
students with a special tertiary pre-
paratory course, including Leaving and
Matriculation assessments-Initially by
external examination, but later per-
haps using an internal system.

Mr Clarko: Do you agree with that?)
Mr BRYCE: The fourth point is as fol-

lows--
We will extend secondary education

from five to six years on a voluntary
basis and encourage students to stay
longer. However, the existing com-
pulsory leaving age will not be in-
creased,

And the final point Is this--
We will limit student numbers to

1 000 for high schools covering years
one to four, and to 400 for senior
schools covering years five to six.

They are the essential parts of the Prem-
ier's policy speech to which I would like to
refer, because they are the parts of the pol-
icy which must be causing the Government
the greatest degree of embarrassment.

Mr Laurance: It has been lauded around
Australia as a brilliant education policy.

Mr Jamieson: By you, naturally.
Mr BRYCE: Let us see how brilliant

these policies are In terms of the manner
in which the Government has run right
away from them in hopeless embarrass-
ment. There are three particular points on
which the policy has proved embarrassing.
rhe first Is the promise under which the
age at which children enter school would
be reduced to the year in which they turn
five. Of course, quite a debate ensued
about that. However, that Is not occurring
now In respect of these funny things called
pre-primary centres.

Mr Clarko.: Are you against themi?
Mr BRYCE: The member for Sarrlnyup

should let me make a qualitative argument.
I am against the strong-arm tactics and
Political blackmail his Government Is us-
Ing-

Mr Watt: Don't talk about strong-arm
tactics.

Mr BRYCE: -to stand over parent com-
mittees of kindergartens and bluff them
Into handing over kindergartens to the
State system. I am sorry the Premier is
not here to hear me say that I am stag-
gered to see his Government indulging In
a form of natlonalisatlon, because In fact
the Court Government Is in a rather subtle
Fasion-in fact surreptitlously-natlonal-
IsIng the Private kindergartens of Western
Australia. Obviou-ty, I do not object
to State-owned kindergartens: mem-
bers opposite would find It strange If I did.

What I am suggesting is that when the
Premier was on the hustings and promised
to lower the age at which children would
enter school, he did not make any state-
ment whatsoever about forcing, compel-
ling, or blufhng kindergartens into being
handed over to the State system. There
was no talk about kindergartens in that
context; absolutely no talk at all.

Several members Interjected,

Mr BRYCE: Do not try to avoid the
Issue; face reality and be big enough to
admit that the Government made a
blunder. The Government could not afford
to build all the classrooms and to provide
all the teachers necessary to enable the
reduction of the age at which the children
of this State enter school; but It has not
been big enough to admit that It was
wrong. What it has done Is to cause un-
precedented confusion throughout the
State pre-school system,

I will not be so adamant as to say that
nio-one understands this matter, but the
vast majority of People in this State have
no understanding of what a pre-primary
centre Is, and how it is different from a
pre-school centre; nor do they have any
understanding of how the Government Is
going about getting the pre-school centres
transferred to its control. This is hap-
pening.

Mr Clarko: To allow children to have a
free place in pre-schooI centres.

Mr BRYCE: I will quote what the Mlin-
ister for Education said, and he was given
an opportunity to refute this but did not
do so. He was given the opportunity to
refute it in Parliament, but hie did not
take it. I believe it is important that
what the Minister is reported as saying
in the Sound Advertiser of the 22nd
October should be set down for the record:
and I emphasise again that he had the
opportunity to refute this statement.

Mr Shalders: He has qualified that, and
you know It.

Mr BRYCE: The heading is, "Wamnbro
to get new pre-primary".

Mr Blaikie: I notice that You waited
until he left the country before you
brought this up.

Mr BRYCE: Can I help it if the Pre-
mier brings on the Budget debate now?
The article states--

A PEE-PRIARY school centre is to
be built at Warnbro.

The Minister for Education, Mr
MacKinnon, advised Rockingham
Shin Council last week that a double
un4t pre-primary centre will be built
on the same site as the Warnbro
P-1-ary School.

-^two-room centre will be capable
M~ .'.!terjng for 30 children in the

n'"T and 50 in the afternioon.
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Here Is the crunch-

The $72,000 centre will go ahead,
providing the three kindergartens In
the area-Rockingham Beach, Rock-
ingham Park and Safety Bay-agree
to incorporate with the Education
Department,

If the three existing kindergartens did not
agree to be taken over, the Minister was
not Prepared to provide this new pre-
primary centre.

Mr Shalders: Are not those allegations
made by the member for Rocklngham?

Mr BRYCE: For the sake of tidiness
in Hansard I will answer that after I
finish this article. It continues--

Rockingham Shire Council has given
its approval to the scheme.

The shire is to Provide parking areas,
fencing and grassing, which Is expected
to cost a total of $0 500.

Here is the next crunch-
The kindergartens In the area have

been asked to help Provide equipment
for the centre.

What an absurd situation. Nothing like
this was explained to the people of Western
Australia when the Premier was on the
hustings. I reiterate that these comments
were drawn to the attention of the Min-
ister for Education by way of a question
asked by the member for Rockingham.
However, the Minister did not deny them
and gave In effect a "No comment" answer.

Mr Shalders: You are reading that as
though It Is what the Minister said, and
they are really allegations made by the
member for Rockingham.

Mr BRYCE: The Minister was given
the opportunity to say. "That Is not a
fact." He was given the opportunity to
say, "That Is wrong; this Is what I meant."
If the Minister will come out and deny
this, I will be perfectly happy to retract
what I have said; but I should add at this
stage that It is now common knowledge
that representatives of the Education De-
partment are visiting local governing bodies
throughout the State seeking the oppor-
tunity to hold meetings with parents' com-
mittees In charge or in control of kinder-
gartens with a view to selling them the
line that they should hand over their
kindergartens to the State Education De-
partment.

That was never mentioned as an election
promise. If somebody can disagree that
this represents strong-arm tactics or poli-
tical blackmail I would be interested to
hear him or her do so because I believe
that is what It is. The Government virtu-
ally Is Saying. "You can have one of these
brand-new pre-primnary centres as long as
You agree to hand over Your existing
kindergartens to us so that we can go one
step further In trying to Implement our
Impossible election policy.",

The seriousness of this situation is that
the Government is adopting a retrograde
policy in seeking to take over the commun-
ity-controlled kindergartens throughout
this State. If the Government wants to
build its own kindergartens and develop a
dual system, such as they have in New
South Wales, I would have no objection
whatsoever. But let the Government be
honest with the People; let It provide the
money and go ahead and build a system
of State-built, State-run kindergartens.
Why be deceitful: why come In through
the back door?

Mr Clarko: It is not being deceitful.
The kindergartens have a free choice as to
whether or not they come into the scheme.
You are distorting the entire story.

Mr BRYCE: I am not distorting the
situation because this has happened In my
electorate and in the electorate of the
member for Karrinyup. There Is an argu-
ment here of considerable educational
importance. At a time when the entire
Western world is looking at the import-
ance of a higher degree of community in-
volvement in educational centres and in-
stitutions, we have a situation where this
State Government Is depriving the people
of such Involvement, where the kinder-
gartens are taken away from the parent
groups.

Mr Clarko: They are not taken away.
That is a lie!

Mr BRYCE: They are being handed
over to the control of the education system.

Mr Clarko: But they are not being
taken away.

Mr BRYCE: The honourable member is
being less than straight. He often talks
about the octopus in Canberra which is
trying to take over the country. But if he
looked across the road he would see the
very same type of octopus spreading Its
tentacles across the State, drawing educa-
tion In under a completely centralised
system. Where these local kindergarten
authorities are being urged and coerced-

Mr Clarko: Yes, urged but not coerced.
Mr BRYCE: There are examples of

coercion, and where this is happening It
is a backward step for education. At a
time when educational authorities are
advocating greater parent and community
participation In education, we have a State
Government going in a backward direc-
tion.

Mr Young: What do you think when a
kindergarten group voluntarily sits down
and decides to become part of the system.
and the local authority goes along with
it? Would You deny that group the right
to make their choice?

Mr BRYCE: They are probably good
members of the Liberal Party.

Mr Young: When they make their
choice with no coercion whatsoever?
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Mr BRYCE: I have seen it happen In
my electorate. There Is one misguided
group, and that is exactly what happened.

Mr Young: Do you think the people who
handed over the Innaloo kindergarten were
Liberal voters? Do not be ridiculous. Why
do you not go out and talk to some of the
people you are supposed to represent?

Mr BRYCE: Basically. I bave no real
objection If parents make the choice volun-
tarily.

Mr Young: That Is good, because most
of them make their own choice.

Mr BRYCE: But only where it Is a
meeting of the community, not a little
exclusive group.

Mr Young: Everyone Is invited.
Mr BRYCE: When the honourable

member says "everyone", who does he
mean?

Mr Young: Everyone who wants to come
along and who Is prepared to came along
is welcome at the meeting.

Mr BRYCE: In other words, It would
be a public meeting called with the local
governing body, so that the community has
a say. I would have no objection In that
case.

Mr Young: But what about the Kinder-
garten Association?

Mr BRYCE: I have seen kindergarten
committee after kindergarten committee
and I know exactly how they are con-
trolled and operated.

Mr Clarko: Have you ever helped set
up a kindergarten?

Mr BRYCE: As a matter of fact. I have
-quite a number of them.

Mr Clarko: Not as many as I.
Mr B3RYCE: I am suggesting to mem-

bers opposite that if a small group wishes
to hand aver a kindergarten to the Govern-
ment, I am opposed to It. I believe the
community, of which that small group is
a part, should make the decision.

Mr Young: That is goad; we have it
in Hansard now.

Mr Clarke: Do you want the local Labor
Party to make the decision? What about
the Reverend Keith Wilson going around
putting forward his very unbiased point
of view?

Mr BRYCE: So much for the shambles
relating to the argument-

Mr Young: Why do you not pursue that
Interjection relating to the Reverend Keith
Wilson?

The SPEAKER: order!
Mr ERYCE; Because probably I would

be making the collective speeches of mem-
bers apposite Instead of my own; I do not
intend to pursue that course.

Mr Clarko: This is part of his campaign.

The SPEAKER: Order!
Mr BRYCE: So much for the shambles

of a policy espoused by the Premier which
seeks to admit five-year-alds into the
school system.

Mr Clarko: There are many more child-
ren in kindergartens because of that policy.

Mr BRYCE: The Premier's Policy was a
bad one, because It simply cannot be done.

Mr Clarko: More young children will miss
kindergarten If your policy Is adopted.

Mr BRYCE" The Premier promised to
change the point of articulation between
primary and secondary schools, so that 12-
year-olds would transfer to secondary
schools.

The SPEAKER, The honourable mem-
ber has four minutes remaining,

Mr BRYCE., That promise was a monu-
mental hoax. In the first Instance, If the
Premier thought It was going to be
accepted, he was wrong: the Premier knows
It was a complete failure, as does every
other member In this Chamber. The
Government has had to back off from that
promise. I give the Premier the oppor-
tunity to say now whether the Govern-
ment still proposes to go ahead with that
promise he put to the people in 1974.

Mr Clarko: Every child in Victoria does
It, and it is eminently successful. Every
child In the United Kingdom and most
children in the United States also do it.

Mr BRYCE: I am not talking about
Victoria: I am giving the Premier the
chance to reply to my question.

Sir Charles Court: If you will just hold
your peace for a moment, I will tell you.

Mr BRYCE: As I am In the middle of
my speech, I will place a time limit of 30
seconds on the Premier.

Sir Charles Court: I can tell you that
the Minister and the Government will be
making a complete statement on the whole
of our policy document, and you will get
some surprises.

Mr BRYCE: we are waiting for that
just as assuredly as we are waiting for
Christmas, because we have heard that
sort of promise before when the Premier
has been in trouble, and It amounted to
nothing.

There is. one other promise in respect
of education which the Government has
had to shelve. it has put It in wraps and
is running away from it. I refer to the
Government's promise to build high
schools to cater for students from years
one to four, with a maximum enrolment
of 1 000 students. In addition to that, the
Government Proposed to create a sixth
yeatr of education, and we would have
these senior high schools or matriculation
schools--one can call them what one likes
-with a maximum enrolment of 400 stu-
dents. That was a very imaginative policy
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1promise, but obviously nobody did his
homework.

I say quite deliberately that that repre-
sented a first-class act of political decep-
tion. That promise would have cost the
State Government millions and millions
of dollars at a time when It says It does
not have even $3.8 million to keep 300
sewerage workers employed. I understand
the proposal would cost anywhere from
$50 million to $75 million-probably once
It has all been costed it would come to
$100 million-to establish.

Mr Clarko: That Is Dreamntime.
Mr BRYCE: That Promise Is a sham.

I have referred now to the three Particu-
lar points on which the Premier went to
the people of this State over 18 months
ago, and which constituted the cornerstone
of the Premier's election policy.

Mr Sodeman: Do you intend to delete
the Interjections before You distribute this
speech In your electorate?

Mr BRYCE: The Premier must be com-
pletely and utterly embarrassed that be
made these promises-

Mr Sodeman: What is your alternative?
Mr BRYCE: -when he knew full well

he could not Implement them.

MR BLAIKE (Vasse) [8.54 p.m.]: I
wish to make some comments In relation
to the Budget. From the outset, the re-
action to the Budget in my electorate has
been a most favourable one; it will provide
for a wide range Of activities and projects
and recognises the particular requirements
of the people of a State as large as Western
Australia. I am particularly, pleased to
note that country people are sympathetic-
ally considered in the Premier's Budget.

I should like to refer to some fairly small
Items contained in the Budget. One, of
course. Is the consideration given by the
Government to zone development commit-
tees. A number of such committees are
operating In Western Australia and are
performing an Important function, but up)
to date they have been run on a rather
ad hoc voluntary basis without the help
of secretarial services. The Government's
annual grant Of $3 000 to help committees
meet administrative costs will be of great
assistance In helping them to cover the
range of services they provide.

Another Item Is the establishment of an
Inventors' assistance fund, which Is a first
for Western Australia. I know of several
People who are Inventors: it is their life
and is the destiny they have chosen. I
believe the Government has shown a con-
sideration for the little People and for the
people who can make a real contribution to
the growth of this State.

In my opinion the Budget will provide
assistance in a way which will make tre-
mendous contributions to the respective
fields. I Instance the grant of up to $2 000
to be made available to voluntary water

rescue services. This is a most Commend-
able move; when one looks at the miles
of coastline of Western Australia one can
appreciate that such finance is timely. ]In
fact. I believe It could have been provided
before today. However, I believe it shows
the compassion and consideration of this
Government. These are only the little
things but they will help many people who
are providing services already in rather
limited circumstances.

The member for Ascot left us with a
rather horrific tirade about the Govern-
ment's education policy. I would be remniss
If I did not relate to this House how the
Government's education Policy has affected
my electorate. I can speak with some
experience of the Government's policy re-
garding pre-primary centres. Members may
be aware that the West Busseiton Centre
was one of the first to be established.

Members of the Opposition were very
much aware of this development because
they had one of their spies down at the
school asking all sorts of questions of the
teachers and parents concerned which
apparently were Intended to embarrass the
Government; however, it was to no avail
because the Centre is working to the ex-
treme satisfaction of the parents and the
teachers and, from my observation, of the
children as well.

Mr Davies: Was it a brand-new Centre?
Mr BLAIKIE: Yes, and it is working

extremely well. But I repeat that one of
the honourable member's colleagues spent
some time at the Centre apparently intent
on collecting information which could be
used as some sort of evidence to embarrass
the Government. He hoped to uncover
evidence that the school was not working
satisfactorily, but he failed dismally.

Mr Davies: Remember what you said
about community health centres.

Mr BLAIKIE: I am Pleased the member
for Victoria Park alluded to community
health centres because I have discussed
this matter In the House and have opposed
the establishment of such centres. How-
ever, my opposition related to my elector-
ate; I believed that new hospital facilities
were required before community health
centres.

In the Budget papers that have been
presented to this House It can be seen that
the Government recognises the need to
commence the construction of a new hos-
pital at Busselton.

Mr Davies: It should have commenced
it last year. The plans had been drawn up.

Mr BLADKIE: The honourable member
knows that is totally incorrect.

Mr Davies: It should have done that
last year. This depends on the priority
given.

Mr BLAIETE: The priority has now been
given. The honourable member and I know
that the plans had not been completed



when the present Opposition left office. At
one time I thought the honourable mem-
ber was a promising Minister, but I found
that for three years he did nothing but
make promises. In fact, he gave nothing.
So much for Promising Promises which
were very hollow! The whole hospital
project was well within his sight when he
was Minister. At least at the present time
compassion and consideration have been
shown by the present Government, and the
people of my district are most appreciative
at the priority that has now been given to
this project.

Mr Davies: Twelve months later than It
should have been given.

Mr BLAIKI: The honourable member
had three years in office. If his Govern-
ment had remained in office for another
three years I am sure he would not have
done anything about this hospital project.
I have always known the honourable mem-
ber was elusive, but tonight he takes the
cake in displaying elusiveness.

In September last in the grievance de-
bate I spoke about the mineral sands
industry. This matter was drawn to my
attention again today when the Leader of
the Opposition referred to the profit made
by Westralian Sands. Ile said It made an
additional profit of something like $190 000,
and that was up to the 30th June, 1975.

In the grievance debate in September I
outlined the real Problems the mining
companies were experiencing in the Capel
mineral field, and those problems related
to the difficulties created by the former
Federal Minister for Minerals and Energy.
in his refusal to grant export licenses.

It is as well for members opposite to
listen again to the agony that the action
of the Federal Minister caused. As a result
I hope members opposite will have some
dialogue with their Federal colleagues to
solve this problem. In the debate in Sep-
tember I said there had been retrenchment
of employees in the industry, and more
were to be retrenched.

At page 2731 of the current Mansard
I amn recorded as saying-

In excess of one million tons of
mineral sands have been exported
through Sunbury In the last 12 months,
and if Mr Connor continues the Nelson
treatment with this industry he will
wreck it. The policies and frustrations
over export licenses and the develop-
ment of new mineral projects are in
my opinion a considered and deliberate
attack on Western Australian mineral
sand producers and unless they are
changed I believe they will lead to a.
further scaling down of the operation
and further retrenchment of employ-
ees.

Mr H. D. Evans: Will you give us an
idea of the world price of minerals? If
you do. that would give us a slightly
different aspect.

Mr BLAEIE: That remark Indicates the
abysmal lack of knowledge of the member
for Warren of the problems which the
mineral sands Industry at Cape! faces.
Today the situation is that another 37
employees have been given a week's notice,
and another 20 in the contracting sector
of the industry have also been given notice
of retrenchment.

I wish to stress to members opposite
that it is the policy of the Federal Govern-
ment which is preventing the mining com-
panies operating In the Capel mineral field
from selling their products. Members
opposite should refer to what I said in the
grievance debate on the 10th September
last. Today we find the same situation
exists. Unless the mining companies sell
the mineral sands products at the price
determined by the Minister for Minerals
and Energy they are not able to get
an export license. The price determined
by the Federal Minister has no bearing
on the world parity price.

The Federal Minister has said to the
mining companies at Cape] that they will
not get a license unless they can sell their
product at $200 per ton. However, the
world Parity price is around $100 per ton.
The companies are not permitted to sell
at a price below $200, and that Is where
the tragedy occurs.

Unless there is a change of policy on the
part of the Federal Government I give
notice to members that there will be a
further scaling down of operations in the
Capel mineral field, and in the end there
will be a total closure of the industry. The
position is as serious as that.

Mr Sibson: What about the companies
operating at Eneabba?

Mr BLAIKIE: The companies at Eneabba
operate under a different set of circum-
stances, but I have no doubt the policy of
the Federal Government also affects the
mining companies In the Eneabba field.

Sir Charles Court: One of the problems
is that the Commonwealth Government
has completely misinterpreted the type of
product from the Capel field.

Mr BLAIKIE: I thank the Premier for
bringing that point forward. I clearly
mentioned that aspect in my speech on
the 10th September last. The zircon pro-
duced at Capel is used in the refractory
industry. If the end users of the product
cannot purchase this zircon from the com-
panies here, they will obtain it from other
sources. If that is done complete devasta-
tion will be caused within the Industry
producing this grade of zircon in Western
Australia.

Mr Davies: How has the Commonwealth
Government misinterpreted the product?

Mr ELAIE: I suggest the honourable
member read my speech of the 10th Sep-
tember. The zircon mined In the Eastern
States is of a higher grade, and this type
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of zircon is used in the ceramic Industry.
This grade of zircon attracts a higher price
on the world market.

Sir Charles Court: The Commonwealth
Government is trying to insist that we must
obtain the same price for a lower grade
product.

Mr BLAflCIE: That is the crux of the
matter. The Commonwealth Government
has said that we have to sell our low grade
product at the same price paid for the high
grade product mined In the Eastern States.
That is absolutely impossible. Unless some
common sense prevails, there could be a
complete closure of the Cape] mineral field.

I have spoken about the unemployment
situation in Capel; and now I want to deal
with what I consider to be a completely
farcical and unsatisfactory situation. I
refer to the payment of unemployment
benefits. This matter Is proving to be a
scourge to the nation.

Members are well aware of the very high
rate of unemployment that exists. I put
the unemployed into two categories. The
first comprises those who are genuine job
seekers, and who wish to obtain some
form of gainful employment. These are the
people who have some principle and
decency.

As against that group we have in the
next category the professional dole seekers.
What frightens me is that we have a grow-
Ing number of dole seekers in this country.
In fact, they are rather professional In their
approach, because they adopt this attitude,
"Why should we work when the Govern-
ment can look after us?" This is a fairly
attractive style of life to some 16 and 17-
year-old persons and others of a slightly
higher age.

If people in this age category obtain ap-
prenticeships they receive something like
$25 to $30 per week. Out of that they have
to provide everything for themselves. As
against that in the ease of those who are
unemployed Big Brother or the Federal
Government will look after them, and pay
them $36 each per week with additional
perks, without too many questions asked.
If one Is smart enough the Questions can
be, and are, sidestepped.

In the same vein, there must be an in-
creasing number of people who find it
more attractive to continue into higher
education when they receive $1 500 plus
per year. I have no argument against
this, but I am starting to question why I
should continue to pay for this higher ed-
ucation. The cost involved is becoming an
increasing burden on the community. When
the students complete higher education,
many do not intend to get into the normal
stream of life and seek some gainful form
of employment.

We are creating a situation where the
people are not given an incentive to work,
or the Incentive is reduced. There is more
incentive to people to Join the Increasing
army of bludgers. I say again that the
astute People can Qualify for social service

benefits, but the genuine job seekers are
finding It fairly difficult. The reason is
that the latter-have some degree of pride.

I wish to give an example of what hap-
pens. Let us take the case of a young
unmarried mother who has one child. She
Is able to obtain a State Housing Commis-
sion home at a reduced rental, and further-
more her boy friend may visit her as and
when required.

Mr Davies: What do you mean by as and
when required?

Mr BLAnCKIE: I will tell the honourable
member what I mean. I am very serious
about this matter.

Mr Davies: You are beating a popular
drum.

Mr BLAflE: I am not beating a popu-
lar drum.

Mr Davies: The Australian Government
recently cancelled social service payments
to about 3 000 in this State.

Mr BLAIRlE: I thought the Govern-
ment ought to have cancelled more, and It
should look more closely into the position.

Mr Davies: I hope you have reported the
cases you know of.

Mr BLAIKIE: I have reported every case
I have known.

Mr H. D. Evans: How many have You
reported-one?

Mr ELAI=l: Let me deal with the
position of a young married couple, as
compared with that of the young un-
married mother I have mentioned.

Mr Skidm ore: What about the young
unmarried mother you were mentioning?

Mr BLAKE: I have finished with the
case of the young unmarried mother. I have
said that she is able t. obtain a reduction
in rental, and assistance for education.

Mr navies: Does the Government finance
her gentleman friend?

Mr ELAInIE: Yes, in certain instances.
I shall now deal with the situation of a
young married couple in their early 20s.
First of all, this couple do not qualify for a
State Housing home. If the couple have
no children there is no way by which the
Minister for Housing can provide them with
a home.

Mr Davies: They can be provided on a
walt-turn basis.

Mr BLAnCIE: Provided there are no
applicants with families in front of them
on the waiting list.

Mr Jamieson: On a purchase home basis
they can obtain a house.

Mr BLAIKIE: That is the sort of situa-
tion we see arising. The young married
couple receive no rent reduction, because
they are not dependent on the Govern-
ment or on social welfare. In view of the
wages they receive they have to pay their
way. What some People are beginning to
realise Is that there is no point In getting



4192 ASSEMBLY]

married. They seem to think they would
be better off not being married, when they
can live off the welfare State.

I believe it is necessary for the criteria
to be tightened to the extent that the
genuine and needy receive assistance. Be-
yond the metropolitan area there is need
for a change In administration, because
in country areas social service benefits
could be best administered by local autho-
rities. I say that, because in country
areas the local authorities would be in
closer contact with, and be better able
to identify, the applicants when they make
application for social welfare payments.

Out of all this I believe social security
payments to able bodied persons should
be given only on a work-for-value basis.
Whether this be work on a community Pro-
ject or on any other type of project could
be determined. If the Government Pays
an unemployed person $36 per week I do
not believe It will create any hardshi for
that person to work for at least two days a
week, so as to give some value for the
money he receives from the Government.

As I said, I believe this is becoming a
scourge on this nation. The policy of the
Federal Government is increasing the rate
of benevolence, and Is causing an Increase
In the number of People dependent on the
handouts by the Government. Surely we
can get back to the old adage of "an hon-
est day's work for an honest day's Pay".
The quickest way to overcome the present
inflationary situation is for the community
at large to work for It.

Mr Skidmore: Are you saying that the
workers do not give an honest day's work?

Mr BLAIKlE: I am talking about social
benefits. I am saying that the community
at large can help to overcome the infla-
tionary situation, to a large degree, by
working its way out. When I say "work",
that is what I mean. As a taxpayer, I
object to the fact that my money Is paid
to those people who have no intention of
actually working in any capacity.

Mr Jamnieson: As a rural producer, have
you ever studied a beehive?

Mr BLAIKIE: There is one other aspect
to which I wish to refer, and this Is of
parochial Interest to me. I refer to tour-
Ism. In my particular area we have a
rare link with nature.

The SPEAKER: Order!
Mr BLAIflE: This applies particularly

in the YallinguP-Augusta area.
The SPEAKER: Order!
Mr BLAnIET: I was rather surprised

some few weeks ago when one of the most
revered gentlemen in this Mouse showed
me a letter wherein a speleologist expressed
concern at the damage done to some of
the cave systems in the south-west, in
particular in the Yallingup-Augusta area.

On researching this matter-although I
have lived In the area all of my 111 e-I was
rather surprised to find that Where are
some 200 easily accessible caves within a
40-mile stretch of the country. In the
early 1900s some 30 of the caves were
fully developed for tourism, but over the
Years many of them have gone into disre-
Pair and the structures providing access
have collapsed. Probably only 10 caves
are accessible to the public today.

The 10 caves to which I have referred
are protected to a degree. They have a
form of protection by way of gates and
some of them are controlled by the local
tourist authorities. The situation Is that
within my area the four caves which are
open for public Inspection were visited by
some 85 000 tourists during the last fin-
ancial year. The tourists are increasing at
the rate of 15 per cent each year.

Concern was expressed that Inadequate
protection was provided for the other caves
In the area. I refer to protection against
damage and vandalism. On investigating
the controls and penalties applying to caves
I found that the maximum penalty for
removing or damaging any of the artifacts
In a cave is $40. That penalty was brought
down In 1922, so I think It Is long over-
due for revision.

After speaking further with the speleo-
logical groups I have been advised that
some pilfering has occurred. However, the
speleological groups are concerned because
of the accessibility of the caves In the area.
They are worried that people who are pot-
holing, or exploring, will suffer personal
Injury, or loss of life. Hence, this matter
was brought to my attention.

Mr H. D. Evans Is there a ranger or
anyone else In the area to look after the
caves?

Mr BLAIKUE: That is what I am com-
Ing to. I found It extremely difficult
actually to track down or find out who
controlled the caves. The best I could find
out was that the caves systems are vested
in a number of bodies. They are situated
on "A"-class reserves which, in turn, 'ire
controlled by the Lands Department.
Some of those reserves are In the State
forests and some are vested in other bodies.
They include the Busselton Tourist Bureau,
the National Parks Board, the Augusta-
Margaret River Shire, and the Augusta-
Margaret River Tourist Bureau. For
example, the Crystal Cave Is under the
control of the Western Australian Museum,
under the provisions of the Parks and Re-
serves Act, and the Jewel Cave Is vested
in the Augusta-Margaret River Tourist
Bureau.

So It can be seen we have a hotchpotch
arrangement. The basic control of the
caves which are not vested are under the
Lands Department. The member for War-
ren might be able to advise mec to the
contrary, but to the best of my knowledge
the Lands Department has virtually no
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machinery for the Implementation of the
regulations controlling caves. I know an
officer Is stationed in my home town but
he has to cover probably a quarter of
Western Australia and I do not think
really he has time to look at the caves
area.

Mr H. D. Evans: That officer would not
be involved In reserves,

Mr BLAIRIE: I thank the member for
Warren for his assistance. I did not think
he would be involved in the control of cave
reserves. Although the caves systems are
covered by regulations and penalties, there
Is no effective Government or statutory
body to carry out the functions of pro-
tecting and controlling those caves which
are not vested.

I believe it Is necessary for officers from
the Lands Department, the Mines Depart-
ment speleological groups and local govern-
lug authorities--and the tourist bureau

and other interested agencies-to meet and
formulate guidelines for future protection
and control. It is essential that an early
start be made to Institute some sort of
control measures and, in fact, to evaluate
and assess the potential of the 200 caves in
the area.

Apart from the natural phenomenon of
the caves, they are a unique formation and
the most Important tourist attraction in
the area. We hear so much talk about the
objective moves of the Governiment in the
field of conservation and the environment,
but this is an area which has yet to be
brought to the attention of the Govern-
ment. I was rather staggered by the advice
I was given some three weeks ago.

I will certainly be approaching the ap-
propriate Ministers in order to bring about
an early meeting of all the departments
concerned. Unless Some form of protection
Is provided quickly millions of years of
nature's work could be destroyed overnight.
It Is essential that the Government take
heed of the question I have raised and
expedite moves In the direction I have
recommended. With those words, I sup-
port the Budget.

MR DAVIES (Victoria Park) (9.25
p.m.): One of the difficulties in trying to
decide on which subject to speak, when
discussing the Appropriation Bill (Consoli-
dated Revenue Fund), is not knowing
exactly when one will be able to speak. I
have been waiting for a run on the rails
for something like a week or more and in
my run now I am sure the 45 minutes
allowed me will not be sufficient to out-
line all the items I have in mind.

First of all, I want to draw attention to
a demonstration we had in this House
some few weeks ago when the water supply
workers came here to see what was going
on. I think it was about the time the
Estimates and the Budget were introduced.
Those people expressed their opinon of the
then position, and the position as it Still is.

I know that you, Mr Bpeaker, were Con-
cerned-and with some Justification. I
think-because we expect people in the
Gallery to maintain the decorum of
Parliament. However, it was probably the
best staged and best managed demon-
stration I have yet seen. I think the union
is to be congratulated because it got Its
point over very well and then Its members
left In a most orderly manner. When that
demonstration is compared with the dis-
graceful demonstration staged by the
farmers In Forrest Place in 1974, it can be
seen that the Premier is dealing with a.
different calibre of person from the calibre
of those we were trying to deal with on the
occasion in Forrest Place.

The demonstration in this House was
most effective. I know It could have in-
curred your wrath, Mr Speaker, but as I
have said I think the workers are to be
congratulated for the manner In which
they expressed themselves and the manner
in which they staged their demonstration.

Mr Rushton: I understand a consider-
able number of those people in the gallery
did not belong to the Water Supply
Workers Union.

Mr DAVE: What is the Minister
yapping about? He Is chirping away like a
chicken picking up wheat.

Mr Rushton: It seems you need a little
pill to clean out your liver.

Mr DAVIES: Earlier someone likened a,
member in this place to Himmler, and
from some of the things which are going
on tonight I think he may have been right.

There are several other matters to which
I want to draw attention. One Is the recent
outburst by the member for Scarborough
who, unfortunately, is not in his seat. He
seemed to think it wrong for members to
take it upon themselves to ask questions.
It has been a time-honoured procedure in
this House that members should have the
right to seek from Government depart-
ments information which they want in the
course of their work.

I do not ask a great number of ques-
tions but if I were requested to do so I
would be happy to detail the reason for
each and every question I have asked.
Any member who has paid any attention
to my questions will realise that the in-
formation I have received has been used.

The member for Scarborough suggested
It would be far better if members got in
touch with the departments and asked for
the information they were seeking. How-
ever, I think that would be a much more
expensive operation than the system of
asking questions. Indeed, if any member
opposite has ever had to hang on at the
end of a phone for half an hour in an
attempt to get through to a department, or
has had to wait for information to come
back from a Government officer he would
realise that the system of parliamentary
questions is a very cheap system indeed.
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We are aware that the Premier's office is
very guilty when It comes to dealing with
replies to letters. I have raised several
matters with the Premier. One, in par-
ticular, has been awaiting a reply for
some weeks. I thought I would have re-
ceived an acknowledgment. The Premier
made a special note of my request on one
occasion but I never heard anything more
about it. Earlier this year I sent a follow-
up letter to the Premier's Department but
the department had to telephone me and
ask where the original letter was.

My time Is too valuable to bang around
waiting for information from inefficient
clerks. I can obtain the same Infornation
merely by asking a question. When we
asked how the cost of answering questions
was calculated, we were referred to the
answer to question I in the Legislative
Council of Tuesday, the 22nd April. We
find in this answer probably the most
amazing pieces of information ever given
in an answer. The answer does not deal
with the question asked. We asked how
the calculation was made, and in the
answer we see phrases such as "it is
estimated", "it Is believed", and "this is
how we feel the position to be".

We find that the costs are given in two
ways. There is the average weekly cost
of parliamentary questions under each
portfolio. We then see the hours spent
weekly by the chief executive officers of
various departments. Either some depart-
ments are much more effcient than others,
or the calculations are very rough. The
Information given just does not gel, To
suggest, for instance, that the chief execu-
tive officer of the Departments of Trans-
port, Police, Traffic, and Traffic Safety,
spent 25 hours each week on questions is
laughable. Parliament sits only three days
a week during the session, so questions
must be answered on only three days a
week. Here we see that this one officer
spends 25 hours a week answering ques-
tions. If we compare this figure with the
figure given for other departments, we are
left with the conclusion that the figures
are very rough indeed.

Mr O'Connor: And it was a pretty rough
question to ask, do you not agree?

Mr DAVIES: No, I do not. Most of the
questions asked are fairly straightforward.
When dealing with this matter, the Minis-
ter suggested it would be easy for mem-
bers to go through the various reports to
obtain the material themselves. The fact
is that Ministers and departmental officers
do not spend a great deal of time answer-
Ing questions-they spend it working out
how they can dodge answering questions.
One does not work on the answers one
gets, but on the answers one does not get.
The matter of real concern to us is the
manner in which the answers are weighted.

To suggest that the chief executive
officers of these departments are answer-
ing Questions 25 hours a week-that Is,
more than three eight-hour working days
-is unbelievable. I believe the whole
matter was raised in an endeavour to stop
members asking questions. As far as I
am concerned, this will never happen be-
cause I do not have the time, and neither
does my secretary to hang onto a tele-
phone for hours-perhaps being treated
courteously or otherwise-only to find out
that the information is not available. If
we ask a question in the House, we can
'write it out on a piece of Paper, hand it in
to the Clerk who sees that it is typed, and
the answer Is supplied by the department
concerned. The reply is back again the
next day.

When I was a Minister, I did not spend
hours answering questions. Perhaps I
would spend half an hour a sitting day
answering questions. I would arrive at
iDy office about 8.30 or 9.00 am., and
usually I would find that the answers
wvere supplied.

Mr Coyne: Your Government did not
get anywhere near as many questions as
ours does.

Mr DAVIES: The number of questions
asked can be checked.

Mr O'Connor: There have been more
this year than ever.

Mr DAVIES: The matter is quite
straightforward. If the Government wants
me to detail my reasons for every question
I have asked, I will be quite happy to do
so. I hope we never reach the situation
where further Intimidation is used In an
endeavour to stop members asking ques-
tions. I hope also that some of the Gov-
ernment departments which have a great
deal of outstanding correspondence, will
look through their files and reply to our
letters, and that includes the Premier's
Department.

To return to the Public Service, I will
deal firstly with some matters relating to
staffing arrangements. I could talk
generally on the Budget and say that I
could describe It as a "nothing" Budget,
because there are no brave new ventures
in it.

Mr Clarko: There Is nothing wrong with
it.

Mr DAVIES: There Is plenty wrong with
it, including some new taxing measures.
There are some areas where I would rather
see money spent than those to which the
Budget refers, but that is the business of
the Administration of the day. It decides
how much is to be spent and how much
each department will be given. The other
night the LeRader of the Opposition pointed
out that never before has so much Aus-
tralian Government money come into this
State. In fact, it Is 48.9 per cent-nearly
half-of the revenue of the State. That
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sounds like mighty assistance when we
look at the documents laid on the Table
of the House by the Premier when he
introduced his Budget. There are some
very interesting items, and one in par-
ticular appears on page 36 of the publica-
tion dealing with Consolidated Revenue.
Under the heading "Revenue and Expend-
iture, Source and Fuinctional Application".
the figures are given of the per capita
assistance from the Australian Govern-
ment. This year It is $430 per head, an
Increase over last year of $148 per head
of Population from the Australian Gov-
ernment to this State. This shows how
dramatic the Increase has been. I will use
round figures; the assistance from the
Australian Government In the Year 1971-_72
was $172 Per head. The next year It was
$188, the following Year $210, and in the
year 1974-75, it was $282. as I have said.
This year It is estimated that $430 per
head of population will be paid back to
Western Australia.

Mr Coyne: That is because of inflation.

Mr DAVIES: That is not inflation.
Mr Coyne: The Commonwealth is taking

that much more.
Mr DAVIES: The honourable member

speaks about inflation, but he should com-
pare our figures with those of the other
States, bearing in mind that the other
States are experiencing much the same rate
of inflation. For instance, for the State
Taxation Department the payment was
$143 per head last year, and this year it
will be $169-an increase of $28 per head.
This figure has been increased from $75
In 1971-72 to $169 this year. Departmental
and Territorial is increased from $88 per
head in' 1971-72 to $145 per head this year.
Public utilities have gone up from $70 to
$118 per head. The really dramatic feature
of these figures Is that from 1971-72 the
amount of money coming into this State
from the Australian Government has in-
creased from $172 per head of population
to $430 per head. If members like to look
at percentages, they will see that Inflation
is not responsible for the whole of the
Increase, but I will not bore the House
with these details.

I am concerned about pay-rull tax. The
Premier mentioned that there would be
concessions, but in his Budget speech he
did not say what the cost to the State
will be through the concessions this year.
I thought we would have heard this Infor-
mation when the Premier introduced the
pay-roll tax legislation last night, but he
gave no indication of the likely cost to
this State. If by allowing these concessions
an additional $22 million will be raised
this year It looks as though some addi-
tional concessions could have been gran-
ted, or alternatively that the Premier
could have abandoned the concessions for
this year and used the money to keep the
309 sewerage workers in employment.
Although a concession is to be made, it is

a fairly minimal one, and the State will
still be $22 million better off in this re-
spect than it was last Year.

It makes It very-difficult Indeed to know
whether the Budget will be an accurate
one. Over the years the result has been
generally that the revenue has been more
than we have budgeted for, and as the
Leader of the opposition said when speak-
ing to this Bill, there will be a surplus
next year. When the nest Budget is in-
troduced-before an election year-the
Premier will make a good fellow of him-
self by handing out large sums to everyone
-something which the member for Vasse
seems to take exception to--and he will
say what a fine fellow he is.

If what has happened In the past Is
likely to be repeated in' the future, and
if proper arrangements have been made
for probable increases in salaries, which
has always been one of the worst bugbears,
I suggest the Government could take a
punt and keep on these 300 workers. I am
certain that at the end of this financial
year we will be better off than we are
now.

The Premier used the word "guesstimate"
on a number of occasions, and he does not
know what the revenue will be from the
tobacco tax. With so many unknown fac-
tors Involved, I repeat. he should take a
punt. As generous as it has been, the
Australian Government should be looked
upon with a considerable degree of ap-
probation by the present Government. That
is not the case, of course, although I am
led to believe from casual conversations
around the House in the last few days,
that everyone seems to agree Mr Fraser
has, made an Incorrect move. Most people
seem to hope that Mr Whitlamn will stay
in office, particularly if he will be as ge-
nerous in the future as he has been in
the last several years.

Sir Charles Court: Keep a smile on your
face when you say that.

Mr Sodeman: From where does he get
the rnoney7-the taxpayers!

Mr DAVIES: The honourable member
has wade that Interjection several times.

Mr Sodeman; It does not seem to be get-
ting through, so acknowledge it.

Mr DAVIES: We know that all the
money comes from the taxpayers--the
honourable member should use hia melon.

Mr Sodeman: Do not make out that
Mr Whltlam is such a big fellow.

Mr DAVIES: I wonder why the Premier
did not go to the Premiers' Conference In
Melbourne last weekend when the Premiers
planned their strategy. I can only see
that he did not want to be on a loser.

Mr O'Connor: He had an appointment
which he could not break.

Mr DAVIES: I am sure all the Premiers
had appointments which they had to
break. I am sure all these people did not
lust happen to have a free weekend. His
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position would be no different from that
of any other Premier or any other Minister.

Sir Charles Court: I have news for
you-I spoke to the conference five times
on Sunday.

Mr DAVIES: Jolly good.
Sir Charles Court: I agreed 100 per

cent with the statement they issued,
Mr DAVIES: The fact remains that the

Premier did not present himself at the
conference. I suggest that even though
the Premier did speak to them, it was
obvious It was because he did not wish to
break off relations with them altogether.

Sir Charles Court: I am Identified with
them,

Mr DAVIES: The Premier Is identified
with every portfolio in the Ministry, and
he Is Identified with Joh Ejelke-Petersen,
even though the Premier of Queensland
does not like our Premier. I still believe
we have the two most right-wing Premiers
at either end of Australia. I do not think
the Premier wishes to be Identified with
Fraser.

Sir Charles Court: I did and I was.
Mr DAVIES: The Premier knew that

Fraser had made a wrong move.
Sir Charles Court: Don't talk nonsense!
Mr DAVIES: I knew last Friday for

the first time since Fraser had been elected
as leader of his party, and the Premier
knew also, that Whitlamn had passed him
In Popularity. The figures given in the
Morgan Gallup Poll were 37 per cent for
Fraser and 32 per cent for Whitlam. I
did not see these figures referred to in
the Western Australian Press, but In The
Sydney Morning Herald of this Monday,
the 3rd November, on the front page we
see that figures were given--obviously that
newspaper is a little more unbiased than
our local Press. The article is headed,
"Rise In PM's popularity",.

The table appeared on Page 2 and indi-
cated that Whitlarn's popularity was 39 per
cent, Fraser's popularity was 31 per cent,
and Anthony's popularity was 21 per cent.
The poll was conducted for The Sydney
Morning Herald by Irving Saulwick and
Associates In conjunction with Beacon
Research Company Pty. Ltd. and the
Department of Political Science in the
University of Melbourne and is copyrighted
to Irving Saulwick and Associates.

So, a poll taken only a week after the
Poll I Just mentioned showed that
Whitlam's popularity had increased by 2
Per cent. Of course, Fraser's popularity
had dropped and was continuing to drop
further behind, and Anthony had gone
even further behind. Anthony's popularity
Is dropping at a faster rate than that of
the entire Country Party.

I refer now to The Australian Financial
Review Of today which contains an

editorial which is well worth reading. In
part, it states--

Mr Anthony Is fast earning the
reputation for being a man of limited
perception In politics. His latest pai'-
lianmentary exercise further rein-
forces the impression of his gullibility.

He may be gullible, but he is a dangerous
man who Is making a lot of bullets for
other people to fire. He is running around
saying, "We must have an election now."
He and the business empire have forced
Malcolm Fraser into what he now knows to
be a wrong decision. The easiest thing
to do would be to admit It and retire
gracefully because the Australian people
are notoriously short of memory when it
comes to matters like this. The article
continues-

It is beyond belief that the Aus-
tralian intelligence system, which
knew of the man's activities-

That is, the activities of the CIA agent. It
continues-

-did not warn such a senior politician
as Mr Anthony that aL spy was culti-
vating his friendship.

This is the kind of leadership the. Opposi-
tion has In the Federal sphere. No wonder
Whitlam's popularity is soaring. it looks
as though Fraser is going to be dethroned.
of course, there has been a succession of
Liberal leaders; I refer to Gorton,
McMahon and Snedden.

Mr O'Connor: Crean, Connor, Cairns.
Mr DAVIES: Do not forget that Fraser

said he did not believe he should use his
numbers in the Senate to defeat the
Budget, just as he said he did not want to
get rid of Bill Snedden. Yet three days
later, he did just that. This is the type of
man we are dealing with and the type of
leadership the Federal Opposition is put-
ting up.

At least when our fellows make blues,
they are challenged, and the Prime Minis-
ter gets rid of them. That is what one
would expect him to do. That is what they
do In England. In fact, very often, the
people concerned get right out of the
business altogether. That is exactly what
has happened in Australia.

I am in no position to judge whether
Cairns, Conner or Crean were guilty: I
have only the newspapers to provide me
with information. But at least the Prime
minister dealt with them and removed
them from omfce because he believed they
had done something wrong. However, this
does not seem to be the way the Liberal
and Country Parties work. The opinion
polls which I have quoted do not seem to
get a lot of air In Western Australia and
I thought I would take the opportunity to
advise the House of the trends In popular-
ity of the leaders of the various parties.

Mr Sodeman: That is a rather ridiculous
analogy: it has no parallel whatsoever
because Fraser was in no position to sack
those men.
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Mr DAVIES: I do not think I will bother
with that Interjection. I do not have to
speak for the facts; the facts speak for
themselves. I have not quoted from pro-
Labor publications; In fact, generally they
are accepted as anti-labor. However, they
are prepared to put the results of their
surveys on the front page, which Is some-
thing we have not seen In Western Aus-
tralia.

In fairness, I must point out that the
Weekend News was publishing fairly regu-
larly the results of opinion polls Which
showed an anti-Labor swing. I had reached
the stage where I did not dare open the
paper because we might have suffered an-
other reverse and It would be emblazoned
across the headlines of the Weekend News.

Already the Premier's Budget is failing
to Pieces because steep rises have been
foreshadowed for third party Insurance.
The Government is in trouble with Its
hospitals; in addition, I Intend to refer
later to an article which appeared In the
Sunday independent, in which the
churches looking after wards of the State
have said the increased payments proposed
by the Government would not enable them
to meet the situation.

This Is the kind of reaction we are
getting to what Is supposed to be a superb
Budget produced by a man who Is supposed
to be well versed in Treasury and financa
matters. That same man has made a great
play about how he has reduced the numa-
bers in the Public Service.

I should like someone to inform the mem-
ber for Scarborough that I am referring
In this debate to a few questions I asked
in the Rouse. I refer firstly to question
27 of the 14th August In which I was
told that the increase in the Public Ser-
vice for the year 1974-75 was 2.26 per
cent, including appointments made by
use of Commonwealth funds. The per-
centage growth rate from use of State
funds was 2.04 per cent. The Premier
revealed that the Increases applying in
the other States were as follows-

Victoria .. ... 10.57%
Queensland .. .. 7.94%'
South Australia . .. 5.21%'
Tasmania .. .. 4.00%0
New South Wales ... 3.92 %
*Estimated.

The Commonwealth figure was 3.31%
for 11 months--the final figure for the
12 months not being available.

I would have Imagined from all the Prem-
ier has been saying about Increases in
Commonwealth departments that the in-
creases would have been much greater
than that. But were Dot some departments
suffering because of the lack of growth
within their departments; were not they
finding it almost impossible to move?

I followed up this question with another
question on the 20th August seeking In-
formation about the Increase in wages staff
and ministerial appointments. Here is a
staggering thing: Wages staff Increased by

2 619. or 5.7 per cent, while ministerial
appointments increased by 2 603. or 7.98
per cent.

If one Lakes the entire increases together,
one will find there has been a significant
Increase in the Public service wages staff
and ministerial appointments which prob-
ably tops the figure for the whole of Aus-
tralia. I have not extracted the figures;
perhaps someone who is more interested
than I could do so. I merely want to Point
to the sham of the Premier's claim of the
tremendous Job he has done to keep the
numbers In the Public Service to a reason-
able level when wages staff has Increased
by 5.7 per cent and ministerial appoint-
merits by almost 8 per cent. When talking
about wages staff, I do not take into con-
sideration the 371 staff employed under
the Regional Employment Development
Scheme.

I have always been interested In watch-
ing the growth of the Public Service, as
anyone who eared to research my previous
Budget speeches would know, Last year,
we were not able to make any comparison
with the overall situation because there
was only one column In the Estimates
which related to staff as at the 1st July
of the new financial year. Obviously, com-
parisons were impossible because the
Estimates did not show the position for
the Previous financial year and the posi-
tion as it was estimated to be for the com-
ing financial year.

r had spoken about this matter in the
debate on the Appropriation Bill (Con-
solidated Revenue Fund I on the 21st Nov-
ember, 1974, and the Premier wrote me a
letter on the 24th June, 1975, replying to
my questions. It took something like seven
months for the Premier to provide me with
this very valuable piece of information. I
wish to congratulate the Premier and sug-
gest he negda a few extra staff In his office
If it takes him seven months to answer a
query raised In the House. He wondered
why I picked on him earlier tonight in
relation to a couple of other matters!

I will not bore the House with the en-
tire letter. In part, the Premier said-

In the 1975/75 Estimates, members
will be able to compare actual staff
numbers at the end of the last two
financial years. which, It Is believed,
will be a more meaningful presenta-
tation.

I took that to mean that the two columns
would then go back into the Revenue
Estimates and we would have a comnpari-
son. But what happened? When the
Revenue Estimates were Presented to the
House early in October, once again there
was only one column indicating the posi-
tion as at the 1st July. 1975. So, what I
was led to believe was going to be the
position was not the position at all.

The only way In which one can find
what changes have taken Place Is to ob-
tain last Year's Estimates and lay the
figures alongside each other. I1 wonder
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how the Premier was able to keep an
accurate tab on just who or what is em-
played in the Public Service.

Going through the figures, I find there
have been some quite sensational changes.
In the Premier's own department, staff
has increased from 33 to 50, an increase
of over 50 per cent. if one peruses all
these documents one will find that,
generally, there has been quite a consider-
able increase.

I Probably could have asked a question
on this matter, or had somebody else ask
it for me. The fact is that we are unable
to relate these figures to those people
who are purely civil servants transferred
from other departments and those who are
new appointments.

Par instance, one will find that in the
Education Department, many people were
receiving allowances last year who are
not receiving allowances this year and it
looks as though there has been a dramatic
drop. But the fact remains that the posi-
tion which we were ready to believe would
be made easier for us to assess has, been
made all the more difficult, even after I
waited seven months for the Premier's
assurance that I would find it to be much
easier.

I do not want to go through all these
figures, but if anyone is interested enough
I would only be too happy to make them
available.

I should like to draw attention to the
dramatic change in the staff of the Police
Department and the Road Traffic Author-
ity. Last year the two departments had a
total staff of 2 890; this year, the staff
has increased by 341 to 3 231. Of
course, we must take the two departments
together rather than treat them as separ-
ate entities because of the recent change-
over.

What is surprising Is the amount of
money being used. When the debate took
place last year the Minister suggested at
page 2284 of Hansard that the initial costs
under the proposed system would be
$5 526 200 as compared with a figure of
$6 034 000 if traffic control remained in
the bands of the Police Department. This
must have been a very flexible method of
calculation and I think it only goes to
show that, really, we have the greatest
difficulty in making accurate estimations.
The opposition had suggested it could take
something like $8 million to effect the
changeover. However, the Estimates re-
veal that in the past year the amount used
by the Road Traffic Authority was only
$3.441 million.

Mr O'Connor: I think at that stage
there were still some areas that had not
been taken over.

Mr DAVIES: if the Minister would like
to refer to the answers he gave to the
question I asked he will find that most of

the balance of the officers would be taken
over on the 1st September. I think that was
the date. So roughly half of them had
been taken ever under that scheme when
the cost was $3.4 million. I will not men-
tion the odd figures. It was estimated, how-
ever, that the cost would be $5.5 million.
So there is some difference there. I repeat
that this makes it very difficult to obtain
anything really intelligent from the Budget
figures as shown here.

Mr O'Connor: I agree there is some
difficulty in following those figures.

Mr DAVIES: The total amount f or this
year, of course, has been decreased by
about $1 million for the Police Department,
but it has been increased by about $9 mil-
lion for the Road Traffic Authority. Let me
say at the outset that every member of
this House, like myself, endorses the
dramatic drop in the road toll. Neverthe-
less, although we are keen to see that
drop continue, we may not always endorse
all the actions that are alleged to be
taken. However, the results are there
and no doubt if anybody is unjustly
treated we will soon hear about It. I sug-
gest that some caution needs to be ob-
served.

Suddenly there seems to be a prolifera-
tion of road patrol vehicles in the metrg.-
politan area. There also seems to be a
proliferation of staff numbers. As I have
said, the staff has Increased by about 711
this year in the Road Traffic Authority,
whereas in the Police Department the staff
numbers have decreased only by about
475.

Mr O'Connor: You must realise that
we have taken over some of the staff from
local authorities.

Mr DAVIES: We also realise that pro-
vision has been made for the appointment
of another 50 police officers, and in the
Road Traffic Authority there is provision
for the appointment of another 100 officers.

There are a. couple of Points I Want to
bring to the attention of the House. I
cannot appreciate why the vehicles used
by the Road Traffic Authority have been
made to simulate a flying saucer. Apart
from a flashing light on the top of the
vehicle it also has two "outrigger" lights
on the sides and anyone on the road can
see the flashing light in the middle of the
vehicle up to a mile away. I have seen
them at this distance travelling along Al-
bany Highway and Shepperton Road.
Whilst it may be necessary to have one
flash ing light in the middle of thp vehicle.
it does seem unnecessary to have this lght
and an "outrigger" light oin each side of It.

Mr O'Connor: I think the principal Idea
is to try to avoid collision.

Mr DAVIES: I had noticed that the
police motor cycles are fitted with aL light
on each side of their windshields. I think
that one flashing blue light, on all cars
would be sufficient. However, we will be
watching the Idea with a great deal of
Interest.
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What I want to know is whether the
department thinks it Is necessary to deal
with the inspection of vehicles, because if
a study is made of the 19-73 Parliamfenltaryl
Debates, on Pages '739 to '141, 1 think, we
will find that tihe present* Minister for
Traffic was suggesting that this was a
matter that really needed inquiring into,
and he also suggested various ways by
which it could be done effectvely.

Mr O'Connor: I have not had much
Incentive from the department.

Mr DAVIES: This seems to be a matter
that really needs attention. I will not
harp on it, but I hope we do not see a
continuation of the position at the Victoria
Park Traffic Office where cars can be

Seen queued up for hours on end. One
lady driver was held up for about an hour.
She was anxious to feed her baby,
but she was unable to get her car out.
There Is no doubt that this Is a matter that
is fairly urgent.

Another matter that is fairly urgent is
the need to do something about introduc-
ing legislation for the appointment of a
heritage commission in Western Australia.
I had been interesting myself in this sub-
ject in the short time r had been Min-
ister for Town Planning, and I know that
several suggestions had been made. The
Government appointed a committee headed
by Mr Ralph Doig with Dr Ride from the
university and Mr John Roberts, the Clerk
of the Legislative Council, as members.
They brought down a very good report in
February, 1975. 1 want to quote some of
the Pertinent wards which appear on page
18 of that report. The committee is
speaking about the preservation of historic
buildings. This part of the report reads
as follows-

Such a procedure is productive of
conflict without means of remedy and
is liable to place private owners under
considerable financial stress without,
at the same time, making Provision for
community participation in the cost.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: The honour-
able member has four minutes.

Mr DAVIES: Further on, in clause 1, on
page 52 of the report, the following ap-
pears-

The preservation of heritage areas
is an important objective which re-
Quires urgent consideration. Because
the matter is urgent, the Committee
recommends that the Minister for
Town Planning, without awaiting the
appointment of a Heritage Commis-
sion, should initiate discussions with
the various authorities concerned with
the view to developing a Practicable
and acceptable plan without delay.

I think we are at a crucial stage in regard
to the preservation of historic buildings
In Perth and more than ever legislation
for this purpose is urgently needed. I
know that some committees have been sit-
ting, and I know that some move has been

made in the Federal sphere to deal with
the appointment of a heritage commission.
In fact, in the Federal House this morning
I think a Hill was introduced to
recompense people who may suffer as aL
result of a covenant or preservation
order being placed on their buildings.

In England there is also effective legis-
lation ofl the Statute book, and I have
copies of that legislation here should mem-
bers wish to peruse it. That legislation
does deal with the kind of situation I have
raised, but what concerns me is the con-
cern expressed at page 18 of the corn-
mittee's report. It is said that occasionally
members determine that a building is an
historical one, but that is where the situa-
tion seems to end. If you and I, Mr
Deputy Speaker, were In the unfortunate
position of owning an historic building we
would be stuck With It. We could not sell
it or do anything with it. There is no
provision of any kind for the payment of
compensation to the owners of an historic
building. The owners of the Broken Hill
Hotel in Victoria Park did not get a bid at
one time for their hotel because the
National Trust suggested it would Put a
classification on it. I think the Rose and
Crown Hotel was placed in a somewhat
similar position.

When it Comes to the question of the
palace Hotel in St. Gleorge's Terrace. as
far as I am concerned tbat can be pulled
down tomorrow, because I think the Great
Western Hotel in William Street and the
Britannia Coffee palace further along that
street to the north depict much more effec-
tively a bygone era of Western Australia
and the type of architecture of that Period.
However, that Is my personal opinon. I
think there has been a great deal of talk
about saving the Palace Hotel because it
meant quite a deal to Many People. I be-
lieve it was a gracious place at which to
dine and in which to enjoy a drink or two
for an hour or so If one bad the time to
spare. However, that has all gone. The
magnificent dining room that was there
years ago is no longer similarly main-
tained . I can recall visiting the Palace
Hotel recently with my wife and when
we walked to the door we turned on
our heel and walked across the street. be-
cause the atmosphere that People think
the Palace Hotel had and would like to
retain is no longer there. The hotel has
been altered to such an extent one way
and another they could give attention, per-
haps. to pulling it down and to restoring
the Great Western Hotel and the Britannia
Coffeep Palace and other buildings In that
vicinity.

I do not even know whether those build-
ings have any classification as historic
buildings, but the fact remains that there
is an urgent need for legislation to be
introduced for the appointment of a
heritage commission, because people are be-
ing disadvantaged through not being able
to trade In their properties If they genu-
inely believe they should be allowed to
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trade them In. I have no fault to find with
the efforts of the National Trust in gny
way. It has done a magnificent Job with
very little money, until it received a con-
siderable sum of money recently from the
National Estate. However it needs some-
thing more than money and goodwill be-
hind It. I think the whole situation needs
review.

We have an excellent report available
to us--wflch we have had since
February, 1975-and I hope we see some
action taken as a result of it early next
session. Anything else I1 have to Say I
will leave until the various items In the
Estimates are dealt with.

MR SNIALDEKS (Murray) [10.12 pmn.]:
At the outset of my remarks on this Bill,
I would like to congratulate the Premier
for bringing forward a Budget which, so
far as I am concerned, has been accepted
right through the electorate as an ex-
tremely good one. I believe the Premier
has recognised the difference between what
is Ideal and what Is practical and this is
something of which his Federal counter-
Parts might well take notice.

I would now like to be a little parochial by
referring to some of the measures in the
Budget which affect rmy electorate. Firstly,
there is the Mandurah water supply which
at present comes from a series of bores
on the outskirts of Pinjarra. Although
the Provision of a water supply to Man-
durah Is greatly appreciated, the fact that
the water supply contains a great deal of
sediment has created much trouble for
many people. I believe the Government has
realised this difficulty and an initial alloca-
tion has been made on a start to connect
the South Dandalup Dam water supply so
that it will supply water to the town of
Mandurais and the surrounding areas. I can
assure the Premier and the Minister for
Water Supplies that when this scheme Is
put Into operation It will be greatly
appreciated. It is hoped that this time-
table will not suffer any setback over the
next two financial years because it is some-
thing that Is urgently required, and I
believe the Government is well aware of
this. I repeat the people In the area are
extremely pleased that steps are being
taken to cater for this need.

Another effort by the Government that
has been greatly appreciated Is the fact
that It has made available funds to build
a second primary school In Mandurah. It
is my belief that the planning officers in
the Education Department could not fore-
see the tremendous growth that would take
place In Mandurab. They probably Cal-
culated that there would be a more gradual
growth In Mandurah in line with the
gradual growth that Is taking place In
North Pinjara and In the PinJarra area
Itself as a result of Increases In the Alcoa
work force. I think the actual geographical
position of Mandurah and Its position on

the coast has meant that growth has oc-
curred there at a rate faster than was anti-
cipated. Over the years the people have
seen fit to build their homes In Mandurab
and, because of this, the existing primary
school has become extremely overcrowded.

The cut back in Federal funds for capital
expenditure on educational buildings
placed in Jeopardy the building of this
second primary school. However I believe
the Minister f or Education, to his credit,
has assessed the situation as being one of
great need and funds have been allocated
so that the building of a second primary
school will go ahead and although itwill
not be completed for the beginning of the
1978 school year, it is hoped there will
be as little disruption as possible and
the school can be occupied for the second
term in 1976.

The waters of the Peel Inlet are causing
a great deal of concern among many
people. It seems that over the years the
waters of that inlet have gradually deter-
iorated. Prom the point of view of amateur
fishermen the fishing has certainly deter-
iorated, as have crabbing, prawning, and
so on. The fishing does not seem to be
as good as it was in years past.

Mr Thompson: The fishermen are too
good.

Mr SHALDERS: Recently I attended a
seminar In Mandurali where departmental
officers agreed that, as yet, they are unable
exactly to determine the cause of this
deterioration.

It Is possible that the increased amount
of drainage from the rural areas into the
inlet is carrying a greater amount of
fertiliser and nutrients than has been the
case in the past. However, I am extremely
pleased that an amount of some $40 000
in this financial year, and probably over
two financial years a total suim of $140 000,
will be allocated for a study which It Is
hoped will deternine the cause of the
deterioration of this body of water and
remedies will be suggested to meet the
situation. It is an action which is greatly
appreciated because, to a large extent, the
future of Mandurah Is tied up with the
health of that waterway. As members
would know, Mandurah is one of the prime
tourist areas close to the metropolis and
with a healthy waterway there this will
continue to be the case and indeed It
could, in time, become the premium
tourist attraction in Western Australia.

Mr Thompson: How are the waters at
the Yunderup canals?

Mr SHALDERS: Unfortunately the
Yfunderup canals are not operating as
everyone would like them to operate.
However, perhaps this study will come up
with some methods by which even the
canals can prove to be a future attraction.

A library resource centre is being estab-
lished at the PinJarra. Primary School and
the parents and citizens' association has
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asked me to record Its thanks for the pro-
vision of that centre. It was required for
such a big primary school and the children
will benefit immensely from It.

I want to touch on what is perhaps a
sore point with the Opposition; that is.
pre-prinary centres. It might surprise
members opposite that a deputation from
Mandurah actually came to Perth to meet
the Minister for Education to request him
to provide a pre-primary centre in asso-
ciation with the new primary school at
Dudley Park. Because of the inflation rate
which Is being experienced Australia-wide
today, the local committee which had been
established In an endeavour to get a
second kindergarten for Mandurah was
finding that as fast as it saved money, so
the Increased costs left a greater gap In
the amount still to be raised. The fact that
the Government has agreed to Provide this
new pre-primary centre for the Dudley
Park Primary School has met with general
approval in Mandurah.

The existing kindergarten in Mandurah
has decided that it does not want to be-
come an incorporated kindergarten next
year. Although I respect its decision 1 am
disappointed in it because one group of
children will be attending a pre-primary
centre free of charge to the parents of
those children, while the parents of child-
ren who attend the kindergarten will be
forced to pay a levy. However, that Is
their decision and I want to record in
this House that, to my knowledge, no
Pressure whatever has been exerted on
that kindergarten committee to have Its
kindergarten incorporated.

In its wisdom the Pinjarra kindergarten
committee decided that its kindergarten
would be incorporated and I ami certain
the parents of the children in that area
will appreciate the benefits available next
year. I would like to draw the Govern-
ment's attention to perhaps one outstand-
ing amenity which is really required In
the Mandurah area; that is, a high school.
This should be provided as soon as funds
are available because over 450 secondary
students are transported daily by bus to
Pinjarra. I believe the time Is fast
approaching when a high school could be
provided in Mandurah without having a
detrimental effect on the existing high
school at Pinjarra. Of course, It would be
totally irresponsible of the Government to
provide a high school in Mandurah at
the expense of the school and staffing
arrangements at Pinjarra. However, in
my opinion, the time has almost been
reached when a second high school In the
area could be supported. The PinJarra
School and others which feed students Into
the Pinjarra High School are growing and
in a very short time they will be providing
a sufficient number of primary school
students to retain the present status, staff,
level, and quality of the Pinjarra High
School as well as allowing the provision of
a high school at Mandurah.

I would like to congratulate the Govern-
ment on the recent announcement regard-
lug the home loans borrowing scheme. I
am a great believer in everyone being en-
couraged to own his own home If possible,
because it gives him a real stake in the
district or area in which he lives. it
pleases me that an increased number of
people will be able to borrow money and,
indeed, an Increased amount of money. I
hope the scheme will prove to be practical
and worth while. It is an example of
initiative, and initiative is what this Gov-
ernnment has shown.

The refund of some pay-roll tax to small
businesses in my electorate has been
greatly appreciated. Those small busi-
nesses have taken a knock from the poli-
cies of the present Federal G3overnment
and one or two are making extremely heavy
weather of it. The refund of this par ticu-
lar tax has been appreciated and it has
meant that the workers whom the Labor
Party purports to stand for have had
their jobs saved and as a result they are
appreciative of the Government's efforts
in assisting the firms for which they work.

I would now like to rantge a little wider
and voice some concern at what I believe
is perhaps not as good an example of indus-
try intelligence as one might expect from
the Egg Marketing Board. I understand that
the board is in the process_-U it has not
already done so-of recommending a fur-
ther cut in the number of birds held by
producers. I understand that the sales
are below those which were budgeted for
by the board. The number of eggs pro-
duced is above that budgeted for and so
more eggs are being produced than can
be marketed.

It is a terribly unfortunate situation be-
cause whenever there is a cut in license
numbers the Producers must destroy birds
for which they have laid out money. Also
they have been Involved in expenditure on
sheds and all the other necessaries 'which
are associated with Production. It is dis-
concerting to the producers that the board
is not able to forecast more accurately the
number of eggs which will be required and
thus in turn the license numbers must be
cut.

On the Federal scene I would like to
mention one or two matters which are of
great concern to me. The first is the
policy of the Federal Government in res-
pect of public telephones. I believe public
telephones are a utility needed by both
large and small communities. I have
repeatedly endeavoured to obtain public
phones for a number of small settled areas
In my electorate. The People involved
comprise young married couples with
small children, and Pensioner couples; in
fact, they cover the broad spectrum. Any
of these people could have a crisis at any
time. A child could be badly injured or
an older Person could suffer a heart attack.
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It is not always Possible to knock on the
next-door neighbour's door and ask to use
his Phone because the next-door neigh-
bour does not always have one.

Despite the fact that I have repeatedly
made representations in this respect, the
Federal Government has insisted that
public phones must be a paying proposition.
I know It is very easy to cry for a subsidy
or to ask for something when a
party with a philosophy opposite to one's
own happens to be in power: but I can as-
sure members that were there to be a
change of Government in Canberra and the
same policy existed, I would be just as Cri-
tical.

I believe the recent Increase in postage
rates-increasing the cost from 10c to 18c
-was a terrific impost on the Australian
public generally.

Mr Taylor: How can you reconcile those
two statements? You want phones which
do not pay for themselves, and yet you
do not want costs to go up. How can you
have It both ways?

Mr SHALDERS: Easily, because I believe
the Australian Government, If It wants to
raise revenue, should raise It from all
sections of the community. Phone charges
have been increased and who Is hit the
hardest? The country people.

Mr Taylor: You made the point that you
want phones that do not pay for them-
selves, but you do not want postage rates
to be increased.

Mr SHALDERS: I said that public
phones are a public utility and I have no
argument about the fact that there Is a
subsidy to cover the cost of public phones.

Mr Taylor: You do not want other
charges to go up.

Mr SHALDEBS: I believe that an In-
crease from 10c to 18c for the postage of
a letter is Inflationary. Certainly we must
expect charges to be increased but, good-
ness gracious, the increases made by the
Commonwealth Government make the
State Government look like a novice!I
Members opposite grizzle about State
Government increases. They should be
consistent and complain about Federal
Government increases.

Mr Taylor: What about water charges?
Mr T. H. Jones: And electricity charges!

Have you received your electricity bill yet?
Mr SHALDERS: Members opposite

grizzle about the State Government, but
the Federal Government makes us look like
novices, and members opposite know it.

Mr TI. H. Jones: What about electricity
charges?

Mr SHALDERS: So many items have
been Increased by the Federal Government,
including the cost of petrol, phone charges,
and Postage rates. Every single thing the
Federal Government has Increased has hit
country people, including those who live in

the electorate of the member for Collie.
I guarantee he is endeavouring to camou-
flage that fact as well as he can and I
have no doubt that being the very astute
public relations person he is, he has done
so adequately in Collie.

Mr Harman: Which Budget are you
speaking about?

Mr SHALDERS: In my opinion the
greatest Government-Inspired catastrophe
which will strike Australia in the last part
of this century is the introduction of Medi-
bank. The people of Australia, and cer-
tainly those in Western Australia, are re-
Uising what a terrible thing It Is.

I congratulate the Federal Government
for taking the initiative to Improve certain
aspects of the health programme. The
Pensioner medical scheme certainly needed
improvement. I believe there was a case for
assistance for these people who, below a
certain level, were unable to afford their
own health Insurance payments; but the
whole matter could have been handled so
much better with far less expense to the
Australian taxpayer than this scheme
called Medibank.

People are fast realising that the $1.5
million spent on publicising It was a giant
hoodwink. The Federal Government could
tell the people all right, but now the people
are waking up to the fact that they have
been hoodwinked. Unfortunately it is Im-
Possible to unscramble eggs. Therefore,
I do not know whether the present Federal
Government or any future Liberal-Country
Party Government will be able to do a great
deal about it. Complaints are being made
about the way Medibank is operating. Many
People have complained about the amount
of time which elapses before payments
from Medibank are received. Despite re-
peated requests, many people still do not
have a Medibank number.

Mr Skid more: Have you done anything
about It?

Mr SHALDERS: I certainly have, but
it is exceedingly difficult to receive any
replies to queries because this takes six
or seven weeks, despite the fact that we are
paying more money for what should be a
better postal service.

Mr Skidmore: The same applies to the
State Government and its departments.

Mr SHALDERS: I was interested to hear
the Leader of' the Opposition criticise the
member for Scarborough this evening. He
said that we have a person well qualified
to make a, comment in respect of another
matter before the House. He then proceeded
to point out how the member for Scarbo-
rough did not know what he was talking
about. I do not believe he succeeded in
his efforts, but he made great play of the
fact that the member for Scarborough
was someone who should have known what
he was talking about.

If anyone should know what he is talk-
ing about it is the Leader of the Opposi-
tion who has had many years of experience
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in this House. He is a Person for whom I
have a great deal of respect because of the
Position he occupies in his party. There-
fore it was disappointing some time ago
to learn that the Leader of the Opposition
made what I believed was an exceedingly
reckless statement by claiming that mem-
bers of this Government would profit by
action of the Government.

The accusations of the Leader of the Op-
Position obtained wide publicity, as any
such accusation by a person in his position
naturally would do. Of course, when he
retracted his statement later on, not such
great play was made of it in the news-
papers. I believe it did not become the
Leader of the Opposition to make such a
statement, and tonight we have indeed seen
a case of the pot calling the kettle black.

Members on this side of the H-ouse have
seen the shuffling and the endeavours of
those on the front benches of the Opposi-
tion to impress their colleagues with their
future leadership potential because they
are well aware that the present Leader
of the Opposition probably will not retain
his position for a great length of time In
the future. To put it bluntly, the back-
benchers on the Opposition side have de-
cided nobody other than the Present
Leader of the opposition could possibly
have any chance of winning the next elec-
tion for the Labor Party, and the dogs are
barking it. Members on the back bench
have worked it out that although they have
only a slim chance of winning the next
election they could do so only if they re-
tained their present leader-

Mr Skidmore: Nobly said.
Mr SHALDERS: -until after the next

State election but he will then be discarded
as quickly as possible. I hope this does not
happen because I believe the Leader of
the opposition deserves more respect from
members of his own party, but whether or
not the Opposition is successful at the
next election it will not be very long be-
fore the shufflings take place to find the
new leader of the Labor Party after the
election.

The member for Ascot made great play
tonight in telling this House what a gen-
erous, open-handed Government we have
in Canberra and how it has given us larger
amounts of money than we have ever had
before. r agee with him to the extent
that we have certainly had more money
than we have ever had before, but let us
not forget that the revenue of the present
Australian Government is far in excess of
the revenue that any previous Liberal-
country Party Government had to dis-
burse, and It has this extra revenue be-
cause of present-day inflation.

i know members on the other side will
not accept that the Labor Government in
the Federal sphere is responsible for In-
flation. Irrespective of who is responsible,
we have inflation, and inflation has led
to a much greater amount being collected

in all forms of taxation, so of course the
Federal Government has more money to
hand out.

Mr Bryce; Do you not acknowledge
there have been different priorities?

Mr SHALDERS: I will certainly admit
there have been different priorities. I am
not one who believes that everything the
Federal Government has done Is wrong.
I believe that instead of taking a small bite
at the apple it has tried to swallow it all In
one go. There are many of the Australian
Government's programmes which, if we
looked at them In isolation, we would say
were good; but in trying to implement
them all at once they were too much. The
country cannot afford them. I get back to
the Premier's Budget and say he has
picked the road between what is Ideal and
what is practical.

Mr Bryce: His education policies are im-
practical.

Mr SHALDERS: I1 applaud the Govern-
ment for the money that has been pro-
vided for education. I believe more Fed-
eral funds should have been made avail-
able for education, But I think the mem-
ber for Ascot would be less than genuine
if he did not concede that when a large
amount of money is put in quickly it Is not
always spent as wisely as it could be.
Whether all of the money Is being spent
as wisely as it could be, I do not know, but
it is my guess that if it were being spent
more slowly perhaps we would make better
use of It.

I believe the Federal Government should
make money available to the State to
spend on priorities as the State sees fit. I
have said before that I believe the Leader
of the opposition when he was Premier
would have appreciated being given the
opportunity to spend the money in the
way he saw fit and implement the policies
of his party. This should also apply to
our Government so that we can Implement
our policies and determine priorities as
we see them.

Mr Jamieson: Money for Hollywood
High School and none for Belmont.

Mr SHALDERS: Is the Deputy Leader
of the Opposition saying the public of
western Australia would not be clever
enough to work that out? if the public
thought the money was not being spent
wisely, we would see a change of Govern-
ment so that the Opposition party could
spend the money as It saw fit.

Mr Jamieson: of course you will.
Mr SHALDERS: That is a basic prin-

ciple which I suggest should be employed.
Instead of Canberra saying, "We will give
you so much for this scheme," why aot,
make the money available to the State
Government, whatever political party
happens to be in offlce, and let it deter-
mine its own priorities? Why should the
Federal Government tell us how to spend
the money?

Mr Bryce: Your Government would
never help disadvantaged kids or schools.



4204 [ASSEMBLY]

Mr SHALOERS: If the honourable mem-
ber is riglht, when and If his party comes
to power It will no doubt redress that Im.-
balance.

I am one who believes there should be a
cutback in Federal spending in certain
areas. I am prepared to nominate some
areas where I believe spending should be
cut back. One that has been mentioned al-
ready Is the Department of the media. I
do not believe Australia needs a Depart-
ment of the Media which, to the best of
my knowledge-and I might be wrong-
spends something like $143 million,

Mr Skidmore: You are incorrect.
Mr SHALDERS: Would the honourable

member tell me what It was?
Mr Skidmore: It was $137.5 million.
Mr SHALDERS: I1 have been found

wrong to the extent of $8 million or $9
million. For that amount of money to be
spent on brainwashing the Australian pub-
lie is a disgrace. Had It not been spent, we
would have had $3 million to keep the
sewerage workers employed.

Mr Skidmore: The Department of the
Media has a basic budget of under $1.3 mil-
lion in the Appropriation Bill No. 1-nat
$137 million.

Mr Coyne: That is the first time you
have been right this session,

Mr SHALDERS: If the honourable
member believes that, I bet he will stop
and play with the fairies in the garden
when he goes home tonight.

Mr Skidmore: When I tell you the truth
You will not accept It.

Mr SHALDERS: I can assure the
member for Swan I find lust as great dif-
ficulty in listening to him.

Mr Sodeman: You are not on your own
there.

Mr SHALDERS: I want to make a few
remarks about pensioners because there
are a great number of pensioners in my
electorate and, despite the remarks of some
members of the Opposition that members
on this side are insensitive to the requests
and needs of pensioners--

Mr Bryce: Is that the second area where
there should be cutbacks? You were going
to nominate three.

Mr SHALDERS: I am sorry. The second
area Is the administration of the Aus-
tralian Assistance Plan and the amount of
money that Is being paid to people who are
found to be ineligible for unemployment
benefits. Surely it should not have taken
this long to find out the number of People
who were not deserving of unemployment
benefits.

While I am prepared to congratulate the
Federal Government on Its initiative in
convening the Women in Polities confer-
ence In Canberra recently, I believe the
money spent on importing radical speakers
could have been far better spent in

bringing a wide spectrum of prominent
women who have proved themselves in
Australia to speak to the Australian
women at that conference. Many women
in Australia have something to offer and
there was no need to bring in the radical
types who gave that conference an ex-
tremely bad name which perhaps it would
not have had if the speakers had been
some of the competent and extremely able
Australian women.

To return to pensioners, I am extremely
glad this Government has seen fit to intro-
duce a scheme whereby pensioners living
north of the 26th parallel will be able to
have one return trip to the metropolitan
area during the year. It Is a tremendous
thing for the Government to do. It recog-
nises that many of the pensioners in that
area have spent their lifetime there-

Mr Jamieson: That is nothing new. They
had it for years with the State Shipping
Service.

Mr SHALDERS: -and given their all to
the area. It is a recognition of the service
those people have given in their lifetime.

I will also thank the Australian Gov-
ernment for taking some notice of the
request I made some time ago for a con-
cession in mail charges during the Christ-
mas months. It rather amazed me, when
the announcement 'was made and I
claimed the credit for having put the
suggestion forward, that I was asked
whether I could prove It was I who made
the suggestion to the Federal Government.
I am not saying no-one else made such a,
suggestion; members on the other side of
the House may well have done so. If so,
they have been fairly silent about it. It
was an initiative I took which I did not
really think had a great chance of success
alter my experience with the requests I
had made previously. However, it Is
appreciated and it will help people all over
Australia at a time when their budgets
are extremely stretched.

There will be a small reduction in postal
charges and I understand it will also assist
a great number of people In the printing
industry to keep their jobs because, with
more Christmas cards being posted.
naturally more will have to be printed, and
a significant number of people in the Aus-
tralian work force will keep their jabs at
a time of the year when it Is most vital to
have a Job.

Unfortunately I have not had much
success with the Federal Government in
respect of the domiciliary nursing care
benefit payment. This Is a payment of
32 a day for a person who cares full time
for an invalid who is over the age of 65.
I had a case recently where the spouse of
a -woman in my electorate was brought
home from hospital. The woman was ad-
vised she could apply for this benefit, and
she did so. The application was received
in Perth 10 days after the husband was
discharged from hospital, and at the end
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of a fortnight she received a cheque for
$28 at the rate of $2 a day. Unfortunately
the person being cared for passed away
on the ninth day after leaving hospital,
and the woman, not wanting to be dis-
honest, asked me what she should do with
the cheque for $28. 1 said. "You looked
after your husband for nine days. I be-
lieve you are entitled to keep $18 and you
should make a refund of $10." She fol-
lowed my advice.

Subsequently she was Informed by the
Department of Social Security that under
no circumstances was she eligible to re-
tain the $18 for the nine days her hus-
band had lived after being discharged
from hospital, because apparently the pay-
ment can be made only from the day the
application is received in Perth. This is a
flaw which I drew to the attention of the
Minister for Social Security, believing he
would concede it was a difficulty and would
take steps to overcome It. He wrote back
to say the legislation was brought in by a
former Liberal-Country Party Government,
that that Government was to blame, and
that he was going to do nothing about it.

If the legislation was brought in by a
farmer Liberal-Country Party Govern-
ment, it was brought in with the best of
Intentions; but obviously it is not as Ideal
as It should be and surely it behoves the
Minister to do something about it, A
woman proved that she eared for someone
in that situation, yet she was ineligible
to receive anything.

I have made repeated requests to the
Australian Government for some sort of
allowance to Pensioners who own their
homes. An allowance is made in respect
of those who pay rent; and there are
plenty of costs associated with owning a
home, as members opposite would well
know, although I1 think they would sooner
see Australians become a nation of rent
payers. Nevertheless, I believe the Corn-
rnonwealth Government should be look-
ing at this matter more closely. When
I wrote on the first occasion the Common-
wealth said the matter was being studied
by some committee. I have written again,
but despite a long lapse In time I1 hare
not yet received a reply. It Is an area
that could well be examined sympa-
thetically.

Mr Davies; The committee's report was
tabled about eight weeks ago. it shows
that the Mandurah Shire has a greatei
percentage of pensioners per head of popu-
lation than any other shire in Australia.
The next one in Western Australia which
has more pensioners than any other area
is Nedlands.

Mr SHALDERS: I can assure the mem-
ber for Victoria Park that the pensioners
in Mandurali are being well looked after.

Mr Davies: The report was published
about eight weeks ago.

Mr SHALDERS: That Is the Federal
report?

Mr Davies: Yes.
Mr SHALDERS: The Federal Minister

promised me that be would forward a
copy of the report as soon as the inquiry
was completed. He said he would outline
what action, if any, the Government In-
tended to take in respect of any recom-
mendations made by the committee so
far as home-owning pensioners are con-
cerned, Therefore, he has been remiss.

Mr Davies: The report also covers homes
for the aged; it includes everything.

Mr SHALDERS: In conclusion I would
like briefly to mention a difficulty that
is being occasioned to many pensioners who
are receiving total care in nursing homes,
or 'IC"-class hospitals. I refer to the fact
that their pensions do not cover the cost
of staying in these institutions, and this
is causing relatives a great deal of con-
cern and dismay. Needless to say, the
pensioners themselves are also extremely
concerned because in many cases they feel
they are an impost on their relatives. I
understand the subsidy that is Paid to
"C"-class hospitals has been frozen since
October, 1974; and in my opinion this Is
just one way in which the Federal Gov-
ermnent intends to get rid of private hos-
pitals. I may be wrong, and I hope I am;
nevertheless. I do not believe I an.

Mr Davies: There Is an Increase pending,
but it is being delayed waiting for the
passage of the Appropriation Bill.

Mr SHALDERS: it will still not take
up all the slack,

Mr Davies: It depends on how much the
hospital charges.

Mr SHALDERS: The member for Vic-
toiia Park is probably correct, and I have
no reason to doubt him. Within the last
fortnight I phoned the office of the Min-
ister for Social Security and asked whether
it would be possible to take a small deputa-
tion to him, not to stir the pot, but purely
to seek information. I was promised faith-
fully that I would be contacted and that
if the Minister could not meet the deputa-
tion an officer from the Department of
Social Security or from the Minister's office
would be deputed by the Minister to meet
it.

Mr Davies: I have been waiting a month
myself.-

Mr SHALDERS: However, I have re-
ceived no further word from the Minister.

Mr Davies: If you hear from him, let me
know.

Mr SHALDERS: Perhaps we could go
together.

mhe $IPEAKER:, The member has five
minutes.

Mr SHALDERS: Thank you, Sir; I can
assure you that will be adequate. The
secretary of the Minister for Social Secu-
rity holds a responsible position, and I
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believe he should at least have acknow-
ledged the fact that an undertaking had
been given which should be honoured.

Mr Speaker, I have ranged far and wide
in speaking to this Bill. I want to assure
the Premier that the Budget has been ex-
tremely well received in rural areas and
I have no doubt it has been well received
in metropolitan areas also, because it has
brought about a balance to this State. We
understand the Premier has brought
down a balanced Budget because if wage
indexation were to go by the board the
State could be in real trouble and, could
face a substantial deficit. I therefore again
congratulate the Premier on his Budget
and indicate my support for the Bill.

SIR CHARLES COURT (Nedlands-
Treasurer) [10.50 p.m.]: I reply briefly
to the comments made on the Budget, As
Is customary, the subjects discussed ranged
far and wide, and that is what It is all
about. I do not question or criticise that
in any way because we have three occasions
during a session when members have this
freedom to discuss anything from pins to
elephants. The first Is on the Address-In-
Reply, the second is on the Supply Bill,
and the third Is in the general debate on
the Estimates before we get onto the de-
partmental votes.

The amount of discussion on the actual
financial strategy and the economic
strategy behind the Budget has been, of
course, minimal. It has not been a char-
acteristic of this Parliament to have a
great deal of discussion On the Budget
document. Most of the discussion has been
of a general nature, covering subjects near
and dear to the hearts of members, In-
cluding the matters of their own elector-
ates. Of course, when we get onto the
departmental votes the debate becomes
more specific and is confined entirely to
Items relating to the departments.

I want to say that so far as we can
see at the moment the Budget seems to be
holding reasonably well. There are many
Budgets today which very quickly lose their
character. We have seen dramatic
changes In the Federal sphere, almost at
monthly intervals, in both the last and
the Present Budgets. True, the figures of
the Commonwealth are much greater than
ours, but on the other hand the Com-
monwealth Government has used its fin-
ancial position from time to time to pump
money Into the economy to create a situ-
ation of Its own choosing; and in many
cases deliberately to inflate the economy
so as to finance its own budgeting, which
is a rather disastrous way to run a coun-
try. However, that Is the way the Corn-
mnonwealth Government is doing It.

I am happy with the advent of indexa-
tion, although the basic principles of it
are repugnant to some people, both union-
Iis and employers. I hope Indexation will
stick reasonably well so that we can go

through this year with a little mare stab-
ilty Whan we experienced last year. I
suggest to members that they do not place
too much reliance on the figure for the
September quarter as a measure of what
we can expect for the rest of the year.

The figure for the December quarter will
be the tell-tale, because the statistical lIm-
pact of Medibank on the September figure
will not have the same relevance In the
December quarter. It was well known that
when the first quarter in which Medibank
was introduced was assessed and declared
by the statistician, this would be the time
when the impact of Medibank would pro-
ject Itself into the cost-of-living index, and
we could expect a downturn which in some
ways would mask other cost Increases. It
is to the credit of those concerned in most
of the unions that they have accepted this
situation. I can only hope they will accept
the decision of the Federal Court that be-
cause the declared figure for Whe September
quarter was 0.8 per cent, and therefore
under 1 per cent, it did not call for an ad-
justment.

There was some pressure applied, and at
one stage It looked as though there might
be some industrial pressure applied; but
as at today It seems that most people have
accepted the fact that we must take In-
dexation on a total basis for good or for
ill, and if we do not follow the rules
reasonably completely we will get a very
quick break in the dyke and the waters
will flood through again; then off we will
go with even worse Inflation.

I think the only point upon which I
need to comment specifically in respect of
the Budget document Is the question of
whether the Government should have
budgeted for a deficit. We deliberately
budgeted for a balanced situation. The
veryjsimple reason I wanted to budget for
a balanced situation is that such a Budget
is In a modest way anti-inflationary. I
was also very anxious that we should have
the whole of our loan funds available for
works, because those people who under-
stand Treasury financing know that if a
Government deliberately budgets for a
deficit, the money to cover the deficit has
to come from somewhere.

We are different from the Federal Gov-
ernment, which has the Reserve Bank and
a printing press. It can fill in the figures
by a means which I believe Is disastrous
and irresponsible. Nevertheless, which-
ever Government Is in Power in Canberra
has this extreme mechanism available to
it which is not available to the States.

Thank goodness it is not available to
the States! Just imagine six States having
this mechanism available to them to pump
out money every time they are short of a
few bob. The fact that we have no such
mechanism encourages responsibility. The
State Treasuries have to live within the
cash they have; they have no bankers.
although there is some mythical idea that
they have. I want to emphasise that our
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deliberate strategy was partly anti-inflat-
ionary, and partly to ensure that we did
not have to hold back any loan funds.

When the Government does not have
to hold back loan funds there are some
exceptional circumstances available to it,
and the Leader of the Opposition in his
heart knows this to be true. For instance,
the Government has some capacity to earn
interest on the short-term money market;
and if by same means or other it can keep
some of that money as a little kitty against
the day when we might have less affluent
times it can be called on and fed into the
Budget.

I think members will notice that the
Government did not go about it In that
way, and the Budget figures are as frank
as they can be because the situation, even
in the short-term money field, is very
precarious at the present time, especially
considering the way Interest rates are going
in Australia. It Is anybody's guess what
could be the position in another six, nine,
or 12 months' time. At the moment there
Is a great deal of money around and,
therefore, the interest-rates are down.
However, when one is playing with public
confidence or the lack of it one is Playing
with a very contrary mechanism, Confid-
ence can be turned on and off like a tap).
One minute people are pouring their money
into savings, and the next minute they are
pouring it into developmental projects.

one of the disasters we have in Australia
at the moment is that everyone is dead
scared to get Into any risk ventures, so
money is pouring into static forms of sav-
ing and is not finding its way Into the
development type of thing that we so
desperately need.

I come back to the point that had we
budgeted for a deficit without having a nest
egg up our sleeve, we would have had at
some time to set aside some moneys from
loan funds; and one does not have to be
a genius or a Ph.D. to work out that if we
have to earmark that money to cover a
deficit something must come out of the
works programme. I believe we have ad-
opted a wise course. I hope the Budget
will stick for the year; it will not be an
easy year for us, but I hope the Budget
will stick reasonably well. If it does I think
it could be a contribution by this State In
some way towards a degree of stability
which is so sadly lacking in the total
national scene.

I thank members for their support of
the Budget, and I will now resume my
seat so that we can get the Bill Into
Committee.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

In Committee
The Chairman of Committees (Mr

Thompson) in the Chair; Sir Charles
Court (Treasurer) in charge of the Bill.

The CHAIRMAN: Before proceeding
with the Committee stage, I drarw the at-
tention of members to the little booklet

that has been made available. This lays
down the procedure to be adopted for the
debate in the Committee stage.

Part 1: Parliamnent-

MR JAMESON (Welshpool-Deputy
Leader of the Opposition) [11.01 p.m.l: I
take this opportunity to refer to a matter
that was dealt with by the Premier on
Tuesday, the 14th October, 1975. My
colleague, the member for Clontarf asked
the following question of the Premier in
relation to the tour of the north-west by
members of Parliament-

With a view to maintaining con-
tinuity of visits to the northern areas
by Members of Parliament to enable
inspections of the various projects, will
be advise If a further visit Is envisaged
between the autumn and spring ses-
sions of Parliament in 1978?

The Premier replied-
-No decision has been made, but in
view of the new travel concessions to
Members, organised tours to the more
remote areas do not have the same
significance as in the past.
If there Is, from time to time, some
special circumstance, the matter will
be considered.

I am not arguing as to whether or not a
trip to the north-west should be arranged
for members; all I amn arguing about is the
Premier's reasoning.

When the Premier and I were elected
members of this Parliament, and that was
a long time ago, the provision made for
members was considerably better than it
is at present. The Government has not
given anything away which was not then
provided to members. In those days mem-
bers, other than those representing areas
served by the State Shipping Service, were
entitled to one return trip per Parliament.
The only expenses Incurred by members
travelling to the north-west were the ex-
penses for food. So virtually members of
Parliament at that time were maintained
for a month by the Government during
each Parliament, and the accommodation
was provided by the Government.

The cost in which the Government Is
involved under its present proposal, as
compared with the cost involved in the
recommendation of the Salaries and Allow-
ances Tribunal is very paltry, It is cer-
tainly well below the standard cost in-
volved by the States in the east. I1 am
compiling certain figures in respect of this
matter and I shall make them available to
the Premier and other members. These
figures show Western Australia in a bad
light, and Yet Western Australia Is the
biggest State in area.

In Victoria there are good overnight
train services to the capital cities, but still
that State Provides Its members of Parlia-
ment with interstate air fares. Thiis is in
a State where there Is less Justification for
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air travel than there is in Western Aus- We should not limit the onnortunit-v for
trals, New South Wales does likewise, and
Queensland has a different arrangement.

The standard recommended by the
Salaries and Allowances Tribunal has not
been maintained by this Government.*
That tribunal considered that at least two
air fares per annumn for travel within the
State was the minimal requirement. We
are certainly not prepared to agree to
anything less, bearing in mind that
Queensland which is a smaller State with
a similar number of members has provided
better conditions since 1965, than the con-
ditions applying in Western Australia.

Mr Blailie: Queensland has a pretty
good arrangement in regard to accom-
modation.

Mr JAMIESON: I am arguing about
travel within the State. Years ago the
gold pass issued to members of Parliament
meant a great deal, because in those days
the railways were the fastest mode of
transport. One could travel to Wiluna,
Esperance, Albany, and Kalgoorlie by rail;
and also to Geraldton in a roundabout
way. In those days Whe Midland Railway
Company was operating and it granted
free travel concessions to members for a
number of years, until the company dis-
continued that practice. One year the Gov-
ernment decided to Issue vouchers instead
of paying a set fee. It was found that the
vouchers were not anywhere near as high
as the overall fee the company was being
paid. The vouchers were cut out on that
line. Only members representing elector-
ates on the Midland line were provided
with passes. It is true that they Could not
travel there and back as last in those days.
as they are able to at present.

Today we would not expect the Premier
or any Minister to travel to the Eastern
States by train and to leave their offices
vacant during all that period. However,
in the days gone by Ministers used to do
that. The cost to the State was probably
just as high because the daily allowances
paid to Ministers covered a longer period.
Today the extra amount paid In air fares
is offset by the reduced daily allowances.
It means that nothing has been given away
by this Government. in comparison with
the concessions that were made available
to members in the past.

For a number of years I was appalled
with the state of affairs, and I kept refer-
ring to them ad nauseum in this House,
because I consider members representing
the north-west should always have free
travel to and from their electorates.

When I became a member of Cabinet
I made sure that Cabinet approved the
provision of air travel toi those members,
and also to the Leader of the Opposition.
I felt that the Leader of the Opposition
had a right to travel to anywhere within
the State. All this can be checked from
the Cabinet records. It was a distinct
move I made on that occasion.

members to travel within the State. People
who profess to know all about the Budget
and about the affairs of Parliament seem
to think that all members have reasonable
access to the various corners of the State.
but they are wrong.

Every other State in Australia provides
free air travel concessions to its members,
but that is not the ease in Western Aus-
tralia. The suggestion by the Government
that greater provision has been made, over
and above the provision which existed pre-
viously, is incorrect. There has been a
change from what has been the accepted
practice since the turn of the century.
For a time there was a hiatus and nothing
was Provided. This is the same as the
concessions provided to People of the
north-west when there was a coastal ship-
ping service.

The People of the north-west lived on
the coast, and they used the coastal ship-
ping service. Most members representing
that area were more interested in the ports
where most of their constituents resided.
There was not very much inland. If mem-
bers went inland they would stay In the
area for a long time; they would make
a tour by car, or in earlier days on horse-
back.

I draw the attention of members to the
fact that the Government is not granting
a greater concession to members under its
present proposals. It is far less than the
concession recommended by the tribunal.
The Government has agreed to several
other recommendations of the tribunal in
their entirety but for some reason it has
cut down on this one to the extent that
it is of insignificant consequence to mem-
bers travelling throughout Western Aus-
tralia.

I want to register my protest. After
spending a great deal of time in delving
into this matter the proposal was finally
agreed to by Cabinet on this basis. I feel
that Cabinet has ill-considered the recom-
mendation of the Salaries and Allowances
Tribunal. Had that tribunal still been in
operation there is no doubt it would have
implemented this particular recommenda-
tion by now, as It said It would do if the
Government did not make a suitable re-
commendation.

The Government -haying agreed to the
other recommendations, such as the grant-
ing of the gold pass privilege to members
travelling on the MTT services-and I sug-
gest this privilege should not have been
withdrawn-and the granting of free air
travel concessions to members represent-
ing country electorates other than those
in the north-west where regular air ser-
vices are established, are in tune with
modern thinking.

it is unthinkable that the member re-
presenting the Mt. Magnet area should
have to travel It days to get there to
attend some special function. I say it Is
the prerogative and the responsibility of
that member to attend such functions. For
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that reason I say members should be able
to use their air fare concession without
being tied down; they should not be re-
quired to drive in cars, to dodge kangaroos,
and to traverse over monotonous roads
which they know well, In order to make
contact with their constituents.

I suggest the Government should have
a closer look at this matter, so that mem-
bers will be able to travel around the
State without restriction. They should be
provided with free air travel to areas where
there is reasonable access. I am sure that
members will not take advantage of such
travel concessions. Probably the members
ins this State do not have as good access
to their constituencies as members In
Queensland have. In that State, depending
on the size of the electorate, a certain al-
lowance is paid yearly. In addition certain
flights are provided annually by charter
aircraft. This Is a feature which will have
to be adopted in Western Australia In res-
pect of far-flung electorates to enable
members to contact their constituents.

This is more important to the people
in the far-flung areas, than to confer on
them a greater say in the passage of legis-
lation than the say of the people in metro-
politan electorates. it is no good giving
them a greater say when their membr
cannot see them, because the timetable of
members representing far-flung electorates
allows them to visit only the bigger towns
and not the smaller ones. Because of that
there needs to be a further review of this
matter.

I refer to the position in Queensland
where a committee has gone very thor-
oughly into the problems of large and out-
back electorates which require special at-
tention, to enable members to service them
properly.

if this matter had been given the con-
sideration that it deserved, there would
have been a great deal of change in the
attitude of Cabinet when it dealt with the
recommendation of the Salaries and Allow-
ances Tribunal.

MR T. J. BURKE (Perth) [11.14p.m.l:
I wish to support what the Deputy Leader
of the Opposition has said. I hope the
Premier will have regard for his comments
and for the report which the honourable
member Is preparing. This report shows
that Western Australia, the largest State
in the Commonwealth, makes the poorest
provision for air travel for its members of
Parliament.

I do not want to be critical. However, I
am very concerned that members of Par-
liament were advised on the 3rd October
In correspondence from the Under-Sec-
retary of the Premier's Department that
the decision to provide air travel had been
made on the 1st July.

We appeared before the salaries tribunal
on behalf of the Parliamentary Labor
Party and presented a case for at least
what was proposed by the previous tri-
bunal, and for some interstate travel. The

correspondence to which I have referred
was received subsequent to our first ap-
pearance. When we last appeared before
the tribunal on the subject of allowances
we again raised the subject of air travel
and asked the tribunal what consideration
had been given to the matter. We were ad-
vised it had been discussed with the Pre-
miAer and a Cabinet subcommittee. It 'was
pointed out to the tribunal that we had re-
ceived correspondence from the Premier of
which the tribunal was unaware and so it
bad been a waste of time discussing the
matter If, in fact, the decision had been
made on the 1st July.

When I commenced to speak I Indicated
I did not want to be critical in the hope
that the Premier would give serious con-
sideration to the case presented by the
Deputy Leader of the Opposition. How-
ever, It seems that if the decision was made
on the 1st July, the fact that It was not
conveyed to members of Parliament until
the 3rd October was intentional because
the fourth condition relates to the fact that
the entitlement is suspended between the
isuing of a writ and the declaration of a
poll.

The fact of the matter Is that between
the 1st July and the declaration of the
poll for the Greenough by-election-which
I do not think has been declared even now
-it would have been Impossible for mem-
bers to take advantage of the provision for
air travel which had been made. So, I find
the correspondence received from the
Under-Secretary of the Premier's Depart-
ment dated the 3rd October to be suspect.

Until early next year It Is the wet In
the north and It Is difficult to move around
so members will find they will not be able
to take advantage of the air travel pro-
vision until the next session of Parliament.
I hope the Government will give serious
consideration to providing members of Par-
liament with more facilities to investigate
matters which are raised in this House. On
two or three occasions during the -last 12
or 18 months I have had Important matters
where air travel was essential. one propo-
sal was with regard to Fitzroy Cross-
ing. I1 wrote to the Deputy Premier with
the request that as an aircraft was going
to the area we be provided with a seat.
The request was rejected. We were subse-
quently criticised In the Press for the fact
that there had been little response to the
Government's paper on the subject.

Although I must state that I have re-
ceived ready co-operation from the Min-
ister for Fisheries and Wildlife, we would
have liked to visit the Abrolbos Islands
recently. Some co-operation was extended
through the department but it was not suf -
ficient because of the limited time avail-
able to us while Parliament is in session.

I conclude by returning to the request
so ably put by the Deputy Leader of the
Opposition for a more serious approach
to provide what I believe Is essential In
1975 to allow members of Parliament-the
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directors of the State-to give better con-
sideration to legislation which relates to
distant parts of Western Australia.

MR DAVIIES (Victoria Park) [11.21
p.m.]: When we get to this stage we are
usually rounding the bend towards the
borne straight and I would hate to delay
proceedings with a long speech. Owring a
recent debate I gained the impression that
there was some doubt with regard to the
effectiveness of electorate offices. I was
asked to look at the cost of those offices,
and I promised I would do so. I do not
want to break a promise and although I
could more specifically deal with the
matter under division 3 I think we can
deal with it generally, now.

The staff position as at the 1st July,
1975, in the Legislative Assembly shows a
drop of some 12 on the estimate when
compared with the previous year. Of
course, the cost still goes up and there
has probably been a rearrangement of the
staff. The fact remains that even if the
staff cost twice as much it has become a
very effective and a very essential part of
any electorate. In fact, I feel that if I
was working in an electorate office, and
receiving the common fee, I would be
better off. My office is similar to a doc-
tor's surgery on some mornings, with
people waiting in my office and outside
my office to see me. I am sure this is the
situation with regard to other members
who have metropolitan offices.

Whilst the equipment which has been
provided has been only basic. I am sure
every member has spent money on his
electorate office. I1 recently spent $100 on
my office. I was pleased to note that in
February the Public Service Board looked
into the matter of equipment and what it
considered to be necessary. The members
of the board went to only a few selected
offices, and subsequently we received a
letter saying that we could have an extra
filing cabinet, an occasional table. air-
conditioning, or air-cooling if there was
no air-conditioning, and so on.

What really interested me was a mach-
ine into which I could dictate messages
and from which my typist could trans-
cribe. I desired to have a dictation
machine in my office because I work at
odd hours and during weekends when the
secretary is not there. The machine
would have been a most useful and effec-
tive piece of equipment and I was sorry
to see that although the recommendations
by the Public Service Board directed mem-
bers to make applications for equipment,
the Speaker of the Legislative Assembly
and the President of the Legislative Coun-
cil took it upon themselves to suggest that
at this stage the machines were not war-
ranted-

The Premier was contacted along those
lines. I would like members to know that
r was not consulted before the Speaker

and the President expressed their view in
regard to the machines. I am sure other
members also feel they could reasonably
have been consulted. Other members,
like myself, probably feel it is essential
that the dictation equipment be provided.

While I realise, Mr Chairman, that you
respect the views of the Speaker of the
Legislative Assembly and the President of
the Legislative Council, when you receive
their letter you will realise that the views
expressed are not representative of all
members of this place, It is suggested
in the letter that because of the redistri-
bution of boundaries some offices could
well do without this particular item for
the time being. I think some concern was
expressed with regard to the expense in-
volved, but I do not think expense matters
where efficiency is affected.

We waited Patiently for 18 months for
the recommendations with regard to equip-
ment and I was disappointed with the
action taken. I was also disappointed
that I was not consulted as to what 1
wanted, because the dictation machine was
the only piece of equipment I would have
requested. It is the type of equipment
which would no longer be of any great use
if I ceased to be a member of Parliament,
so I do not feel like purchasing it myself.

Another matter I wish to bring forward
is temporary relief for our offices. My
secretary is getting married at the end of
this week and will be away for a fortnight,
at least. At other times, while she has
been on leave, I have tried to arrange my
working hours so that I have been at lthe
office most of the time myself. However,
when Parliament is sitting it will be
physically impossible for me to keep my
office open during the next fortnight.

If we require the services of a secretary
for 11 months of the year, surely we need
the same services during the time the
secretary Is on holidays. it Is not very con-
venient to have to go around the House
and beg typists to type a few letters. I
think an arrangement could be made
for a relief provided. Perhaps it might be
possible to hire an answering service.

I know these matters are not of great
Importance to Ministers because they have
a considerable staff running around to at-
tend to various matters which require at-
tention. However, to a private member,
staff is valuable. They are appreciated
by the members, and they are appreciated
by the electors. I am quite certain they
Provide a personal service. The effective-
ness and the quality of the service which
we can Provide for our electors should not
be inhibited.

SIR CHARLES COURT (Nedlmnds-
T'reasurer) E11.28 P.m.): I have noted the
comments of the honourable members con-
cerned. Regarding the comments of the
Deputy Leader of the Opposition, about
travel to the more remote areas of the
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State, I accept that for all practical pur-
poses the substitution of the air fare Is
really only replacing with a modern form
what used to happen in the old shipping
days. Even allowing for inflation, I feel
that the costs are greater so far as the
Government is concerned.

The main reason for the answer which I
gave to the question asked was that I
believe members now have freedom of
movement of their own choice during the
life of the Parliament, and they can go
to see places they want to see instead of
being put Into flying buses and taken to
different points on a strict timetable. That
was the only way to undertake mass trans-
portation.

I am aware that in many ways the edu-
cational trips were rather pleasant, and In
many respects members beard and learnit
more than would have otherwise been the
ease bad they gone around by themselves.
Some members do prefer to travel at their
own convenience.

As to whether we can increase the fre-
quency of visits, that is something we will
have to keep under review. I ask members
to be a little patient at the moment. If they
take into account the total cost of some of
the things we have undertaken in recent
years I think they will realie we should
not go too far too fast otherwise we will
bring justifiable criticism on ourselves.

it is not bad that we have had some
development, with the establishment of
electoral offices, and now the recommienda-
tion for travel facilities Into the north. We
should progress, one step at a time.

No Treasurer throws these things around
with careless abandon, and he has to be
nudged by members from time to cine.
However, the case has been well stated by
all concerned and I can only promise-
not In the Immediate future but from time
to time-It; will be given consideration.

The difference between the old tribunal
recommendations in respect of travel and
the new recommendations adopted by the
Government is considerable, I admit we
felt that the tribunal headed by Sir
Reginal Sholl had been a little extravagant
in the light of all the circumstances and
the other things we had been trying to
digest In respect of Parliament at that
time. After a mature consideration of It,
we came down with what we have an-
nounced. The point raised by the member
for Perth is a valid one, and I believe the
under-secretary wrote to the secretaries
of the parties apologising for the oversight
that had occurred. I know he was very
distressed when he found It had been de-
layed. There was no excuse for it, nor
did he seek to excuse the people con-
cerned. The main assurance he wanted
from me was that the amounts allocated
for this travel were not to be -static and
that they would be reviewed from time to
Lime. I can promise no more.

The member for Victoria Park dealt with
the general question of electoral offices.
They are here to stay-I am not suggesting
we will try to cut back on them. I would
be less than realistic and sensible if I1 did
not acknowledge that from time to time
there will be refinements to the scheme.
Here again, I believe If we keep the natter
under review, as we have done, these little
refinements can be intruded with only
modest Impact Into a Budget. Over a period
of Years we will have built up an efficient
type of office that is of use, not only to a
member but also to his electors, What-
ever my attitude may have been at the
time these offices were Instituted-realisng
I was not a Minister then and I could not
be accused of looking at the matter from a
selfish point of view-I have accepted the
fact that we have them. 'From time to
ti me members will lean on the Treasurer of
the day and say, "Ease up a bit--we want
something a bit better than what we have."

Mr Davies: My point was that the Public
Service Board made a recommendation, and
without asking us, the Speaker and the
President wrote to you and said that It
was not necessary.

Sir CHARLES COURT: I was very Im-
pressed with that. 1 can assure memb'ers
that as the Treasurer such a thing rarely
happens. Usually, we receive letters to
the effect, "Would you please reconsider
this matter because I do not think the
recommendation was sufficient."

Mr A. R. Tonkin: Can the Speaker
speak for us?

Sir CHARLES COURT: I have 'iot yet
Investigated this particular matter, bat I
have noticed It. I know it will keep knock-
Ing on my door, particularly the need for
dictating facilities. I think it would be
very difficult today to get typists who can
take shorthand with sufficient speed and
efficiency to cope with the work.

Mr Davies: :Very true.
Sir CHARLES COURT: However, with

the dictating machines we will see a whole
new generation of typists. They commence
to learn with the dictating machines at
school, and they do not even apply for jobs
calling for shorthand.

Mr Davies: I do not think the machines
are very dear.

Sir CHARLES COURT: I can undertake
only to give this matter consideration. It
is as well that we should look at these
things from time to time. I have not for-
gotten, nor have I been inactive, about
the very strong case put up for a review
of Parliament House. We have no chance
to face up to this problem In the immediate
future, but we would be very foolish to put
It to one side and forget it. Some day
the Government will have to grasp the
nettle and as soon as we know what we
want, the better it will be. once we know
what is required and how much It will
cost It Is amazing what can be achieved
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from time to time. We have some great
deficiencies In the building in regard to
its efficient operation.

Mr Jam'eson: We do not have a decent
party room in the whole building.

Sir CHARLES COURT; The point made
by the Deputy Leader of the Opposition is
accepted without question. I asked the
Minister for Works to do something about
this matter with an idea of getting some-
one on the job who is capable of dove-
tailing what had been done in the past
into our future plan. We must bear in
mind that the person who knew all about
the actual architecture of the building, its
plumbing, electrical system, and so on,
died about the time I asked the Minister
to do something. However, someone else
will have to take over this problem.

it is a fact there is no security in the
party rooms, and with the nature of things
discussed there, I believe members are en-
titled to security. It is well known that
one has only to stand in the front section
to hear what is going on in the party
rooms. I have not noticed anyone doing
it deliberately, and the only people I have
seen standing there are people who would
not know what it is all about. However.
if anyone were malicious, he could find
out what Is going on In the party rooms.

Mr Davies: We are right since Jack
Brady left.

Sir CHARLES COURT: We have a few
members like that too, but, after we
have shushed them about three times, they
usually learn. However, the message is
understood.

Mr FLETCHER:. I will be unpopular
rising at this time of night.

The CHAIRMAN: The member for
Fremantle will have to state which item
in Division No. 2 he wishes to address
himself to.

Mr FLETCHER: I wish to speak on the
Premier and Treasurer section.

The CHAIRMAN: We are at present on
Parliament, Division No. 2.

Votes: Legislative Council, $242 000;
Legislative Assembly, $515 000; Joi
House Committee, $443 000; Joint Print-
ing Committee, $259 000; Joint Library
Committee, $58 000; Parliamentary Com-
mission for Administrative Investigations,
$81 000-put and passed.

Fart 2: Premier and Treasurer-

MR FLETCHER (Fremantle) (11.38
p.m.J: As I said, the opportunity to speak
on these parts would be denicd us if we
did as the Premier intended us to do--
stampede the Budget through the House
at this time of night.

Sir Charles Court: We are not going
far until we find out what you want to do.

Mr FLETCHER: I am not critical of
the Premier, and I have no doubt all

Premiers adopt similar tactics at this time
of night to expedite the passage of the
Budget through the House.

During the second reading debate I
spoke to the Budget as a whole, but I was
denied the opportunity-through lack of
time-to refer to a few things I believe
are important. Among other things, I
wanted to cheer up the Treasurer and to
give him some facts and figures to show
that the economic situation is not as bad
as he pretends it to be. I will give that
in evidence presently. It is easy to make
unsupported statements, but I have learnt
over the years that one must present evi-
dence to back up one's arguments in this
place, and I will do that tonight.

I ask Government members not to
attempt to shout me down. The other
night I noticed that the Deputy Leader of
the opposition was shouted down by the
member for Karrinyup. I am sure the
Deputy Leader of the Opposition said only
about half of what he wanted to say be-
cause of the uproar in the House. I have
noticed these tactics adopted deliberately,
particularly when someone is making some
good points. This Is to stop these argu-
ments being recorded by Hanzsard.

Mr Clarko: The mnember for Swan does
that. I deny shouting him down because
he was making good points.

Mr FLETCHER: I would like to point
out to the member for Karrlnyup that It
is not the one who shouts the loudest who
wins the game. I very rarely interject, and
I very rarely speak, so I hope that mem-
bers opposite will extend courtesy to me
by not interiecting.

I make my speech tonight to give the
Treasurer some good news, and I have ac-
cumulated some happy headlines to read
to him. The Premier keeps harping on the
statement that the Australian Govern-
ment is killing private enterprise, so I
would like to read a comment from a source
from which one would not anticipate such
a comment. It is headed, "ANZ Bank prais-
es Labor's Budget,"-a different attitude
from that of the member for Scarborough.
I would like to read a few brief paragraphs
as follows--

In an official bulletin called "Busi-
ness indicators" published in August
by the ANZ Banking Group Limited,
the Bank made the following com-
ments on the Budget:-

The Australian Government's 1975-
76 Budget, brought down on 19th
August. was framed with the main alms
of curbing inflation and enabling the
private sector of the economy to re-
cover.

What does the Treasurer think of that?
The article continues-

Despite the Government's continu-
ing objectives of social reforms, It has
been possible to halve the rate of
growth in Government spending...
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Further down it says--
Opposition Leader Fraser seems to

be completely out of step with the
business community in general and
the ANZ Bank, in particular, when he
attacks the Budget as irresponsible
and extravagant.

I see the Premier is in the same boat as
his Federal counterpart.

Mr Blalkie: Oh nio he Is not.
Mr FLETCHER: No wonder the Federal

Opposition parties do not want to see
the Australian Government's Budget work-
ing. They are blocking It at present so It
cannot work and yet we find that the
member for Scarborough, is-

The CHAIRMAN: Could I just interrupt?
The member for Fremantle is entitled to
make comments with respect to the ac-
tivities of the Treasurer of this State. I
suggest that he seems to be getting away
from that at the present momen,

Mr FLETCHER: I was attempting to
refer to matters that are relevant to the
Treasurer, and to let him know that things
are not as black as he would have this
Chamber and the State believe. It is nec-
essary for me to produce evidence to that
effect, and I have plenty of It here. I have
already produced one Portion of the evid-
ence. I have no doubt. Mr Chairman,
You are receiving advice that I am entitled
to speak for 30 minutes, in accordance
with Standing Orders, and my time is
running out, My endeavour is to show
that the economy of Australia Is In a
healthy condition, and as a consequence,
tis State is In a healthy condition. The
Treasurer has little to growl 'about, as
members will see as I present my evidence.

Earlier this evening the Leader of the
Opposition attempted to show the healthy
state of the economy, despite what the
member for Scarborough had to Say. As
quickly as I can I will go through the
headlines I have here. on Thursday, the
26th June, 1975, In The West Australian
we see the heading. "Key production fig-
ures improve", and the article commences-

Canberra: Australian Government
predictions of a developing upswing in
the economy were reinforced yesterday
by figures showing increases In the
production of several key commodi-
ties.

Further down it says-
The figures published yesterday

were the Commonwealth Statistics
aiureau's production analysis for last
month.

And under the heading "Building" we see
the following comments--

The major building materials, bricks
and cement, also showed substantial.
increases.

The output of clay bricks rose from 142
million to 152 million. Another newspaper
article of the 17th September states-

Record $3.4 m. profit for
Orverseats Corp

overseas Corporation (Australia)
Ltd. the big Melbourne based steel and
aluminium products maker, continued
to forge ahead in the year to June 30
when it lifted profit from an adjusted
$3 l0S 000 to a record $3 430 000.

The result continues the run of ris-
ing profits recorded by the company
over many years,

The directors have maintained the
ordinary dividend at 14 per cent for
the year on capital.

Another article is headed, "Big drop shown
In Inflation". Yet the Premier makes great
play about this particular issue. The ar-
ticle commences--

Cost of living figures to be pub-
lished today will show a marked drop
In inflation.

Mr Sodernan: But what has it dropped
to?

Mr FLETCHER: Another article is
headed, "Bunnings pays out 'inflation
dividend"' and states--

Hunnings Timber Holdings Limited
yesterday took the unusual step of
recommending a higher dividend to
compensate shareholders for the effects
of inflation. The directors said the
dividend for the year to June 30 would
be increased from 12.5 per cent to 15
Per cent.

Mr Sodeman: Does that mean they made
a greater profit?

Mr FLETCHER, I do not want to waste
ray time with a lot of rubbish.

Mr Sademan: What about the green
paper on manufacturing Industries?

Mr FLETCHER: I did the honourable
member the courtesy of not interjecting
when he was speaking and I should like
him to pay me the same courtesy. Ain-
other report of the 10th September is
headed, "Brisbane boosts earnings again"
and states--

H. L. Brisbane and Wunderlich Ltd.
has continued Its steady profit growth.
with a 25 per cent rise in the year
to June 30 on top of last Year's 19
per cent improvement.

Mr Hartrey: Now give us the good news.
Mr FLETCHER: I told the House that

in the absence of the member for Boulder-
Dundas my idea was to cheer up the Pre-
mier and Treasurer, and I hope I am doing
just that. Another article is headed, "64
per cent increase in Comeng group re-
sults", and states--

Corneng Holdings Ltd Yesterday re-
pprted a 64.2 per cent jump in group
profit-due partly to the group's in-
terests In Australian National Indus-
tries Ltd and Bradken Consolidated
Ltd.

Earnings for the year to June 30
soared from $3.3 Million to $5.4 million,
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other articles are headed, "Mitchell Cotta
into the black", and "ANZ hopeful on
chances of recovery", the latter of which
goes on to state-

There were further Indications of
economic recovery in May, despite the
continuing serious Problems of infla-
tion, unemployment and depressed
business activity.

These are some of the headlines appearing
in the Australian Press.

The CHAIRMAN: Order! There is too
much audible conversation in the chamber;
the Hansard reporter is having difficulty
in hearing.

Mr FLETCHER: I am sure members
can hear me, because I am deliberately
speaking above the noise. Another article
Is headed. "Humes lifts payout after profit
rise" and reveals that the company had a
23.8 per cent rise in profit for the year
ended the 30th June. An article contained
In The West Australian of the 1st July.
1975, states-

Market ends year
in better shape

The Australian share market has
ended the financial year in a healthier
state than it was in 12 months ago.

That Is some of the good news, Of course.
I could produce some of the bad news.

Mr Sodeman: Is it a healthier state than
three years ago?

Mr FLETCHER: The world situation is
responsible for the situation In which Aus-
tralia finds itself; I have evidence of that.
A newspaper article of the 11th June
states as follows--

BSLE, Tues: The Bank for inter-
national Settlements (BIB) said yes-
terday it foresaw no swift revival in
the world economy.

Need I read any further? Australia is a
victim of the world situation, and I wish
the Premier would occasionally acknow-
ledge that fact. Another article is headed,
"Italy facing slump and government
crisis". Despite afl that, the Federal Labor
Prime Minister is riding out this inter-
national storm.

Another article is headed, "WA wool will
pay dividend of 125 PC." Another article has
the headline, "NSW coal miner's profit
leaps O2Spc". Can the Premier and
Treasurer hear that? He Pretends to be
taking an interest in other matters and
not to be listening.

Sir Charles Court: I am listening. I
am merely trying to establish what this
has to do with the division before the
Committee.

Mr F7fl'CH6JR: I am making known to
the Premier that the economy Is not as
sick as he would like Australia, and par-
ticularly Western Australia, to believe.

Sir Charles Court: With all due respect.
what you are saying is related to the
general Estimates.

Mr FLETCHER: r do not wish to bore
mnembers with more statistics. I merely
wish to let them know the economy of
Australia Is In a healthier condition than
is alleged.

Vote: Premaier's Department, $966 960-
Item No. 1: Salaries and Allowances,

generally, $501 000-
Mr DAVIES: Could the Premier tell us

why the staff of his department has risen
from 33 last year to 60 this year?

Sir CHARLES COURT: Mr Chairman-
Mr Skidmore: He is stumped; there must

be a reason.
Sir CHARLES COURT: I would be de-

lighted to tell the honourable member but
In view of a note I have sent to the Leader
of the Opposition I suggest we report pro-
gress and deal with the query on a later
occasion.

Progress
Progress reported and leave given to sit

again, on motion by Mr Clarko.

BILLS (2)- RETURNED
1. Industrial Arbitration Act Amend-

ment Bill (No. 2).
2. Public Service Arbitration Act

Amendment Bill.
Bills returned from the Council with-

out amendment.

BILLS (2): RECEIPT AND FIRST
READING

1.
2.

Hospitals Act Amendment Bill.
interpretation Act Amendment Bill,
Bills received from the council; and.

on motion by Sir Charles Court
(Premier), read a first time.

House adjourned at 11.55 p.m.

i$14fifahir (Tonwi
Thursday, the 6th November, 1975

The PRESIDENT (the Hon. A. F.
Grifith) took the Chair at 2.30 pm., and
read prayers,

QUESTIONS (3):- ON NOTICE

1. SOUTH FREMANTLE POWER
STATION

Smoke Emission
The Hon. R. THOMPSON, to the
Honorary Minister representing the
Minister for the Environment:
(1) Have letters from the Town of

Cockburn been received by-
(a) the Minister for the Environ-

ment;


